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Dear Students, Parents and Community Members,  

As all students have received semester reports at the end 

of term 2, you will notice they are currently assessed in 

their knowledge against AUSVELS curriculum standards, 

which provides a curriculum framework for teachers and 

determines the content we deliver in the classroom 

together with the expected capabilities and knowledge 

students should demonstrate at each level.   In 2017, we 

transition to the Victorian Curriculum standards which 

means some changes to the content we deliver. Some of 

the significant changes include: 

 

1. Coding across the Curriculum 

The Coding across the Curriculum programme will support 

the introduction of computer coding across different year 

levels in Australian schools. Importantly, this initiative will 

further support algorithmic thinking in the Australian 

Curriculum: Technologies and other key learning areas – 

including mathematics. The program will lead to greater 

exposure to computational thinking, and, ultimately, 

expand the pool of ICT-skilled workers in Australia.  

 

2. Focus on STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Mathematics) – Why is STEM 

important? 

“Developing STEM knowledge and skills are critical to 

facing current and future challenges, including living in a 

changing environment, effectively managing food and 

water, delivering improved health and wellbeing, and 

ensuring Victoria’s prosperity and development. 

We are raising the profile of STEM education with 

educators, leaders, careers advisors, students and their 

families and community. It is important that STEM 

education is seen as vital for all our young people’s futures, 

regardless of their intended pathway.”  

 http://www.education.vic.gov.au/  

 

The Victorian Government is investing in students’ 

understanding of Mathematics and Science and its 

importance to development and 

innovation to the future of Australia. 

 

3. Four Cross-curriculum priorities 

for student learning across all subjects. All 

subjects will include critical and creative thinking, ethical 

capability, intercultural capability, and personal and social 

capability.  With the upcoming curriculum day in August, a 

key focus for teachers for the day will be auditing the 

current curriculum and focussing on the inclusion of these 

priorities for 2017.  If you would like to know more about 

the Victorian curriculum standards, information can be 

found at 

 http://www.education.vic.gov.au/. 

 

Numeracy and Literacy Intervention 

This year, Mordialloc College has been lucky enough to 

secure the services of Liz Evans, our Numeracy and Literacy 
Intervention Specialist teacher. Liz has been working with 

Year 7 and 8 students throughout the year, using specially 
designed Literacy and Numeracy programs to support and 

encourage students to improve skills in these key areas. 

Students are selected for participation based on past 
results, pretests and a willingness to learn. The students 

have shown enthusiasm and increased confidence from 
participating in these sessions and have shown growth in 

their understanding and knowledge from these programs. 
It is a testament to Liz’s work that other students, not 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/support/Pages/stem.aspx
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/support/Pages/stem.aspx
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involved in the program express a keenness to be 

included.  

As we are in the first year of implementation of this 
program, we constantly review it and have made changes 

to the format to ensure the students are achieving 
successful outcomes, which means the program is 

achieving its intended purpose. 

If you have any queries or concerns about your child’s 
development in either of these areas, please contact your 

child’s teacher to discuss ways we can help them develop 

their skills. 

 

Tips for Parents for Supervising Your 
Child's Homework 

During Student, Teacher, Parent conferences, I often hear 

both parents and students say they have difficulty setting 

up a homework routine or parents are not quite sure how 
to support their child in completing homework tasks. I 

have included some tips for parents to assist you in 
helping your child with homework organisation. 

These tips may be useful for all subject 
areas.  

1. Set aside a specific time and place to do 
homework each day. 

2. Some children concentrate better with music or 
background noise. 

3. Define consequences for undone homework 
before it happens. 

4. Check your child's planner, project sheets, 
workbooks for homework due dates. Email your 
child’s teacher to find out about homework and 
due dates. 

5. Don't try to be an expert in every subject area. 
Just supervise. 

6. Encourage completeness of answers (full 
sentences, units of measure, etc.). 

7. Encourage labelling of homework with textbook 
page numbers, dates, etc. 

8. Schedule study time for tests well in advance 
(your child should have a week or two to prepare 
for tests) 

9. Plan out and start long-term projects well before 
they are due. 

10. Organise notebooks by subject and 
chronologically within a subject. 

11. Choose a set location for storing homework, 
books and supplies. 

If a child is using their iPad or other device for 
homework, ask questions about how they are using their 
device to help, what information they are looking for, 
what websites they are using that could be useful, what 
app they are using and how it helps them complete a 
task and have them show you the finished product. 
 

Use of Resource Sheets in Mathematics 

Mathematics tests are used at the end of a topic to assess 

students’ abilities in a particular unit of work. Test results 
are used in conjunction with other assessment tasks eg 

textbook exercises, common assessment tasks, projects 
and problem solving tasks to form a final judgement of a 

student’s ability. Students from Year 7-10 are permitted to 

have “resource sheets” in Maths tests. There are a number 
of reasons for this: 

1. Students have open book for some exams for Maths 

at VCE. 

2. It is a technique that encourages studying before a 
test - students must know and select relevant and 

important information to include on their resource 
sheet. They are encouraged to include only things 

that they may still need some help with. 

3. It takes the focus away from having to memorise 
Maths formulae and more on how to use the 

formulae – they don’t have to waste time on 

memorising but allows them to focus on 
understanding instead. 

4. It’s a way to organise their thoughts. 

5. Helps to reduce “test stress” 

Students should be fully prepared for tests by bringing the 

correct equipment. It is good to get in a habit of test 
preparation from Year 7, as students will be faced with 

tests and exams throughout their secondary and tertiary 
education. All students should attend tests with pencils, 

erasers, sharpeners and a scientific calculator. A calculator 
is essential as iPads are not permitted under test 

conditions. 

 

Year 7 Maths – The Real Game 

Year 7 students are participating in a program called The 
Real Game. The goal is to help 
young people prepare for success in 

the workforce of the 21st century, 
and in adult life. It is an innovative, 

interactive and experiential career 
exploration which teaches them to 

assess personal strengths and 

weaknesses and evaluate job 
satisfaction.  

Continued on page 3 



Page 3  2016 Newsletter No .21  

1 Station Street, Mordialloc 3195 Australia  Telephone (+613) 9580 1184  Facsimile (+613) 9587 5443  email  Mordialloc.co@edumail.vic.gov.au  
www.mcsc.vic.edu.au 

 

Important DatesImportant DatesImportant Dates   
July 
Monday 25 

 Y11 VCAL: Big Issue - Homelessness 
Wednesday 27 

 VTAC Parent & Student Information 
Evening 7:00pm at Parkdale 

Secondary College 
Thursday 28 

 Y11 Health: Blood Donation  

Friday 29 
 VCE Studio Art to NGV  

 

August 
Thursday 4 
 Y11&12 Le Concours Berthe 

Mouchette  

 Y11 VCAL Scope Industry Visit  
Tuesday 9 

 Y10 Sexual Health Session 1 
Tuesday 16 

 Y11 VCAL: Melbourne Street Art Tour  

Thursday 18 
 Y9&Y10 Round Robin 

Monday 22 
 Y11 VCAL to NGV  

Tuesday 23 
 Y10 Sexual Health Session 2 
 
  

Save the Date Save the Date   
Art Show October 11  

Save the date in your calendar for our annual art show.  

Invitation for Community Artworks please  

contact Lea Gilbert on 9580 1184 or email  

gilbert.lea.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

During the game students will: 

 Role play contemporary adult roles, based on 

contemporary Australian workforce realities 

 Learn about many aspects of real life that you and all 

adults face regularly 

 Hold a job, and balance work and other aspects of 

their character’s lives 

 Budget for housing, groceries, transportation, and 

other needs 

 Learn time management, goal setting, and problem 

solving 

Learn skills they will be able to use throughout their lives 

Participating in The Real Game allows your child to: 

 Assume an adult work role and explore aspects of 

adult life in a safe, supportive environment 

 Realise the importance of mastering essential 

workplace skills, knowledge and attitudes 

 Understand the value of all work and the importance 

of ongoing education, teamwork, and positive attitudes 

Learn how school courses are relevant to future life and 

work roles 

Through the game students develop positive attitudes 
toward the future that can help them to shape the lives 

they want to live. The Real Game program is designed to 
introduce a wide range of available occupations and give 

students career exploration skills, not to direct them to 

particular occupations.  

The involvement of community members, parents and 
guardians, is a key element of The Real Game program. 

Your child may bring home exercises he or she is working 
on that relate to issues in people’s lives - prioritising 

expenditures, choosing career options and coping with 
unexpected changes. You may also be invited to attend 

class events. Any support or time you can give to these 

activities will help reinforce the issues and lessons that the 
program introduces, and help prepare your child for the 

future. 

If there is anything you would like to discuss about The 
Real Game program and your child's progress, or ways you 

would like to participate, please contact Alice Leppin or 
George Tzimourtas. 

 

Subject Weeks in Term 3 

Mordialloc College is building the profile and promoting our 

house points system this year and one of the areas where 

students can earn house points is participation in activities 
run during subject weeks. There are a number of subject 

weeks this term and as such, we encourage all students to 
get involved, enjoy some fun games and activities and 

earn points for their house. 

 

 

Art Club After School 

A reminder to all that Art Club sessions are 3.30-5.30pm in 

Room G4 on Wednesdays. All staff and students are 
welcome to attend. Please check next week’s newsletter 

for an update on what techniques Art Club will be 
focussing on in these sessions. 

Bryony Lowe 

Director of Numeracy 

Continued from page 2 
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A night with 

Gabriel Gaté…  

Tickets $35 
WEDNESDAY  

3 AUGUST - 7:00 - 9:00pm 

Mordialloc College Enquiry Zone 

Join us for a fun night of food, wine and entertainment. 
Experience an exclusive night with Gabriel Gaté and Sandra 
Bernard from Chateau Cuisine. See the famous chefs in 
action as they produce world renowned culinary delights.  
Tickets available at the General Office. Phone 9580 1184 if 
you would like to order over the phone and pay by credit 
card. 

WORLD  CHALLENGE  FUNDRAISER 
Thank you to    

our wonderful 

sponsors 

TICKETS ARE SELLING 

FAST, O
RDER NOW 

BEFORE THEY ARE 

GO
NE

…... 

PLEASE MAKE PAYMENT BY:  CASH            CHEQUE            VISA            MASTERCARD           

CARD NUMBER:  

CARDHOLDER NAME:                                                           CCV:                 EXPIRY DATE:                       

STUDENT NAME:                                               AMOUNT:  $  

SIGNATURE:                                                           CONTACT PHONE NO:  

 

A
 n

igh
t w

ith
 G

ab
rie

l G
até

 

T
IC

K
E

T
 O

R
D

E
R

  
P

le
ase

 co
m

p
le

te
 th

e
 p

aym
e
n

t d
e
tails a

n
d

 p
lace

 yo
u

r o
rd

e
r at th

e
 G

e
n

e
ral O

ffice
. 

Your ticket includes:  wine, cheese and nibbles, a Trivia competition, a cooking demonstration, footage from Gabriel’s latest Tour De France 

cooking show and copies of Gabriel’s new cookbook will also be available for purchase on the night with proceeds going to World Challenge. 


