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No.13 Principal’s Update 

Dear Families, Students and Community Members, 

John Monash Science School visit 

To reward some of our high performing VCE 
students an excursion was organised to spend 
half a day at John Monash Science School. This 
took place on Tuesday. It was an opportunity for 
some of our Year 11 and 12 students to visit a high 
performing state school, observe a different learning 
environment in action and engage in discussions with 
Year 12 students about how they approach their 
studies, with tips on VCE learning strategies. I 
attended, along with Andrew Moffat and Matthew 
Brooks. Unfortunately we were limited in the number 

of students we could take, however, students shared 
their experiences and key learnings with their fellow 
students in Mentor sessions the next day. 

I would like to share some of our student’s feedback 
about their experience:  

“Reassuring to find out such a high performing school 
is the same as us.” 

“It was really interesting discovering what drives 
ambitious students and hopefully we can use this 
experience to help push ourselves to reach our 
potential.” 

“It was really insightful to see how other 
people work and how they are achieving 
their goals.” 

“Nice to see how much in common we 
have with people from such a different 
school” 

“Seeing the difference in attitude towards 
school and priorities.” 

“Really good to see how other VCE students are 
coping.” 

“Recognising that everyone has weaknesses as well 
as strengths.” 

“Learnt some useful study techniques and how to 
maximise the effective use of my time to learn and 
revise work.” 

Building Program Update 

I’m sure most have noticed that our old Performing 
Arts space – C3, near the railway line –  has now 
been demolished and the area is currently being 
landscaped. This area of the school is now quite 
exposed, however, a fence will be erected along the 
boundary of the school this week. In all likelihood this 
area will become the location for 

Continued on page 2 
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Continued p1 

two modern portables in the short-term as the school 
continues to grow, until further funding is received to 
see the completion of our master plan. 

NAPLAN: National Assessment Program 

Literacy and Numeracy 

Last week all students in Year 7 and 9 sat the national 

tests in Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar, 

Punctuation and Numeracy. I would like to congratulate 

all students for their exemplary behaviour and positive 

attitude during the three days of testing and for treating 

these tests seriously in striving to achieve their 

Personal Best.  

The results once available will be used to: 

 help teachers identify students who require 

greater challenges or additional support 

 help the College identify strengths and, if any, 

gaps in teaching programs and to set goals in 

Literacy and Numeracy 

 provide additional feedback to students and 

parents about individual achievements and 

progress 

All parents of students in Year 7 and 9 will receive a 

NAPLAN report on their child’s progress later this year. 

The report is only one aspect of the school’s 

assessment and reporting process, and does not replace 

the more extensive and informed judgements made 

about your child by teachers. Thanks to Jennifer Roep, 

Andrew Moffat, Janine Danckert and Daniel Williams for 

organising and running the three mornings of tests with 

our larger cohorts of students in Year 7 and 9.  

Work Experience 

This week our entire Year 10 group of students is out 

on work experience, as part of the compulsory VCE Unit 

one subject all Year 10 students undertake at Mordialloc 

College, called Industry and Enterprise. Completing this 

unit not only gives all of our Year 10 students credit 

towards attaining their VCE, it also is a more meaningful 

way to deliver the careers curriculum. Students have 

organised placements in a huge variety of workplaces 

and locations across Melbourne. For example, in real 

estate, hospitality, vet clinics, accountant and business 

firms, graphic design, education, information 

technology, automotive, law, health and fitness, 

building and construction. A big thank you must go to 

our Pathways Coordinator, Jane Jamieson, for all her 

hard work supporting our students to find suitable work 

placements for this week; and to all the businesses, not 

only in our community but extending well beyond, for 

being prepared to accept a student for the week into 

their place of work. Thanks also to the many teachers 

who have been out to visit the students in their 

workplace this week. 

Year 8 Camp 

On May 3rd-5th our Year 8 students attended camp at 

Phillip Island. Students had the opportunity to 

participate in a range of adventure and team building 

activities. Thanks to Year 8 team leader and Year Level 

Coordinator, Simon Cummins, for organising and 

leading this camp for our students, and the Year 8 team 

of teachers who joined Simon over the three days and 

made it such a success: Luke Wesselingh, Vicky Vrettos, 

Dylan Piubello, Amy Webber, Alice Leppin, Katrina 

Anastassiou, Adelle Stevenson, Matthew Brooks, Liz 

Evans and Daniel Williams. 

Cross Country 

On Tuesday May 9 the College Cross Country was held 

on a mild autumn afternoon. Congratulations go to 

Yerlonga (blue house) on their great win and to each 

age group champion. It was a terrific contest between 

the four houses with a high participation rate across the 

whole school, and shows how important it is to 

participate to the best of your ability whether running or 

walking the course. Congratulations to Sport 

Coordinator Cory Watters for his excellent organisation 

of this event and to all students and staff for their 

positive involvement during the afternoon.  

Jewellery 

A reminder of the rules outlined in the College uniform 

policy regarding jewellery. Jewellery is not to be worn 

apart from a wristwatch and a plain stud or sleeper for 

students with pierced ears. Piercing of other body parts 

must not be visible.  

Ms. Michelle Roberts 

Principal 
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May 2017 

Monday 22 
 Year 9B MEX Community Placements 

 Year 9D Physical Education Dance 

Program 

 Year 8 Physical Education Rock 
Climbing Excursion 

 Year 12 Business Management Yakult 

Excursion 

Tuesday 23 
 Year 9 A, B, C, E and F Physical 

Education Dance Program 

Wednesday 24 
 Kingston Division Cross Country 

 Year 7 to 9 SEAL History Competition 

Thursday 25 
 Year 9D PE Dance Program 

Tuesday 29 
 Year 7 to 9 SEAL Science Competition 

Friday 26 
 VCE French Immersion Camp (until 

Sunday 28 May) 

Tuesday 30 

 Year 7 to 9 SEAL Science 
Competition 

June 2017 

Thursday 1 
 SEAL Excursion Reading Matters 

Thursday 8 
 Years 7—10 Berthe Mouchette French  

Poetry Competition 

Thursday 22 
 2018 Senior School Information Night 

for all current Year 9 and 10 students 

6:30pm SEAL and Year 9 VCE, VCAL and 

VET transitions 

7:00pm Year 10 VCE, VCAL and VET 

Friday 30 
 Senior Formal 

 

 

 

 

Why can’t I skip my 20 minutes 
of reading tonight? 

Student “A” reads 20 minutes each day. 

3600 minutes in a school year. 

1,800,000 words - 90th percentile 

Student “B” reads 5 minutes each day. 

900 minutes in a school year.  

282,000 words - 50th percentile 

Student “C” reads 1 minute each day. 

180 minutes in a school year.  

8,000 words - 10th percentile 

 

By the end of the 6th grade Student “A” will have 

read the equivalent of 60 whole school days. 

Student “B” will have read only 12 school days.  

Which student would you expect to have a better 

vocabulary?  

Which student would you expect to be more 

successful in school...and in life? 

(Nagy and Herman, 1987) 

“The more you read, the more things 

you know. The more that you learn, the 

more places  
you’ll go.” - Dr. Seuss 
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French News 

France Study Tour 2018 

 

We are pleased to announce to the school community that we are currently planning for a French Study Tour to 

France for September 2018 (which will take place during part of the Term 3 school holidays). The proposed 

dates for the tour are from Saturday 15 to Sunday 29 September. Students in Years 8-11 this year (2017) will be 

eligible to attend. The 15-day trip will cover a week in Rouen with 15 hours of lessons at the language school; 

visits to the cities of Rouen, Normandy and Tours to visit the famous Loire Valley chateaux, Leonardo Da Vinci’s 

house in Chenonceau and more.., and to learn about other historical facts namely: Joan of Arc, le Mont Saint-

Michel and the Normandy region. The final few days will be spent in central Paris to visit all the famous icons 

(Les Catacombes, La Tour Eiffel, Seine River Cruise, Notre Dame Cathedrale, Sacre Coeur and Montmartre, the 

Chateaux de Versailles, Louvre, and more…). The week in Rouen will include a home-stay experience for 

students, staying in pairs with an allocated family. If you are an interested participant, please see Mrs Peerbux 

to collect a letter to confirm your Expression of Interest. Once we can confirm the numbers, then an information 

evening will be organised where details about the proposed itinerary and a payment plan will be clearly outlined 

to all parents and participants. Please do not hesitate to contact by email: 

peerbux.sehenaze.b@edumail.vic.gov.au or leave a message at the College on 9580 1184 and I will phone you 

back.  

If you have already taken an EOI letter home, please return the signed slip asap either to the General Office or 

to one of the French teachers, so we can finalise the numbers to confirm a date for the Parents/Students 

Information Evening. Merci beaucoup! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VCE French Immersion Camp at Portsea 

Our 3 Year 12 French students (Hannah Blavo, Elena Holland and 

Natalie Wood) have been offered full subsidy from the DET to 

attend the VCE French Immersion camp at Portsea. This camp, 

sponsored by the Education Department and organised by the 

Alliance Française de Melbourne, is a wonderful opportunity to 

meet other students learning French as well as have some 

anticipation for the final exams preparation. The camp will be 

happening from Friday 26 to Sunday 28 May. We are very hopeful 

to hear back from the students about their experience after the 

camp. Stay tuned to read what the students have to say! 

 

mailto:peerbux.sehenaze.b@edumail.vic.gov.au
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French News continued...  

Year 10-12 French Excursion – La Comtesse Bis (Molière French Play) 

On Friday 5  May we went to Collingwood College Theatre to watch a live French performance, titled ‘La 

Comtesse Bis’ which is a play within a play, integrating the work of playwright Moliere, that extracts important 

scenes from both ‘La Comtesse d’Escarbagnas’ and ‘La Critique de école des femmes’. Overall, it was a fun 

afternoon to enjoy something different, even though we had to travel a long way back and forth to the venue 

on a Friday afternoon. 

Mrs Bibi Peerbux 
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Cathedral Ranges Hike 

Student Value Awards 

Thank you to the following Year 8 students for displaying our school values of Respect and Responsibility 

when supporting students completing the SEAL entrance exams. 

Celina Lum Tahlia Peacock Matilda Wilson Rose Patel Matthew Wade 

On 4 May the Year 10 Advance class departed for the 

Cathedral Ranges for an overnight hike. The terrain was 

varied and challenging with long flat walks, massive 

uphill slopes with steps knee high and paths riddled with 

uneven rocks with drops either side of us on the ridge of 

the mountain. Close to the tallest peak, we took a 

break. Shrubs and bushes surrounded us and we 

couldn't see much. We took our bags off and pushed 

through the bushes and came to the edge of the ridge 

and there lay the most amazing valley. The view was so 

extraordinary and the hike finally became worth it. 

We soldiered on and managed to get to our camp site 

just before the sun went down. Everyone darted to get 

their tents set up before dark. We managed to get set 

up, got a feed and played some good old 40/40. 

Everyone was thoroughly exhausted and we all hit the 

hay passing out very quickly. 

The morning was freezing, the air was foggy and 

dew sat upon our tents. Some of us wore 5 

layers we were so cold! We packed up as quickly 

as we set up and were off. We hiked to where 

the bus was (which wasn't as far or as strenuous 

as our first hike to the camp) and took off home. 

We stopped on the way home to get lunch. 

There was Maccas or KFC and unlucky for 

Maccas they were closed (missed out on 21 

customers). We got back to school and were 

exhausted and smelly. The hike was a great 

bonding experiences as well as physically 

demanding. Such a great time! Thanks to Miss 

Gorman and Mr Fisher for coming and Mr Evans 

for organising it.  

By Levi Burns 

Year 10 Student 
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Year 11 Unit 1 Biology – Fieldtrip to Ricketts Point 

On Wednesday 10 May students undertaking Unit 1 Biology 

travelled around the bay to Ricketts Point in Beaumaris to 

complete a fieldwork study. The focus of their study was the 

rocky platform and the organisms that inhabit it. During the day 

they worked along two transect lines, using quadrants to collect 

data on what organisms were present and where. Students 

spent time exploring the rock shelf and considering the 

adaptations of the organisms that they found. Back in the 

classroom students discussed patterns in distribution of 

organisms and suggested reasons for them.  

Robyn Wilson 

Biology Teacher 

 

Student News 

Mark Dreyfus visit to Year 12 Legal 

Studies class 

The Honourable Mark Dreyfus, the federal member 

for Isaacs (our electorate) and Australia’s shadow 

Attorney General met with the Year 12 Legal Studies 

class on Friday the 5 May to assist with our studies. 

This was a wonderful opportunity for us to discuss 

relevant areas of the course, such as constitutional 

law, which we have recently studied. Mark has an 

extensive knowledge of such areas as he was 

formerly established as a practising barrister, 

awarded QC status, before becoming a politician; he 

has experience with constitutional matters, even 

representing Australia on an international level 

through the whaling case at the International Court 

of Justice. Mark provided great insight into the 

intricacies of the role of Attorney General, the 

shortfalls of our legal system and parliaments, and his 

thoughts on our process of referendum and 

fundamental principles of our democracy, such as 

representative and responsible government. Together 

we also discussed prominent questions Australia is 

faced with, such as the prospect of becoming a 

republic, the importance of legal aid and Australia’s 

problematic treatment of refugees through Manus and 

Nauru detention centres. It was a privilege to gain 

knowledge from an honourable and experienced 

politician, who has admirably served our community so 

well.  

Jemima Cleaver 

Year 12 Student 
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House Cross Country Results 

TUESDAY 9 MAY 2017 

AGE GROUP WINNERS: 

12-13 Year Female – Trinity Hutchinson / Laura 

Reeves 

12-13 Year Male – Sam Remedios 

14 Year Female – Bianca Davidson 

14 Year Male – Harry Weatherburn 

15 Year Female – Jasmine Ristevski 

15 Year Male – James Vicendese 

16 Year Female –Charlotte Davis 

16 Year Male – Lachlann Kilkenny 

17-20 Year Female – Camille Nightingale 

17-20 Year Male – Alex Bailey 

Cory Watters 

Sports Co-ordinator 

 

Yerlonga 

Iwala 

Bunurong 

Kalura 

Ist YERLONGA (Blue) - 656 points  

2nd KALURA (Green House) – 516 points 

3rd IWALA (Red) – 515 points 

4TH BUNURONG (Yellow House) – 410 points 
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Student News 

Year 9 Advance Surf Camp  

On the 15-18 March the Year 9 Advance class left school for Lorne. After a 3 hour bus ride, we arrived at the 

Lorne caravan park and started to set up our tents. 

We then headed down to the beach and began our first activity, surfing. For most of us it was our first time 

surfing, but everyone managed to stand up on the board. Afterwards we did our first run, swim, run and 

everyone did so well. We then went back to the caravan park to get all the seaweed out of our hair and started 

cooking dinner on our trangias. Some dinners were a bit of a disaster, but others were actually okay. For 2 

hours we went on a night walk with a stop to listen to Mr Evan’s “scary” stories. I’m pretty sure by the end 

everyone was tired and ready to go to bed, except a certain tent who continued to make noise! 

The next morning, we all were up before the teachers and were ready to make breakfast and be on the road to 

the next activity. The second day we were doing sea kayaking. We chose partners, geared up and headed out 

into the water. The waves weren’t that high or big, but everyone still had fun stealing each others paddles and 

tipping over their kayaks. Sea kayaking overall was a fun experience and thankfully afterwards we had no run 

swim runs. That night we went down to the park and played tag and 40/40. It was a great way to end the 

camp. 

The next morning we headed out to do some run swim runs and everyone was so tired by the end. The camp 

was so much fun, and I can’t wait to go on the end of year one. Thanks to Mr Fisher and Miss Lazzarro for 

coming along and Mr Evans for organising it all. 

Lucie Reekie 

Yr 9 Advance 

Ahoy there! I have had a stellar year so far teaching Business and 

Humanities at Mordialloc College. I want to give a shout out to all my 

students for being so friendly and hard working. Thanks guys, you’re 

awesome! If you’re not in my class you might have seen me at lunch on 

duty, at house athletics measuring your distance in the long jump event 

or on the Year 8 excursion to Cape Schanck. If you do see me around 

please come and say hi, I love to chat. Also get excited for House 

debating this year! I’ll be there helping all the teams prepare their 

cases. Some things that I love to do in my spare time include reading 

books, debating at university and going for walks. Now for a riddle. If 

an aeroplane crashes precisely on the border of the US and Mexico, 

where are the survivors buried? If you think you know the answer find 

me in the Year 8 office and let me know!  

 

What’s happening in the Mordialloc College Community... 

Introducing Peter Vicary 

Pre-Service Teacher 
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Community Notice Board 
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Personal Best - Work to the best of your ability. Pursue excellence, try hard and constantly 

seek to improve. 

Integrity  - Be true to yourself by doing what is right. Be honest and trustworthy. 

Respect  - Treat everyone with equal consideration. Be accepting of others and their 

differences. 

Responsibility - Be accountable for your actions. Contribute positively to the school and 

wider community. 

Community Notice Board 

Dobson’s 

Uniform Shop 

at Mordialloc 

College       

Trading Hours 

 Monday 8.30 - 11.30 

Wednesday 12.30 - 4.00 

Situated at the front of 

the main building. 

Telephone: 9587 0738    

 

 

U
n
ifo

rm
s 



Community Notice Board 


