
2018 

 PERSONAL BEST  INTEGRITY   RESPECT  RESPONSIBILITY 

MORDIALLOC COLLEGE 

Year 9  
Program 

2023 

 

A BETTER CHOICE IN EDUCATION 

Inspiring    
Tomorrow’s 
Leaders 

E
le
ctiv

e
s 



 2 

Year 9 Handbook 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

Year 9 Program Overview ............................................................................................... 4 

English ............................................................................................................................ 5 

Humanities ...................................................................................................................... 6 

Maths .......................................................................................................................... 7-8 

Science ............................................................................................................................ 9 

Health and Physical Education - Core ........................................................................... 10 

Learning Electives ......................................................................................................... 11 

The Mordialloc Experience (MEX 2.0) Vision Statement ............................................... 12 

Arts and Technology 

Art .................................................................................................................. 13 

 Digital Technologies ...................................................................................... 14 

Drama ............................................................................................................ 15 

Fashion Design Technology ........................................................................... 16 

Food Studies .................................................................................................. 17 

 Media ............................................................................................................. 18 

Music ............................................................................................................. 19 

 Product Design Technology ........................................................................... 20 

 STEM (Science Technology Engineering Mathematics) ................................. 21 

Visual Communication and Design ................................................................ 22 

English and Humanities 

Commerce ...................................................................................................... 23 

Creative Writing and Journalism .................................................................... 24 

Debating  ........................................................................................................ 25 

Politics and Law ............................................................................................. 26 

Literacy and Numeracy Electives .................................................................... 27 

Languages 

French Language (Semester 1 and 2) ............................................................. 28 

Japanese Language (Semester 1 and 2) ......................................................... 29 

Physical Education and Health 

Advance (Semester 1 and 2) .......................................................................... 30 

Dance (Semester 1 or 2)................................................................................. 31 

Exercise Science (Semester 1 or 2) ................................................................ 32 

Outdoor Education (Semester 1 or 2) ............................................................. 33 

Sports Excellence Program (SEP) (Semester 1 and 2) ................................... 34 



 3 

Mordialloc College 
Inspiring tomorrow’s leaders 

Year 9 Handbook 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

CONTINUED 

 

Science 

          Investigating Science in our World (Semester 1 or 2) ........................................ 35 

 

Select Entry Accelerated Learning (SEAL) .................................................................... 36 

SEAL English ........................................................................................................ 36 

SEAL Humanities ................................................................................................. 36 

SEAL Mathematics ............................................................................................... 37 

SEAL Science ....................................................................................................... 37 

 

 



 4 

Year 9 Handbook 

 

YEAR 9 PROGRAM 2023 

 
Year 9 is a key time for maintaining student engagement in learning and education. It is a developmental 
stage in which young people are really beginning to know, understand and accept themselves in a diverse, 
fast-paced and constantly changing world.  It is therefore essential to provide them with opportunities to 
develop life skills, emphasise independent learning, tap into their creative minds, build resilience and 
confidence and grow their knowledge and skills in individual interest areas. 

The Year 9 program at Mordialloc College is regularly reviewed. The aims of this program are to:  

• Establish strong student/community connections so students have an understanding of their 
importance as members of society 

• Assist students to develop goals, life skills, resilience and an overall positive sense of self 

• Provide opportunities for students to act as leaders and organisers 

• Give students the skills to become independent learners 

• Make learning relevant to the lives and interests of students 

• Create positive relationships between staff and students 

• Encourage an environment where students feel safe and enjoy school and learning  

 

In Year 9, our program changes from a core curriculum program to a core and elective program. Students 
will be given the opportunity to choose from a broad range of subjects across all learning areas.  

 

The Year 9 Core Program 

 

               MEX is run in 

               Elective block 

The Year 9 Elective Program 

Students will undertake a maximum of six semester long electives (three per semester) throughout the year. 
Some of the electives such as Languages and Advance run for the whole year and are worth two elective 
choices.  

 

 

English 

 

Humanities 

 

Maths 

 

Science 
Health and     
Physical Education  

7 periods per 
cycle 

4 periods per 
cycle 

7 periods per 
cycle 

4 periods per 
cycle 

4 periods per cycle 

MEX (Mordialloc 
Experience) 

4 periods per cycle 

Semester 1 Elective 1 Elective 2 Elective 3 

Semester 2 Elective 4 Elective 5 Elective 6 

  4 periods per cycle 4 periods per cycle 4 periods per cycle 
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ENGLISH 
 
The study of English is central to the learning and development of all young Australians. It helps create       
confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed citizens. It is through the study of English that  
individuals learn to analyse, understand, communicate and build relationships with others and with the world 
around them.  

 
English will be studied throughout the entire year. 

  

AIM: 

The aim of English is to develop language, critical thinking and communication skills. In line with the        
Victorian Curriculum and NAPLAN, students will improve their reading, writing, speaking and listening and 
knowledge of grammar and language conventions in increasingly complex contexts. This program also aligns 
closely with the requirements of VCE preparing students for writing Comparison, Text Response and Analysis 
of Argument essays alongside Creative Response and Point of View Oral Presentations.  

  

CONTENT OVERVIEW:  

Students study Creative Text Response, Persuasive and Narrative Writing, Reading Skills, Language        
Conventions and Word Knowledge across the first half of the year. In Semester Two they study how to   
compare a media and written text, how to analyse argumentation and how to analyse literary works. In line 
with the Victorian F-10 Curriculum the content covers three strands of Language (knowing about the  English     
Language), Literature (understanding, responding to, analysing and creating literary texts) and Literacy 
(expanding the repertoire of English usage). 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

The content covered in English will provide students with the knowledge, skills and understanding required 
for English which will also lead into a VCE  (University Pathway) or VCE (vocational Major). 
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HUMANITIES 
 

Humanities provides the scaffolding for students to build their knowledge and understanding surrounding the 
complex processes that have shaped the modern world, developing the skills necessary to become active 
global citizenships within the wider community. 

 
Humanities is compulsory at Year 9 and will be studied across the entire year. 

 

AIM: 

The aim of this subject is to enhance students' knowledge, understanding and skill set within the core areas 
of Geography, Business,  Economics, and History. Within geography, students develop their sense of   won-
der and curiosity as they explore humanity’s relationship with our environments, building their capacity to 
understand geographical concepts, think critically, and creatively to solve problems, with a core focus on 
Australia and Asia. Throughout our study of Business and Economics, students develop their consumer and 
financial literacy skills to understand financial risks and rewards within a global economy, while further     
expanding their knowledge of trade nations and economic performance indicators. Within History, students 
engage with historical inquiry to build key concepts and skills, including sequencing chronology, using       
historical sources as evidence, identifying continuity and change, analysing cause and effect and              
determining  historical significance. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW:  

 

Geography - Biomes and Food Security, and Interconnections 

• Assessment: Case Study Investigation and Structured Questions 

 
Economics & Business - Economics 

• Assessment: Case study 

 
History - Establishing Modern Turmoil and World War One 

• Assessment: Source Analysis and Extended Response 

 

  

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

The content covered in Humanities will provide students with the knowledge, skills and understanding        
required for Humanities based subjects such as Accounting, Legal, Geography, History and Business       
Management in Year 10 which will also lead into a VCE (University Pathway) or VCE (vocational Major). 
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MATHEMATICS 
 

The Mathematics curriculum focuses on developing increasingly sophisticated and refined mathematical    
understanding, fluency, reasoning, modelling and problem-solving. These capabilities enable students to      
respond to familiar and unfamiliar situations by employing mathematics to make informed decisions and 
solve problems efficiently. 

Mathematics will be studied throughout the entire year. 

 

AIM: 

The Mathematics curriculum aims to ensure that students: 

• Develop useful mathematical and numeracy skills for everyday life, work and as active and critical   
citizens in a technological world. 

• See connections and apply mathematical concepts, skills and processes to pose and solve problems in 
mathematics and in other disciplines and contexts. 

• Acquire specialist knowledge and skills in mathematics that provide for further study in the discipline. 

• Appreciate mathematics as a discipline – its history, ideas, problems and applications, aesthetics and 
philosophy.   

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

The concepts with the strands of Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, Statistics and         
Probability will continue to be developed. Further depth of knowledge will look at the essential roles that   
Algebra, Functions and Relations, Logic, Mathematical structure and working mathematically play in people’s 
understanding of the natural and human worlds. Digital technologies will be incorporated as a way of      
facilitating this expansion of ideas and provide new tools for mathematical exploration and invention. 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

The curriculum ensures that the links between the various components of mathematics, as well as the     
relationship between mathematics and other disciplines, are made clear. Mathematics is composed of      
multiple but interrelated and interdependent concepts and structures which students apply beyond the 
mathematics classroom. For example, in Science, understanding sources of error and their impact on the 
confidence of conclusions is vital; in Geography, interpretation of data underpins the study of human      
populations and their physical environments; in History, students need to be able to imagine timelines and 
time frames to reconcile related events; and in English, deriving quantitative, logical and spatial information 
is an important aspect of making meaning of texts. 
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MATHEMATICS– continued 
 

YEAR 9 and 10 MATHEMATICS PATHWAYS 

  

 

 

• Mathematical Methods 1 and 2 is a prerequisite for Mathematical Methods 3 and 4. 

• Students choosing Specialist Mathematics are required to complete Mathematical Methods at the same time 
or prior to completing it. 

• Students may undertake a University Enhancement Mathematics in Year 12. 

• Students may enrol in up to three VCE Mathematics Unit 3 and 4 sequences, but only two Unit 3 and 4   
sequences can contribute to the primary four studies for ATAR. In this case, the lowest scaled score of the 
three will count as a 5th or 6th subject.  

Year 9 Maths Year 10 Maths Year 11 Maths Year 12 Maths 

Year 9 Mathematics Year 10 Foundation    
Mathematics 

Foundation Mathematics      
Units 1 & 2 

Foundation Mathematics      
Units 3 & 4 

Year 9 Mathematics Yea 10 General          
Mathematics 

General Mathematics           
Units 1 & 2 

General Mathematics        
Units 3 & 4 

Year 9 Mathematics Year 10 Enhanced      
Mathematics 

Mathematical Methods         
Units 1 & 2 

Mathematical Methods       
Unit 3 & 4 

9SEAL Mathematics OR 

(Year 9 mainstream 
Mathematics student   
achieving well above 
level) 

Year 10 Extension      
Mathematics 

Mathematical Methods         
Units 1 & 2  

and 

Specialist Mathematics         
Units 1 & 2 

Mathematical Methods       
Unit 3 & 4       

and  

Specialist Mathematics       
Unit 3 & 4  
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SCIENCE 
 

Science is a dynamic, collaborative and creative human endeavour, arising from our need to make sense of 
the world.  During Year 9 Science students will undertake study in the core subjects of Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics while developing their inquiry skills and their ability to make predictions and solve               
problems.  Science will be studied throughout Year 9. 

Science will be studied throughout the entire year. 

 

AIM: 

The aim of Science is to present students with relevant and interesting units of work in the field of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. These units encourage the use of scientific investigation processes inclusive of    
mathematical concepts, such graphing and analysing data. Outcomes of these experiments are linked to the 
theoretical concepts studied. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

In Semester One students will undertake first hand investigations that will further develop their                
understanding of scientific method and ability to collect and present  data. Next they will explore human 
body systems involved in coordination and regulation, and finally investigate the atomic structure and     
nuclear power.  

During Semester Two, Chemistry will be investigated through the exploration of chemical reactions and to 
finish off the year students will study Physics, by learning about the operation and design of electrical     
circuits. 

  

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

 

• Scientific Investigation 

• Nervous System Poster 

• Theory test on Electricity 

• Exam at the end of each Semester 

 
 
 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

Year 9 Science will provide students with the knowledge, skills and understanding necessary for Science at 
Year 10. In addition to General Science at Year 10, students will also have access to various Science       
electives which will prepare them for VCE Chemistry, Physics, Biology, Environmental Science or Psychology. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH - CORE 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
In Physical Education, students will participate in a variety of sports, activities and games with a focus on  
fundamental motor skills and game sense development. They will have the ability to take on a leadership role 
in sporting environments. Students will work both individually and in groups to improve their skills. They are 
expected to bring full P.E. uniform to all classes and participate in all practical and theory lessons to their per-
sonal best. They will be assessed on their practical ability and effort in participation and teamwork. 

 

HEALTH 
In Health Education, students will explore a range of health needs of young people, including the dimensions 
of health. Students will describe the role of the community in influencing personal identity and behaviour. 
They will understand the factors that contribute to risk taking and discrimination in sport. Students will      
explore the concepts of relationships and sexuality. 

Health and Physical Education will be studied throughout the entire year. 

AIM: 

The aim of Physical Education and Health is for students to develop an understanding of the importance that 
physical activity plays in living a healthy lifestyle. It also promotes the benefits of lifelong healthy choices. 
Through active participation in practical lessons students develop key skills such as building social             
relationships and working in teams.  

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW:  

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Tests featuring multiple choice, short answer and extended response questions 

• Coursework on all topics – suitable for individual and group work or homework 

• Group presentations 

• Quizzes 

• Semester Assignment 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 
 

This core subject aligns with the Victorian Curriculum and will prepare students for VCE Health and Human 
Development and VCE Physical Education. Students will participate in training sessions, games and activities 
of their choice and will be assessed on both practical and theoretical outcomes. Students will identify      
strategies that promote mental health and wellbeing and describe the role of the community in influencing 
personal identity and behaviour. 

• All about your health 

• Benefits of physical activity 

• Exploring identity 

• Understanding and developing healthy       
relationships 

• Sexual education 

• Understanding mental health and wellbeing 

• First aid  

• Examining risks and minimising harm (drug    
education) 

• Safety 

• Discrimination and racism in sport 

• Analysing skills and practice 

• Roles and tactics in sporting environments 

• Leadership through sports  
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LEARNING ELECTIVES 
 

All students will undertake 6 semester long electives (3 per semester) throughout the year. 

MEX is one compulsory elective now. 

No elective can be repeated throughout the year; however the following electives are year-long and 
must be chosen for both semesters, therefore counting as two electives: 

• French 

• Japanese 

• Advance 

• Sports Excellence Program (SEP)  

In addition, the Literacy and Numeracy Support elective can be undertaken for Semester One.  

SEAL students must continue with languages at Year 9, therefore allowing them to choose four electives 
during the year.  

Students should select electives that interest them and should be from multiple learning areas to ensure 
breadth in their learning program. 

 

Year 9 electives for 2021 include:  

 

 

∗This subject runs for the entire year and is equivalent to 2 electives 

ELECTIVES 

* Advance Exercise Science Numeracy Support 

Art Fashion Design & Technology Outdoor Education  

Commerce Food Technology Politics and the Law 

Creative Writing and Journalism * French or Japanese Product Design Technology 

Debating Literacy  Support STEM—Robotics & Engineering 

Digital Technologies Media Visual Communication  

Dance Investigating Science in our World * Sports Excellence Program (SEP) 

Drama Music  
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THE MORDIALLOC EXPERIENCE  
 

VISION STATEMENT  
 

MEX (Mordialloc Experience) 2.0 is a diverse and engaging program that provides participants with the opportunity to 

explore and enquire about themselves, and their local and wider community. The program runs throughout the year for 

all Year 9 students, including SEAL students. Through one semester with a series of dynamic modules, students will be 

immersed in experiences designed to build self-awareness and interconnectedness.   
 

All About Me: Personal and Social Development 

During this module, students will develop their capacity to improve their relationships with themselves and others. By 

participating in a series of workshops and activities, students will take a practical approach to building self-awareness, 

emotional maturity and physical health.  
 

All About Community: Ethical and Intercultural Development 

During this module, students will develop their capacity to think ethically about topics of interest and  relevance to them 

and their community. They will undertake an action research project in which they investigate an ethical issue,  gathering 

and analysing data to form conclusions. This module also involves a City Experience filled with unique opportunities de-

signed to help them build their confidence as well as communication and  navigational skills. 
 

 

 

M E X  2.0 

$150 
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Arts and Technology Electives 

ART 
 

AIM: 

The focus of Year 9 Art is to foster student interest and knowledge of art by developing artistic and analysis 
skills. Students will focus on expressing their creativity while exploring a range of media. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students will explore 2D and 3D materials in the development of creative art pieces. Students will investigate 
artists’ work to gain a better understanding of the techniques used in their own work and expand their 
knowledge of art movements. 

This semester consists of a combination of art projects that will give students a taste of what they can     
explore further in senior Studio Arts classes. 

 

Topics include: 

2D Artworks: May include large scale portrait drawing, charcoal drawing, digital artworks, painting or print-
making 

 

3D Artworks: Including different construction techniques to create a 3D sculpture in either ceramic or 
found objects. 

 

Art Analysis: Students will research artists, learn about the art elements and principles and use appropriate 
art language to analyse specific artworks. 

 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• A folio of finished artwork 

• Exploring and responding to art work through Art Analysis 

• The planning and studio process evident in their Visual Diary 

 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

Provides appropriate background for VCE Art Making and Exhibiting, as well as creative thinking and folio 
skills that are also beneficial for other subjects such as VCE Visual Communication Design, Media and Design 
Technology. 

Art 

$50 
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 
 

AIM: 

Digital Technologies aims to prepare students for a society that is increasingly using technology to collect, 
store and transmit data and to solve contemporary business problems. 

 

Students will learn to confidently use technology to transform and communicate information and ideas. 
They explore the interaction between digital technologies and individuals, societies, economies and        
environments. This ensures that students are aware of both the benefits and potential risks of digital     
systems and how they can best be used in society in a safe and appropriate way. Students will use 
knowledge and skills to develop network designs, collect data and information, as well as apply              
programming concepts to designing a game or app. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students will develop their computational thinking to collect, represent and interpret data in order to design 
innovative digital solutions. By solving problems in this way, students shift their thinking towards a systems
-based approach so that their solutions best suit current and future needs. They test their solutions and 
evaluate them to make improvements so that they are not only creative and innovative but also highly   
effective. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

Students will be assessed on both the practical and theoretical aspects of this subject. 

• Network design 

• Infographic 

• Designing a game or app 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

There are strong connections between Digital Technologies and Mathematics and Science. It also leads to 
VCE Applied Computing and Vocational Education and Training (VET) subjects. 
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DRAMA 
 

AIM: 

To develop and apply skills in creating and making performance work that explores personal, cultural and 
social worlds through role play and situational prompts that engages, entertains and challenges. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW:  

Students develop and sustain different roles and characters to realise dramatic intentions and engage      
audiences. They perform devised and scripted drama in different forms, styles and performance spaces. 
They plan, direct, produce, rehearse and refine performances. They select and use the elements of drama, 
narrative and structure in directing and acting and apply stagecraft. They use performance and expressive 
skills to convey dramatic action and meaning. Students analyse the elements of drama, forms and           
performance styles and evaluate meaning and aesthetic effect in drama they devise, interpret, perform and 
view. They use experience of drama practices from different cultures, places and times to evaluate drama. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

Students will create and present two major pieces that will inform their assessment. Further assessment will 
be based upon coursework completed throughout the process of creating the major work, as well as the   
students’ own self-assessment. 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

Links to VCE Drama Units 1-4.  

 

 

 



 16 

Year 9 Handbook 

 

 

FASHION DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 
AIM: 

This course focuses on the design process and allows students to research, design, make and evaluate   
products to meet requirements of a set brief. The design process provides a structured path for students to 
employ creative and critical thinking techniques as they develop and create innovative fashion products.  

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW:  

Students will learn how to use plain stitch and overlocker sewing machines, the basics of how to read and 
draft paper patterns, and a range of construction techniques. Students will also develop understanding of 
fibre technology, sustainability within the fashion industry, production planning and evaluation techniques.  

This course students will produce a folio that includes research, trialling, illustrations and annotations.     
Students will also have the opportunity to create two completed projects.  

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Complete a theory task on sustainability in the Fashion and Textiles industry.  

• Complete a folio including material and process testing, creative thinking processes, planning and  
evaluation.  

• Complete a scaffolded practical sewing task to learn skills, techniques and safety requirements.  

 

CURRICULUM LINKS:  

The curriculum for this subject will be beneficial for students studying folio based subjects such as VCE |Art 
Making and Exhibiting, Visual Communication & Design and Product Design & Technology 

 

 

Fashion Design & 
Technology 

$50 
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FOOD STUDIES  
 

AIM:  

Students will experience a journey around the culinary delights of the world. They will investigate the      
impacts that culture and climate have on national tastes, as well as the ethical and sustainable               
considerations of the foods eaten around the world. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW:  

By the end of the semester, students will have an in-depth understanding of the range of influences that   
affect the food we eat. Students will be developing an appropriate food vocabulary for sensory analysis, 
technical food processes and be able to describe the impacts of global demand for food. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Practical assessments 

• A weekly portfolio demonstrating their understanding of global food and implications 

• Self-assessment of their own practical and written work from shared success criteria and rubrics 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

Students gain valuable life skills as well as knowledge and experience in food preparation methods. Issues of 
nutrition, reasons for food choices, and food safety, preparation and sensory properties are also covered. 
This knowledge allows for future pathways for senior studies in VCE Food Studies Units 1-4 and VCE Health 
and Human Development Units 1-4. 

 

 

Food Studies 

$50 



 18 

Year 9 Handbook 

 

MEDIA 
 

AIM: 

Students will to develop various practical skills from film making through to photography utilising industry 
standards editing software.  

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

By the end of the semester, students will have an array of practical skills that can be utilised in creating a 
product. Students will be developing an appreciation of who a product is intended for and why.  

Students will be investigating the use of Media Codes and Conventions in various facets such as animation, 
photography, film and print. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• A number of practical projects using a variety of techniques and materials which may include         
animations, magazine covers, films and photographic tasks. 

• A folio containing evidence of the student’s planning and journey through the process. 

• A task analysis that looks at the use of the media codes and conventions. 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

This will prepare students for Media Studies Units 1-4. It is also beneficial for other folio based subjects 
such as VCE Art Making and Exhibiting, Visual Communication and Design Technology. 

 

 

Media 

$50 
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MUSIC 

 

AIM: 

Students will work to develop an understanding of music theory, performance and composition. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW 

This Music elective will cater for the beginner music student, right up to the advanced musician. Students 
must enter this subject with a principal instrument in mind and a keen interest in a holistic study of music. 
Students will gain a deeper understanding of both practical music, music theory and their respective appli-
cations in the current music climate. They will evaluate, reflect on, refine and justify their practice regimes. 
Students will learn how  to critically respond to the stylistic, technical, expressive and aesthetic features of 
others’ music works and/or performances.  

They will learn how to evaluate, using appropriate language, how specific performances have been used to 
challenge audience opinions on the content, meaning and qualities of music works. Students will spend 
time not only learning about music, but also a scheduled amount of class time will be dedicated to playing 
music. Rehearsals and practice class performances will make up part of their practice schedule and       
performance assessment. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Coursework: Music Journal, Practice Schedule, and Self-assessment 

• Theory of music component: one unit test per term 

• Composition/ICT project 

• Performance (option of either solo or group performance) 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

Students will be provided with a solid foundation of both practical and theoretical knowledge, facilitating 
their transition into Year 10 Music and VET music subjects in the future. 
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PRODUCT DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 
 

AIM: 

This course is based upon students acting in the role of designer/maker and following the design process to 
create a product that meets the criteria set out in a design brief.  

Students expand on the knowledge learned in Year 8 relating to material characteristics and construction 
techniques, as well as developing their skills further using a variety of different machinery and hand tools. 
Students are able to familiarise themselves with a variety of materials including wood, metal and plastics,  
producing projects that incorporate all three. During this time, students expand their knowledge of safe  
working procedures, gaining an understanding of Occupational Health & Safety guidelines. Once completed, 
students evaluate both the product and their project management skills, reflecting on their performance.  

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

During the semester students learn about the design process and its function in society. Drawing skills are   
developed to increase their visual communication and presentation skills with an emphasis on 3D and      
technical drawing. This will also incorporate the use of computer aided design (CAD). 

 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• A variety of 3D products constructed from wood, metal and plastics  

• A design portfolio of the student’s journey through the design process 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS:  

The curriculum for this subject links directly to Victorian Curriculum Design and Technologies. It also prepares 
students for VCE Product Design and Technology Unit 1-4. 

 

 

Product Design & 
Technology 

$50 
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SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY ENGINEERING               
MATHEMATICS (STEM)  
 

AIM: 

STEM introduces students to the principles of engineering through solving real world problems by integrating 
skills and knowledge from the Science, Technology and Mathematics domains.  

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW:  

Students learn the phases of the Design Process and variants, as well as approaches such as  Design, System, 
and Computational Thinking, to build a toolkit of skills for investigating issues and engineering  solutions to 
problems. They also develop their practical knowledge and skills in understanding, designing,  building, testing 
and improving mechanical, electrical and digital systems.  

They then apply the Design Engineering Process in hands-on projects to designing and engineering            
solutions  to set challenges and chosen problems, including in the areas of self-driving vehicles, projectile 
launchers, and  global issues. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

Students will be assessed on both the practical and theoretical aspects of this subject, in particular the       
processes used to solve problems, create solutions, and critically evaluate the results of solutions. These     
assessments will include project based work and problem solving activities. 

• LEGO EV3 Robotics Journal 

• Design and prototype an Assistive Technology 

• Solar Car Design Portfolio  

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

The curriculum for this subject is drawn from across the Victorian Curriculum, including the Science, Digital 
Technologies, Design and Technologies, and Mathematics Learning Areas. It focuses on the skills-based 
strands of these areas, in particular the Creating Digital Solutions, Creating Designed Solutions, and Science 
Inquiry Skills strands across the Science and Technologies areas, which will support students looking to pursue 
further study in Science and Technologies. 

 

 

STEM 

$50 
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VISUAL COMMUNICATION AND DESIGN 
 

AIM: 

This study will enable students to:  

• Develop and apply drawing skills using a range of techniques to make their design thinking visible 

• Develop a range of skills in selecting and applying media, materials, manual and digital methods to suit 
design purposes 

• Apply a design process to create visual communication 

• Understand how design elements and principles are used in the creation of visual communications 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Through project based learning, students will develop skills in technical drawing such as one and two point 
perspective, isometric drawing and pencil rendering. They will also investigate the elements and principles of 
design, the characteristics of different materials and be introduced to programs such as Photoshop and       
Illustrator. Students will also develop skills related to decision-making, planning and task analysis while 
working through a design brief. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENT: 

• A number of practical projects using a variety of techniques and materials which may include posters, 
typography, furniture design, logos, advertisements and CD covers 

• A Folio containing evidence of the student’s planning and journey through the design process 

• Analysis and evaluation tasks using appropriate design terminology 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

This will prepare students for VCE Visual Communication Units 1-4. It is also beneficial for other folio based 
subjects such as VCE Art Making and Exhibiting, Media and Design Technology. 

 

 

Visual Communication & 
Design 

$50 
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English and Humanities Electives 

 

COMMERCE 
 

AIM:  

To engage and inform students to develop reasoning, problem-solving and interpretation skills to respond  to 
economics and business issues towards creating a prosperous, sustainable and equitable economy for  all 
Australians. Students develop a sense of belonging to and engaging with life as a member of                  
Australian society and the governmental decisions shaping the issues facing local, regional and global levels 
of civics  and citizenship.  

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW:  

This course covers the Victorian Curriculum discipline of Business and Economics (Business and  Accounting) 
and Civics and Citizenship (Legal). Commerce is split into three core units:  

Legal - Laws and Citizens: Students explore the court system, their jurisdictions, democratic rights and 
the  ability of citizens to influence the legislative process through pressure groups and direct action.   

Business - Economics and Business Reasoning: Students generate a range of viable options, taking          
into    account multiple perspectives, analysing and justifying courses of action, and predicting the intended 
and  unintended consequences of economic and business decisions.   

Accounting - The Role of Accounting in Business: Students investigate the role of accounting and how it 
is  used to assist in strengthening the growth of businesses, including the purpose of accuracy, keep-
ing  statements & balance sheets to ensure the flow of money.   

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS:  

• Folio of Exercises   

• Case Study  

• Structured Questions  

 

CURRICULUM LINKS:  

Students learn the key skills of research, analysis, evaluation and structures of writing associated with  com-
merce study as developed through a study into Legal, Business and Accounting.  

Links to content knowledge and skills required for VCE Accounting Units 1-4. Links to content 
knowledge  and skills required for VCE Business Management Units 1-4. Links to content knowledge and 
skills required  for VCE Legal Units 1-4. 
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CREATIVE WRITING AND JOURNALISM 
 

AIM:  

Students will benefit from learning how to write in a wide range of styles and formats. They will enjoy devel-
oping their writing skills, and increasing their confidence in expression in both creative and journalistic    
writing. The result will be a class-produced magazine, showcasing a collection of their writing across the   
semester. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW:  

Students will learn techniques for a range of different writing styles. They will develop confidence and skills 
in self-expression in creative writing forms such as short stories, poetry, and creative non-fiction (personal 
essays). Elements of creative writing such as characterisation, theme, point of view, language techniques, 
setting, dialogue and style will be explored. Students will also develop skills in a range of other writing styles 
and forms associated with journalism, including feature articles, interviews, reviews, opinion pieces and    
human-interest stories. They will work both individually and collaboratively on the end result: a class      
magazine featuring their work across the semester. 

Students will develop confidence in their writing skills and an awareness of how to follow a writing process 
for set forms and styles.  

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS:  

Students will be assessed on both the practical and theoretical aspects of this subject. Students will be     
assessed on their writing folio, which will be the culmination of a range of independent activities, and their 
contribution to and role in producing the class magazine. Assessment links to the Victorian Curriculum for 
English. 

 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS:  

English, Literature, Drama and Media. 
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DEBATING 

 
AIM: 

Students will improve their ability to communicate both in small groups and in larger contexts, increasing their 
confidence and ability to develop complex and sustained arguments. Students will improve their knowledge of 
how to synthesise  an argument and draw on a range of logical structures to support a particular position.  

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

During this elective, students will engage with a wide range of ethical, social and philosophical issues which   
culminate in regular debates.  Debating topics will emerge from current issues in the media as well as national 
and international policy formation. Students will also develop an in depth knowledge of major theoretical lenses 
through which modern argumentation has been formed. Students who join this elective do not necessarily have 
to join the interschool debating as well, although they might choose to take part.  

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

Students will engage in regular formative debates during which they will be assessed for their speaking and   
listening skills against the F-10 English Curriculum.  

 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

 

• VCE English, Analysis of Argument 

• F-10 Curriculum - English Language Strand 

• Science, Technology and Humanities 

• Students will debate issues relevant to a wide range of other subjects 

• Links with VCE English, Units 1-4 
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POLITICS AND LAW 
 

AIM: 

To develop student’s knowledge and understanding surrounding the Australian legal system, including the 
role of international legal obligations. 

To enhance student’s abilities to critically analyse and evaluate the role of Australia’s political system in  
transforming the way Australia is governed, including comparisons to other forms of government throughout 
the world. 

  

CONTENT OVERVIEW:  

Students will investigate the role of the three levels of Australia’s political system and explore the process of 
parliamentary policy making. This subject investigates the importance of the constitution in outlining the     
importance of laws and reconciliation for Indigenous Australian’s that have been discriminated against within 
this document. Students will be able to complete a case study that reflects on the way Australia is governed 
and compare our political system to that of other countries throughout the world. This also incorporates     
exploration of Australia’s international role in assisting third world countries through foreign aid, peacekeeping 
missions and the United Nations. 

Students begin the investigation into Australia’s legal system by exploring the rule of law and the foundation 
for the creation of laws. Students are able to participate in mock trials, role plays on how laws are made, and 
will be able to explore an interactive courtroom through online digital tools. Students will look at statistics 
about crime throughout Victorian and explore the emergence of youth crime throughout our suburbs.       
Students finish the unit of work by creating an animated clip that evaluates the role of Australia’s                   
international legal obligations. 

  

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Politics - Structured Questions 

• Law - Case Study 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

This elective will cover the following content areas from the Victorian Curriculum: 

• Civics and Citizenship 

• Ethical Capability 

• Intercultural Capability 

• Personal and Social Capability 

 
Assist as a pathway into Year 10 Commerce or Year 10 Legal, and further into VCE Legal Studies. 
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LITERACY and NUMERACY ELECTIVES -  
 

Literacy Support 

AIM 

To provide targeted Literacy teaching and learning for students who need extra time and support. 

CONTENT OVERVIEW 

• Literacy Support will reinforce the Year 9 curriculum 

• The elective will also provide students with the core skills and concepts that underpin their current  
working level 

• Reading strategies, Literacy responses and refined writing skills understandings will be addressed 

• Students will be able to build upon their current skills and understanding to improve their Literacy 
knowledge 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Fountas and Pinnell Reading assessments 

• Writing samples 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

• Direct links to Victorian English Curriculum  

• Improving Literacy, Reading and Writing skills and understandings  

 

 

Numeracy Support 

AIM 

To provide targeted Numeracy teaching and learning for students who need extra time and support. 

CONTENT OVERVIEW 

• Numeracy Support will reinforce the Year 9 curriculum 

• The elective will also provide students with the core skills and concepts that underpin their current  
working level 

• Numeracy understandings will be addressed 

• Students will be able to build upon their current skills and understanding to improve their Numeracy 
knowledge 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Pre and Post Numeracy assessments (per topic) 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

• Direct links to Victorian Mathematics Curriculum  

• Improving Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and Probability. 
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Languages - Semester 1 AND 2 
SEAL students must continue with their selected language from Year 8  

If students choose to do a language (French or Japanese), it must be done for the entire year, therefore 
counting as 2 electives.  

 

FRENCH 
 AIM: 

To develop communicative skills in French through language knowledge and intercultural awareness of the 
Francophone world. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

The Year 9 French program focuses on 4 core units of work related to the topics of ‘Exploring Francophone 
Countries’, ‘Outdoors Lifestyle, ‘Food, Celebrations and Health’ and ‘Fashion and Shopping’. These units are 
interrelated to the Year 10 course which explores ‘Life beyond Family and School’, ‘History and Culture’, the 
‘Environment’ and ‘Future Plans about Education, Aspirations and Career Choices’. 

Each unit has a focus on literacy in the area of vocabulary development and scaffolding grammar concepts to 
improve reading comprehension, translation and writing skills, including intonation, specific expressions and 
cultural gestures in role-plays/oral communication. The program has a broad range of activities to promote 
and enhance the various macro skills (speaking, reading, listening, viewing, writing and reflecting) involved in 
language learning. A range of viewing stimulus materials are also used to engage in social and cultural discus-
sions in transition for Year 10. 

To enhance culture knowledge and intercultural understandings, each unit of work is further extended with a 
broad range of practical and extra-curricular activities such as cultural visits through incursions and           
excursions.  Students are exposed to and have opportunities to participate in events such as poetry and writ-
ing competitions “Le Concours Berthe Mouchette’, French film festival, French plays, Crepe Day and Cultural 
Diversity week. There are also plans for a future French Study Tour to France. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Ongoing online vocabulary and grammar short tests in quiz format on Quizlet.Live, Quizizz, Kahoot and 
Socrative to review progress and consolidate understanding 

• Regular listening and reading comprehension tests 

• Role-plays and class presentations to develop speaking skills 

• Cultural discussions and projects on various themes to add the cultural differences and awareness    
dimensions to learning 

• End of Unit test on each topic/theme studied 

• Benchmark task for each unit of work to assess core skills  

• Berthe Mouchette competitions 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

• Direct links with the Cultural/Intercultural, Creative and Critical Thinking Capabilities 

• Improvement of literacy skills 

• Opportunity to continue tertiary courses at University 

• VCE Units 1- 4 French  
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JAPANESE 
 

AIM: 

To develop communicative skills in Japanese through language knowledge and study of Japanese culture.   

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

The Year 9 Japanese program focuses on five core units of work related to the topics of Personal Milestones, 
Languages and Nationalities, Fast Food and Health, Shopping, and Free Time. These units focus on essential 
grammar and vocabulary and are designed to build a strong foundation as students progress to senior       
levels.   

Each unit has a focus on literacy in the area of ‘Katakana’ and ‘Kanji’ script and vocabulary development 
as well as scaffolding grammar concepts to improve reading comprehension and writing skills,                
specific expressions and cultural gestures in oral communication tasks. Students participate in a broad range 
of activities to promote and enhance all five macro skills (viewing, reading, writing, listening and speaking) 
involved in language learning.   

To enhance cultural knowledge and intercultural understanding, each unit of work is also extended with 
practical and extra-curricular activities such as incursions and excursions. Students are exposed to and have 
opportunities to participate in events such as writing competitions, the Japanese film festival, calligraphy 
competitions and Cultural Diversity week. There are plans for a future Study Tour to Japan.  

  

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Ongoing vocabulary and grammar assessment in quiz format to review progress and consolidate                 
understanding  

• Regular listening and reading comprehension tasks   

• Role-plays and class presentations to develop listening and speaking skills   

• Cultural discussions and projects on various themes to add the cultural differences and awareness    
dimensions to learning 

• End of Unit tests/benchmark tasks related to each topic/theme studied   

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

• Direct links with the Cultural/Intercultural, Creative and Critical Thinking Capabilities  

• Improvement of literacy skills 

• Opportunity to continue tertiary courses at University 

• VCE Japanese units 1-4  
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Physical Education and Health Electives 

ADVANCE - Semester 1 AND 2 
Due to the specialist nature of this subject, numbers are restricted to 22 students. 

This is a year-long elective so students must undertake it in Semester 1 and 2, therefore counting 
as two electives. Please also note that the Advance Program is a two year program running 
across both Years9 and 10. 

 

AIM: 

By the end of the year, students will have completed the Surf Rescue Certificate Award, Basic First Aid, a surf 
camp experience, swimming sessions, they will be a member of Mordialloc Life Saving Club and have        
completed beach patrol activities. 
 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students will cover leadership, team building and working in teams, initiative skills, creative thinking and      
respect. Students will also participate in swimming sessions all year round to work on the following strokes and 
stroke correction: 

• Freestyle 

• Backstroke 

• Lifesaving backstroke (survival backstroke) 

• Side stroke 

• Butterfly  

• Breaststroke 

• Practical classes with other sports and games 

These sessions will be linked to swimming fitness for timed swim for their Surf Rescue Certificate and a lead 
into the survival stroke for Year 10 Advance Pool Bonze Medallion.  

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• DRSABCD 

• Basic First Aid 

• Surf Rescue Certificate 

• Participation in Camps and Excursions 

• Swimming time trial - 200m in 5 minutes or under 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

This elective will provide the students with skills and knowledge in different areas of the Victorian Curriculum 
including Physical Education and prepare students for the following VCE and VET subjects: 

• VCE Physical Education 

• VCE Health and Human Development 

• VCE Outdoor Education and Environmental Studies 

• VET Sport and Recreation 

Advance 

$400 
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DANCE 

 
AIM: 
 

Students will develop their understanding of dance through refining their physical capabilities in creative 
choreography and body awareness, as well as theoretical understandings of the cultural and societal     
impact of dance across history. This subject is aimed at both beginner and higher ability levels.    

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Making: Students will focus on expressing ideas through movement, learning about  choreographic intent 
and how the manipulation of dance forms and elements can help to convey ideas, perspectives and stories. 
They will work on both learning and choreographing their own group and individual routines using genre-
specific movements, as well as how to present for an audience. These routines will help them to develop 
movement vocabulary and an understanding of structure with regard to dance sequences.  
 
Responding: Students will also analyse dances from both contemporary times in popular culture (e.g. 
movies) and throughout history to gain an understanding of dance practice across local, national and     
international contexts. In addition to this, students will need to evaluate their own choreography and    
performance. Finally, students will learn about safe dance practices including developing their understand-
ing of the muscular and skeletal systems and how these contribute to movement. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

As previously outlined, students will be expected to both analyse and perform dances.  

• Choreographed performance of group and individual routines (one per term). Students will cover 
both technical performances and narrative (composition) performances.  

• Research project on dance during different time periods  

• Written analyses throughout the semester of dance performances watched and discussed in class 

• Written test on safe dance practices (covering muscular and skeletal systems) 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

The curriculum for this subject is drawn from across the Victorian Curriculum for Dance. This subject will 
prepare students for possible future VCE Dance pathways. It is also beneficial for other Performing Arts  
subjects, such as Drama.  
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EXERCISE SCIENCE 

AIM: 
 

Exercise Science is a precursor to Year 10 Physical Education where students will investigate the relationships 
between muscles and bones, biomechanics and body systems in the production of movement in physical    
activity. Students complete various laboratory investigations to allow a greater understanding of how the    
human body utilises various systems in order to generate movement patterns specific to sports performance. 
In  practical classes, students will evaluate their own performance and design tailored interventions to help 
improve skill components specific to their individual goals in sport. Students will also research the behavioural 
and social components related to sport including health promotion, physical activity and chronic disease as 
well as injury prevention and recovery strategies. This unit has a specific focus on individual fitness and is  
designed to provide a scientific approach to understanding physical activity.  

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

• Muscles 

• Bones 

• Fitness components 

• Biomechanics 

• Body systems used during physical activity 

• Goal setting in sport 

• Health promotion 

• Nutrition 

• Injury prevention 

• Recovery 

• Rehabilitation 

• Training methods 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Laboratory tasks 

• Energy Systems Assessment 

• Periodised Training Program 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

This elective will provide the students with skills and knowledge in different areas of the Victorian Curriculum 
including Physical Education and prepare students for the following VCE subjects: 

• VCE Physical Education  

• VCE Health and Human Development 

• VET Sport and Recreation 
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
Due to the specialist nature of this subject, numbers will be restricted to 24 students.  

To be considered for Outdoor Education students must fill out an application form which 
is emailed to all students. As well as selecting it through the application process. 

 

AIM: 

Year 9 Outdoor Education is a semester-length program that focuses on the creation and maintenance of 
healthy, positive, sustainable relationships between people and the natural environment. It aims to introduce 
students to the practical skills and key knowledge involved in Outdoor Education through the participation in a 
variety of activities in the outdoors, within both the local and wider communities. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Throughout this unit the key elements involved are the natural environment, local communities and outdoor 
activities. Students will participate in both practical and theoretical studies of the following: 

• Australian environments and Megafauna 

• Conservation and Tourism Recreation 

• Risk Assessment and outdoor environments 

• Rock environments and exploration 

• Camping and survival skills 

• Rafting and river environment 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Tests  

• Practical assessments 

• Group work 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

This elective will provide the students with skills and knowledge in different areas of the Victorian Curriculum 
including Physical Education and prepare students for the following VCE subjects:  

 

• VCE Outdoor Education and Environmental Studies  

 

Outdoor Education 

$250 
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SPORTS EXCELLENCE PROGRAM (SEP)  
Year 9 SEP is a year long elective for enrolled Sports Excellence Program students only. 
Elements of this elective will incorporate Year 9 Exercise Science curriculum. Students 
are not permitted to enrol in both Exercise Science and Sports Exercise Program     elec-
tives at the same time. 

AIM: 

The Year 9 Sports Excellence Program is the next step for SEP students in consolidating skills and knowledge 
developed during the program in Years 7 and 8 and adding higher level elements of sports performance and 
athlete management. Students will investigate the relationships between muscles and bones, biomechanics 
and body systems in the production of movement in physical activity, in netball, basketball and AFL. Students 
complete various investigations to allow a greater understanding of how the human body utilises various   
systems in order to generate movement patterns specific to improved sports performance.  

In practical classes, students will evaluate their own performance and design tailored interventions to help 
improve skill components specific to their individual goals in sport. They will research the behavioural and  
social components related to sport including physical activity as well as injury prevention and recovery    
strategies. With a specific focus on individual fitness it is designed to provide a scientific approach to improve    
performance. Students will also work with community partners to further develop their performance profile, 
to enhance their pathways with Netball, Basketball and AFL Victoria. Students will have opportunities to en-
gage with sports physicians and elite sports testing facilities, to best understand how they can reach their full 
potential as student athletes.  

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

• Anatomy of Muscles & Bones 

• Fitness components for performance enhancement  

• Biomechanics and the science of movement  

• Body systems and sport integration 

• Goal setting and management  

• Nutrition for Performance  

• Activity Analysis and Statistics in Sport 

• Injury prevention and Sports Taping Techniques 

• Recovery Strategies  

• Rehabilitation and Prehabilitation  

• Training methods 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Performance Analysis  

• Activity Assessment 

• Anatomy and Biomechanics Test  

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

This elective will provide the students with skills and knowledge in different areas of the Victorian Curriculum 
including Physical Education and prepare students for the following VCE subjects: 

• VCE Physical Education  

• VCE Health and Human Development 

• VET Sport and Recreation 

Sports Excellence Program 

$400 
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Science Electives 

INVESTIGATING SCIENCE IN OUR WORLD 
 

AIM: 

Students will develop an understanding of the scientific method and how to conduct a scientific investigation. 
They will learn about key concepts in the areas of ecology, environmental science and earth science. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Have you ever wondered how living things are interconnected? Ever considered what effect fires, floods and 
drought have on the Australian landscape? Or how are we interacting with our surroundings? In this subject 
students will conduct their own investigations into a range of scientific issues across three topics – Ecology, 
Australian and Global Disasters and Protecting Native Species.   

In Ecology, students will explore interactions between organisms such as predator/prey, parasites,           
competitors, pollinators and disease. They will investigate how seasonal changes, destruction of habitats and 
introduced species can affect population sizes. They will construct food webs that model the energy flow into 
and out of an ecosystem, and discover what impact humans have had on ecosystems including Mordialloc 
Creek. Students will study current environmental issues and their effect on the various biomes within the  
Australian Environment. They will investigate how ecosystems change as a result of fire, drought and flooding 
and the effects of these on native species of plants. In Global Disasters, students will study plate tectonics. 
They will investigate the occurrence of earthquakes and volcanic activity at plate boundaries.    

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Field work 

• Study on Plate Tectonics 

• Research project Protecting a Native Species 

 

 

CURRICULUM LINKS: 

• Biology  

• Environmental Science 

• Earth Science 

 

 

 
Investigating Science in 

Our World 

$30 
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SELECT ENTRY ACCELERATED LEARNING (SEAL)  
 

SEAL ENGLISH 

AIM: 

To develop the range and power of the student’s language and communication skills. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Year 9 SEAL English (Year 10 English curriculum) involves the study of a variety of texts including novels, 
poetry and media which incorporate writing, reading, speaking and listening skills for varied purposes. Tasks 
are developed in line with the VCE English course. 

Reading and viewing: Students focus on language interaction, responding to literature, examining literature 
and analysing texts within a historical and contemporary context. For analysis of argument students move 
away from listing techniques and towards explaining argument in line with VCE units and exams. 

 
Speaking and listening: Students employ their knowledge from our Analysis of Argument unit to create a 
purposeful text that informs, persuades and engages audiences. Students will use organisation patterns, 
voice and language conventions to present their point of view on a subject.  

 
Writing: Students are encouraged to engage with creative writing, subsequently preparing them for the first 
VCE outcome in which they study a text and imitate its style. Within our writing units students focus on    
vocabulary, sentence and clause level grammar, punctuation, editing, experimentation and adaptation. 

 

SEAL HUMANITIES 

AIM: 

Year 9 SEAL Humanities is aligned to the Year 10 Humanities curriculum. Students study History, Geography 
and Economics to understand the world in which we live. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students study four core units across the year which include: 

• History - A Changing World: The focus in History is on Australia and the world during the period 
between 1914 to 1939. Students explore the social, cultural, political and economic              conse-
quences of this time, including how this is attributed to rising tension and global conflict. 

• Civics and Citizenship - Global Politics: Students explore the ideologies of differing political sys-
tems across the global and specifically investigate the impact of these systems on society. 

• Geography - Dark Tourism: The focus in geography is on exploring why people are          intrigued 
to visit some of the darkest events in human history. Students look at dark tourism of both human and 
natural cause, determining the effects on tourism within this industry. 

• Business and Economics - Economics: Students examine the dynamic and evolving world of eco-
nomics, exploring key economic principles, models, individual behaviours and incentives.       Students 
will investigate and solve economic problems and apply them to contemporary economic issues. 

 
These units have been designed to assist students in preparing for entry into potential VCE pathways.  
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SEAL MATHEMATICS 

AIM: 

Upon completion of Year 9 SEAL Mathematics (Year 10 Maths curriculum), students should be proficient in 
the application of Number, Arithmetic and algebra skills. They should be able to perform manipulations on 
given formulae to find unknown variables including all Measurement formulae and model mathematical   
equations on real life situations. Students should also be confident in graphing several types of functions and 
highlighting key  points of functions on their graphs. Through a variety of assessments including tests,     
projects, SACs, homework and exams, students will be able to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge 
and skills.   
 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

The course aims to equip students with the necessary mathematical skills to complete future studies in     
science, engineering, finance and other technical fields. The content that is covered includes:  

• Mathematical problem solving strategies  

• Calculating simple and compound interest 

• Calculating area, total surface area and volume for various shapes 

• Expanding and factorising algebraic expressions 

• Calculating the probability of events to occur 

• Simplifying expressions containing surds and indices 

• Using trigonometric ratios to find angles and side lengths 

• Using Pythagoras’ Theorem in both two and three dimensions 

• Solving and graphing both linear and quadratic equations 

• Solving simultaneous linear equations 

  

Students are given opportunities to complete extension tasks to further challenge themselves in this subject. 
These extension tasks look at mathematics such as vectors, complex numbers and calculus.  

 

SEAL SCIENCE 

AIM: 

Students will continue to enhance the scientific skills and concepts developed in Year 7 & 8 SEAL through 
further study of the key science disciplines. Science inquiry skills such as observation, recording of data, data 
analysis and problem solving will be addressed. By the end of the year students should have a broad base of 
scientific knowledge based on the Year 10 Science curriculum. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

The development of Science Inquiry skills is the focus for the start of the year with students designing and 
undertaking individual scientific investigations. They will then study the physics of motion, covering Newton’s 
Laws of Motion, and investigate the origins of the universe and the evolution of life on Earth including the Big 
Bang Theory, the theories of natural selection, speciation and human evolution.  

In second semester students study atomic structure and theory and basic chemistry as they continue to    
develop their practical skills necessary to collect and analyse data from experimental investigations.  During 
the last unit for the year students will develop information retrieval and report writing skills while             
investigating emerging DNA technologies.  
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