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Principal’s Update 

Dear Families, Students and Community Members, 

Official Opening of Performing Arts Centre 

On Monday 24 April, the Minister of Education and Deputy 
Premier, James Merlino, accompanied by Mr Tim 
Richardson, State Member for Mordialloc, attended 
Mordialloc College to officially open our new Performing 
Arts Centre in the morning. We had a number of special 
guests attending, including Jenny Cocks and Jane Briese, 
the Directors of MINX Architecture, Managing Director - 
Mr. Duncan McPherson OAM and the Director Mr Peter 
Rahilly, of 2Construct Pty Ltd, Chris Ironside Education 
Improvement Leader, representing the South East Region, 
School Council president Nicky Hersey and Vice President 
Ian Fox. After taking the minister on a short tour of the 
school, the official proceedings took place in the 
Performing Arts Centre, with speeches by myself and Mr 

Merlino, and then the official ribbon cutting! Performing 
Arts Coordinator, Adelle Stevenson, Performing Arts 
Captains Francois Van Der Berg and Hannah Blavo, School 
Captain Finn McHenry and Vice-Captain Scott Kingsbury, 
all enjoyed being part of this ceremony with me.  

We look forward to the substantial contribution this facility 
will make to the teaching of Drama and Music at our 
school.  The individual learning needs of all students are 

catered for through the integrated approach to teaching 
and learning possible within this facility, with the centre 
providing flexible and collaborative teaching spaces, both 
indoors and outdoors.  

This was also an important opportunity for me to speak to 
James and Tim about further State Government funding 
to complete our masterplan and cater for the increase in 
our student enrolments.  They acknowledged that there 
was a need for further facility development and were 
receptive to our plans for the future, including the 
development of a new Visual Arts/Technology Centre, new 
Year 8 Learning Centre and a new Senior School study 
Centre with classrooms attached. 

Successful Open Events  

Last week we held two very successful open events for 
prospective students and parents, with up to 350 visitors 
to our Open Afternoon in the Year 7 Learning Centre on 
Saturday 22 April and over 400 visitors to our Open Night 
to see the whole school in action on Thursday 27 April. 
The success of such events is testament to our sense of 
community where staff, students and parent 
representatives from our College Council all played 
important roles at these events. The level of support and 
enthusiasm from all involved was extremely positive and 
affirming. My sincere thanks to Mr Daniel Williams, 
Director of Middle School, and Miss Jennifer Roep, 
Assistant Principal, who were the main organisers. I would 
also like to thank all staff for their attendance out of 
school hours for both events and for organising some 
terrific displays and highly engaging interactive 
workshops; to all the students who acted as tour guides 
or assisted with the interactive workshops, they were so 
proud to showcase their school; and to the parent 
representatives from College Council, who were very 
enthusiastic and proud to speak about Mordialloc College 
to prospective parents. 

A special thanks to our student speakers in the formal 
presentation part of the evening. They all did an 
outstanding job articulating what it means to them to be a 
student of Mordialloc College. Congratulations to Finn 
McHenry and Elena Holland, speaking in  Continued on page 2 

School representatives with the Minister for Education James 
Merlino and State Member Tim Richardson. 
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their capacity as School Captains; Beth Rowland and Toby 
Kristiansson representing the Year 7 cohort and speaking so 
well about their experiences to date; and Jade Goodman and 
John Curran representing Year 7 SEAL and Ben Stewart 
representing the Year 10 SEAL class and speaking at the 
SEAL presentations. 

Please see the feedback summary page containing lots of 
positive comments from prospective parents later in this 
newsletter. Congratulations to Tony Roberts who won the 
$100 Myer gift voucher, one of many who went into the draw 
for completing the learning journey passport on the night. 

On Friday 28 April we held the SEAL entrance exam for Year 
7 next year and we were again overwhelmed with the 
interest in this program and very high calibre of applicants. 
All applicants (83 students) are being interviewed this week 
as part of the selection process.  

Anzac Day assembly  

On Wednesday 26 April, the College held a whole school 
assembly to recognise Anzac Day and to commemorate the 
102nd year since the landing at Gallipoli. This was organised 
and led by our School Captains and Middle School Captains, 
including the readings and powerpoint presentation. They did 
a wonderful job and I would like to congratulate Finn 
McHenry, Elena Holland, Scott Kingsbury, Imogen Kane, 
James Vicendese and Ava Collison. I would also like to 
congratulate all students for their exemplary behaviour during 
the assembly which was held in the Year 7 Learning Centre.  

Alumni Update  

For those who aren’t aware, the Mordialloc Alumni 
Association was formed during our 90th celebration year and 
they have been very active since in preserving and 
cataloguing archives, developing a website, publishing a 
regular newsletter, seeking sponsorship and conducting a 
strong membership drive with a view to preparations for our 
centenary in 2024. I hold one or two tours a year for past 
students and we have a morning tea afterwards. All tours to 
date have been very popular.  The Alumni have sponsored 
and organised a “Notables” board that is now placed in the 

Hub to recognise former students with a short paragraph 
about their achievements 
since leaving Mordialloc 
College. Each term they are 
going to come and change 
this to have a different lot of 
four people. They will only 
be displaying those who 
have signed consent forms 
(or next of kin have). This 
week Dorothy Meadows OAM 
visited the College to 
officially unveil the first board 
of people. Dorothy has been the driving force behind this 
initiative, supported by Bruce Usher who donated his time to 
make the frame. 

NAPLAN: National Assessment Program Literacy and 
Numeracy 

On the mornings of Tuesday 9, Wednesday 10 and Thursday 
11 May all students in Year 7 and 9 will be sitting the 
national tests in Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar, 
Punctuation and Numeracy. It is important that students treat 
these tests seriously and strive to achieve their Personal 
Best. The results will be used to: help teachers identify 
students who require greater challenges or additional 
support, help the College identify strengths and, if any, gaps 
in teaching programs and to set goals in Literacy and 
Numeracy and provide additional feedback to students and 
parents about individual achievements and progress. All 
parents of students in Year 7 & 9 will receive a NAPLAN 
report on their child’s progress later this year. The report is 
only one aspect of the school’s assessment and reporting 
process and does not replace the more extensive and 
informed judgements made about your child by their 
teachers. 

Celebration Weeks 

During Term 2 and 3 all of our Learning Areas will stage a 
celebration week to include a range of activities for all to get 
involved in at lunchtime and a daily quiz. Thanks to Health/
Physical Education Learning Area leader, Tim Wischusen and 
the PE team for a host of activities last week to celebrate 
Health and Physical Education week. 

Ms. Michelle Roberts 

Principal 

 

Dorothy Meadows OAM 

Grade 6 students relaxing before the SEAL exam 

Students enjoying a hands on experience during 
Open Night. 



 

Important Dates 
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May 2017 
Friday 5 
 Yr10—12 French Play ‘Moliere’ at 

the Collingwood College Theatre 
 Year 8 Camp Return 
 Year 10 Advance Cathedral Ranges 

return 
Monday 8 
 Intermediate Round Robin Sport 
 Year 11 VCAL Street Art Tour 
 Year 9B MEX Community 

Placements 
Tuesday 9 
 Whole School House Cross Country 

period 4 
 NAPLAN Years 7 and 9 
Wednesday 10 
 NAPLAN Years 7 and 9 
 Unit 1 Biology Fieldwork at 

Ricketts Point 
Thursday 11 
 NAPLAN Years 7 and 9 
Friday 12 
 Year 10 Science Melbourne 

Museum and Imax 
Monday 15 
 Year 11 NGV VCAL Art excursion 
Wednesday 17 
 Year 9B MEX Community 

Placements 
Thursday 18 
 Senior Sport Winter Round Robin 
Monday 22 
 Year 9B MEX Community 

Placements 
Wednesday 31 
 Year 9B MEX Community 

Placements 
 

STUDENT NEWS 

College Value Awards 

Benjamin Stewart  

RESPONSIBILTIY 

Year 7 students Jade 
Goodman, John Curran, 
Beth Rowland, Toby 
Kristiansson and  Year 10 
student Benjamin Stewart 
for presenting at Open 
Day/Night. 

Year 7 students Aaliyh Zaph, John Curran, Jade Good-
man, Zara Isikli and Tomislav Krivacevic for doing 
speeches at the primary school visits. 

Presenting at Open Night Beth Rowland 
and Toby Kristiansson. 



Page 4  2017 Newsletter  No.11 

1 Station Street, Mordialloc 3195 Australia  Telephone (+613) 9580 1184  Facsimile (+613) 9587 5443  email  Mordialloc.co@edumail.vic.gov.au  
www.mcsc.vic.edu.au 

Open Night Feedback and photo’s 

Very organised and informative. Got an insight into 
Mordialloc College and why they are leaders in 
education. 

I loved the activities and friendly staff. 

Very well done to the tour guides. 

Very impressed with the displays and the student 
leaders. 

Fantastic evening giving us great insight to all that 
is on offer at Mordialloc College. Really impressive 
and all your students and teachers were engaging 
and extremely helpful. 

Really enjoyed it. Looking forward to Year 7. 

 

Surprised by the size of the Performing Arts Centre. 
The teachers were very friendly and helpful. The 
school feels quite compact and intimate compared to 
others. We liked the emphasis on personal 
best/individualised pathways. Thank you! 

Enjoyable night, great to see how each area works. 
Students taking the tours were impressive. Thanks! 

Loved having such enthusiastic students showing us 
around. There seemed to be a great relationship 
between the teachers and students. 

Best night, best school, best sherbet station! 

I really loved the positive vibe about the school. The 
student interaction was wonderful to see. I loved the 
interactive areas e.g. drama and science. 

A great school, awesome students. It was good to see 
the school from the inside. 

Great way to do a tour. 

A very well run open night, great access to the 
students. 

My son loved hearing from 
the current students 
especially during the 
formal presentation. The 
tour worked really well 
this year. 

We really enjoyed our 
evening, a pleasant 
experience. 

Thank you to everyone who 
attended our open night and to our 
wonderful students and staff on 
the night.  
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NAPLAN 
  
This year the National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) testing for Years 7 and 9 students will be 
held on Tuesday 9 May, Wednesday 10 May and Thursday 11 May. 
  
NAPLAN is a set of tests under taken by all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 across Australia. 
  
The three days of testing focus on Reading, Writing, Language Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Nu-
meracy. 
  
The aim of NAPLAN assessments is to highlight the educational developments that students make over the course of their 
time at both primary and secondary school. 
  
NAPLAN is not a pass or fail style of test, but rather it shows how individual student’s Numeracy and Literacy skills are 
progressing, against national standards for all Australian children. The results of this testing provides information for stu-
dents, parents and teachers, which is used to improve student achievement. 
  
Testing is completed in May, however the results are not issued until later this year. Parents will be sent this report once 
they have arrived at school. 
 
If you have any concerns about your child sitting the NAPLAN tests next week, please contact the Assistant Principal, Ms. 
Jennifer Roep on 9580 1184 prior to Monday 10am. 
   
More information is available at www.naplan.edu.au  

NAPLAN timetable 
 

 

  Tuesday 9th May Wednesday 10th May Thursday 11th May 
Period 1 Language Conven-

tions  45 minutes 
Equipment needed: a 
HB or 2B pencil, an 
eraser and sharpener. 

Reading 65 minutes 
Equipment needed: a 
HB or 2B pencil, an 
eraser and sharpener. 

  

Numeracy 60 minutes 
Equipment needed: a 
calculator and a HB 
or 2B pencil, an eraser 
and sharpener. 

  
Period 2 Writing 40 minutes 

Equipment needed: 
Blue or black pen. 

Reading Continued   

NAPLAN 2017  

Personal Best - Work to the best of your ability. Pursue excellence, try hard and constantly seek 
to improve. 

Integrity  - Be true to yourself by doing what is right. Be honest and trustworthy. 

Respect  - Treat everyone with equal consideration. Be accepting of others and their differences. 

Responsibility - Be accountable for your actions. Contribute positively to the school and wider 
community. 
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Introducing Justin Wischusen 
Director of E-Learning 
Hi, my name is Justin Wischusen, and this is my ninth year teaching at Mordialloc. In my 
first years at the College I taught in both the Year 7 and Year 8 centres and now teach 
Year 12 Biology, Year 11 VCAL Foundation Maths, Year 9 Discovery and our new Year 9 
STEM elective. This year I also have a new role the Director of eLearning and STEM 
which has been an exciting new challenge for me. Outside school I like to get into the 
outdoors, hiking and rock climbing when I can, and have also started playing golf over 
the past couple of years. I’m really looking forward to another great year ahead at Mor-
dialloc College. 

      Dates to Diarise in Term 2 
VCE & Careers Expo – 4 May to 7 May, Caulfield Racecourse 

UMAT Test – Wednesday 26 July – (Year 12 Students only) Required as part of application for Medicine, Dentistry 
and other health courses. 

 

 VCE and Careers Expo 2017 
All VCE students are reminded about the VCE & Careers expo at the Caulfield Racecourse taking place THIS WEEKEND 
from 4 May – 7 May 2017.   
 
There will be over 170 exhibitors providing information on -  

 Information and resources for the VCE 

 Information about university, TAFE and training courses 

 Career advice 

 Study advice 
International exchange and gap year programs 
There will also be over a 150 seminars on topics including –  

 VCE subjects including English, Maths, Biology, Psychology, Health and Human Development 

 Tertiary courses 

 Careers 
Gap year options 
General admission tickets are $10.00 per person and are valid for all four days.   

Career’s News 

What’s happening in the Mordialloc College Community... 
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Pathways Information 

Our first career day for 2017 is fast approaching, numbers are limited!  

If you have any students, friends or family who may be interested in a career working in the animal care 
industry this could be a step in the right direction! 

The day is jam packed full of useful information with speakers from various areas within the organisation and 
some fun activities as well to break up the day! 

For more information and to book visit :  http://www.rspcavic.org/services/education/secondary-
education/animal-career-discovery-day 

Details: 

Date:   Wednesday 28th June 

Time: 9:00am – 3:30pm 

Location: Burwood East RSPCA 
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TUESDAY 9TH MAY 
(WEEK 4) 

 

16, 17 & 18-20 Years BOYS – 2.00PM (4.93KM) 

16, 17 & 18-20 Years GIRLS – 2.10PM (2.95KM) 

15 Years GIRLS & BOYS – 2.20PM (2.95KM) 

14 Years GIRLS & BOYS – 2.30PM (2.95KM) 

12-13 Years GIRLS & BOYS – 2.40PM (2.95KM) 

 
ALL STUDENTS TO PARTICIPATE – WEAR PE UNIFORM / HOUSE 

COLOURS. 

Students are to change at the start of  lunch – Toilets  (LEAVE VALUABLES IN 
LOCKER OR AT HOME) 



Community Notice Board 
Dobson’s 

Uniform Shop 
at Mordialloc 

College       

Trading Hours 
 Monday 8.30 - 11.30 

Wednesday 12.30 - 
4.00 

Situated at the front of 
the main building. 

Telephone: 9587 0738    
 

 

U
niform

s 

Seeking soccer players

Aspendale Soccer Club need U13 players for the upcoming 
season. 
If interested please contact registrar@aspendalesc.com

We look forward to welcoming you to our friendly community club, where 
enjoyment of the game is the focus. 
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Community Notice Board 


