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Issue 6 - July 2016BERNARD SMITH  —  CREATIVE TEACHER 
&  INVENTOR

Many past students have fond memories 
of Science Teacher Mr. Bernard Smith, who 
was one of the longest serving teachers at 
Mordialloc College (MCHS).

Some did not respond so well to his teaching 
methods, and have used his teaching style as an 
excuse for poor results in the Science subjects.

We hope those of you who were taught by this 
undoubtedly gifted man will enjoy reading these 
anecdotes.

Mr. Bernard Smith (Bernie) commenced as 
a Science teacher at MCHS in 1958 – retiring on 3/7/1985. Past pupils 
have commented on his teaching style, with references to his habit of 
interspersing his lessons with frequent puns and jokes, swinging from the 
rafters to demonstrate pendulum motion, and running around the room, 
crashing into walls to demonstrate gas atoms. He encouraged students to 
think for themselves – frequently responding to questions with “what do 
YOU think?” as a way of getting them to draw on knowledge already learned.

Bernie was a popular science teacher, 
famous for his weak jokes and puns. His 
students responded to his humour by 
presenting him with a cake when they 
claimed he had achieved his thousandth 
joke that year. 

Over the years Bernie invented many 
mechanical devices, including a time and 
energy saver PAPER-PICKER-UPPER-ER 
(a small machine that resembled a dog 
and picked up papers), a poetry machine, 
a painting device and a noughts and 
crosses machine. 

Probably the most famous of these 
was “Robbie the Robot” (pictured). 
Robbie was made from scratch using 

a combination of “Dexion” type 
shelving and military disposal parts, 
which were in plentiful supply after 
World War Two. He was featured in a 
Cinesound Newsreel in 1957, which 
was shown in many movie theatres, 
and also to well behaved students 
at year’s end. Robbie also made an 
appearance on a Bert Newton  TV 
show. He is now part of the Museum 
Victoria collection, and from time to 
time is on display at Science Works at 
Spotswood. 

We have several Alumni memories 
regarding Mr Smith, and have 
reprinted some of these on page 6.

More information is available on museumvictoria.com.au/discoverycentre/info/sheets/robbie-the-robot & cyberneticzoo.
com/robots/1956-robert-the-robot-bernard-smith-australian

http://www.mordialloccollegealumni.org
mailto:admin%40mordialloccollegealumni.org?subject=MCAA
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By Bruce Lines (MC: 1952-56)
Where Are They Now?

Ventured

Where Are They Now? is designed to let you know where life’s journey has taken some of your 
classmates after leaving Mordialloc College. We would be delighted if you can provide information 
about yourself or friends you made at school for publication in future editions of Ventured. Some 
ideas you might like to mention include: tertiary education, employment history, engagement, 
marriage, family, special achievements, hobbies, your favourite memories of school life and so on. 

REG EDWARDS      1951-1953
Reg left MCHS at the end of Year 9 aged 14, and joined The Myer Emporium as a storeman 

in the Handbag Department.  When the Chadstone store opened in October 1960 he 
became one of the original staff, gaining experience in the Boys’ Wear, Hardware and 
Heating Departments.  Further retail work followed at Lawsons Menswear in Mordialloc.

In 1981 Reg decided the time was right to open his own business, Reg Edwards 
Wholesale Plumbing Supplies, based in Dingley.  To service his customers, mainly based in 
Victoria, Reg clocked up in excess of 3.5 m miles.  This business has recently been sold.

The father of two sons and a daughter lives in Keysborough and enjoys a regular game of 
golf at Southern Golf Club.

KIM BRUCE (née HILLIS)     1983-1986
Kim left Mordialloc College in 1986 to take a position as a strapper with Bob Hoysted, a horse trainer based 

at Epsom Racecourse, Mordialloc. Further work as a strapper saw her based at Kingston Lodge, formerly a large 
training facility, now the Waterways housing estate. A variety of jobs followed. She is now a strapper for Peter Carey.

Kim has fond memories of Mordialloc College and is very appreciative of the education afforded her four 
children by her Alma Mater. Her special interests are art, music and children.

 JESSICA – 2006-2007 is currently a receptionist.
 RENEE – 2006-2011 was school captain. She completed a Bachelor of Psychology at Swinburne, and spent a 

semester in Canada. Currently she works at Royal Melbourne and Epworth Hospitals in the Neurology Department. 
Renee has completed the GAMSAT to get into Medicine.

 BRIONY-ROSE – 2010-2015 now at Victoria College studying Education.
 JUSTIN – 2012  began at Mordialloc College in 2012 and is currently in Year 10.
Kim’s memories of Mordialloc College include Mr. Smith, of Robbie the Robot fame, swinging from the rafters. 

She is still mystified as to why he took this action. Kim currently lives in Aspendale Gardens.

We have a large Photographic Archive from every decade of the 
College’s life which the Principal has kindly passed to us for classification 
and preservation. We are not able to date or identify many of these and 
seek your help for information and perhaps some recollections attached to 
these photos.

Please contact : MCAA Historian Dorothy Meadows OAM on telephone 
9772 3952 or by email at dorothymeadows.oam@gmail.com. 

Here are three images 
we have selected, this time 
from our 2000+ archives. 
If you recognise the 
students, the event or can 
give us an idea of dates, 
we would appreciate it. If 
you also have a story or 
event associated with the 
image, that would be very 
welcome too.

Can You Help Us?

Page 3 

Issue 6 - July 2016



Principal’s Note

Ventured

Thank you for your help
Our last newsletter asked for your help regarding this 

photograph in archives. We have received the answers from 
the girls who are pictured.

Answer: From left to right – Claire Gasparath (née Kalab), 
Emily King née Wright), Kate Atkins (née Stewart), and Amelia 
Locke (née Hargreaves), who is now a Maths teacher at the 
school. She is on maternity leave at the moment, and now has 
a new baby boy. All the winners are still living in the area, and 
are still friends.

The trophy is the Harris Award for Public Speaking and 
Debating between Staff and Students. This photo was for the 
1999 competition. The Judge on this occasion was popular 
author John Marsden who created the Tomorrow When the War Begins series of novels. It was donated by 
Chelsea Rotary.

School Service Awards 
On the afternoon of Friday 13th May we held the 

inaugural Mordialloc College school service awards. This 
will become an annual event to celebrate and recognise 
staff that have spent a considerable part of their career to 
date at Mordialloc College. It was a most worthwhile event 
sponsored by School Council. 

Thanks to School Council President Nicky Hersey and parent member Mary Woolford for attending to 
support the event. 

We had twenty-one staff receiving awards for 10, 15 or 20 years of service to Mordialloc College. All 
received a framed certificate, with any staff serving 25 years or more in the future eligible for a small 
gift. Staff presented include: Robyn Wilson, Melinda Smith, Kevin Osborne, Emily Court, Rachael Pierce, 
George Tzimourtas, Cory Watters, Shelley Muir, Diane Douglas, James Evans, Joe Shanahan, Vicky Vrettos 
from the teaching staff. From the Education Support staff: Yvonne Aird, Lyndell Thompson, Gloria Bendit, 
Lyn Butler, Susan Beckwith, Adwine Narayan, Edward Roberts, Joy Roberts and Jennifer Muir.

Year 10 Work Experience
Early in June our entire Year 10 cohort of students went out on work experience, as part of the 

compulsory VCE Unit One all Year 10 students undertake at Mordialloc College, called Industry and 
Enterprise. Completing this unit not only gives all of our Year 10 students credit towards attaining their 
VCE, it is also a more meaningful way to deliver the Careers curriculum. Students organised placements 
in a huge variety of workplaces and locations from Mornington to Coldstream: for example, in Real 
Estate, Hospitality, Vet Clinics, Accountant and Business firms, Graphic Design, Education, Information 
Technology, Automotive, Law, Health and Fitness, Building and Construction. 

A big thank you must go to our Pathways Coordinator, Jane Jamieson, for all of her hard work in 
supporting our students to find suitable work placements for the week; and to all of the local businesses 
not only in our community but extending well beyond, in being prepared to accept a student into their 
place of work. 

Art Books Donation
Thanks to Aspendale Rotary member Grant Gittus for his generous donation to the College of his 

mother’s collection of 94 Art books! It’s a most thoughtful thing to do as his mother, Isabel Priestley was a 
former student and in fact was Head Prefect here in 1947!!
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President’s Report
The establishment of an alumni association was never going to be easy. But 

we are making definite progress and there are several things on our agenda:

Progress
The committee has uncovered extensive archives, for example, photos, press cuttings and magazines 

that have been classified for easy access, and for uploading to the web. The hard copy of these is being 
preserved professionally, for long term survival.

The Association is also preparing material for publication on the centennial of the college in 2024. This 
is a long term task that could be accelerated by help from new members and volunteers. This publication 
will be particularly valuable because it is based on primary sources of original memories and documents. 
This will also become a lasting resource for people interested in family history.

There is currently slow progress in gaining new members and volunteers, and in obtaining 
sponsorship for our ongoing costs.

The Website & Alumni records access
More or less immediately after the launch the website fell over: it was slow, buggy, and we could not 

make necessary updates. The problem was capacity of server (the digital storage space necessary for 
making it work). 

We have researched alternative support providers, of which the lowest cost is through the school. The 
website has been migrated to the school server; however, there is some kind of “bug” that needs fixing. 
I am hostage to the website experts. Delays are holding up our call-out to Linkedin members, and my 
plans to give a class/tutorial on using the website for MCAA members. However, it will be worth the wait 
from a cost-saving perspective alone. 

Without funds, of course, we cannot pursue our aims and advance our interests. The Association 
has found it difficult to reach out to members to make the commitment to pay our small membership 
fee ($25 Standard; $15 Concession). The cost of setting up the website was considerable. The costs 
associated with our acid-free sleeves and binders for archiving the photograph collection is considerable 
as well. Our newsletter costs $2.00 each just in postage.

Other School Alumni Associations
I have researched many ex-student groups elsewhere: 

Wesley, Haileybury, Melbourne High School, Melbourne 
Grammar, Scotch, Northcote, Frankston, etc. In the case of 
MG, 60-70% of 14,484 living alumni paid life membership 
($325)! Other schools, e.g., Melbourne High, have a number of 
packages, e.g., 10-year membership ($500). All charge annual 
membership fees – most much higher than ours (Melbourne 
High, for example, charge $70pa). 

Clearly, we need funds. But how can we best ‘reach out’ 
to members for this? Your ideas and suggestions would be 
welcome.

On the subject of other alumni associations: I had the pleasure of attending an alumni event at 
Haileybury College recently (my son goes there). Wow!

There were polished presentations by six alumni in the engineering profession, all ‘high-flyers’; and all 
telling their story of how they obtained a career. It was a full house! After the presentations, they came 
and talked to the boys and offered advice and free mentoring. There were great refreshments including 
hot pies, sandwiches and wine/beer for all those in attendance. 

How I wish the MCAA could achieve this kind of service for alumni from the school!

By Martin Davies
President’s Message

Ventured
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Ventured
Mordi Memories

Aurelin Giles 1940-44 — The Swimming Sports
Having gained my Herald Learn-to-Swim certificate in the Traralgon Baths in 1939 and my “Junior Certificate” 

swimming across the entrance of the Mordialloc Creek into Port Phillip Bay, and duck diving to retrieve various 
objects, by the time I’d had 5 years at Mordialloc Chelsea High School, I was able to save myself.

Unfortunately, early in Form 5 (1944) it appeared I was the only girl available to swim breast stroke when it 
came time for the inter-school swimming sports at Richmond Baths and I was forced to enter.

Most of the others had been to practice racing starts but, for some reason, I hadn’t gone along.
When it came time for me to represent our school against the likes of Frankston and Dandenong High 

Schools, I decided I wasn’t going to show myself off by doing a “belly whacker”, so took a great deep dive in. By 
the time I surfaced, the others were about 5 yards in front of me. No matter how hard I tried, I couldn’t make up 
the gap and, when I reached about half way, I sank. 

Managing to reach the side of the pool, I was unceremoniously dragged out of the pool by one of our 
teachers, Mr. Kelleher who, with the rest of our school, was glaring at me with loathing. As soon as he let me go, 
my legs buckled under me and I fell in a heap.

It didn’t put me off swimming, but never again did I enter a race. However, I swam until aged about 81 and 
can skite that I’ve even had a swim at Waikiki Beach in 1956.

Associate Professor Bruce McDonald 1955-1960
Captaining the victorious tennis team under the coaching of Bernie Smith. His main (and perhaps only) input 

was to “slip us” glucodin tablets during the matches.  Were we “performance enhanced”?  Fellow team members, 
Jon Payne and Bob English are still great mates nearly 60 years later.

Batting at the eastern end of the cricket pitch at lunchtimes and hitting sixes onto the roof of the pre-fab on 
the southern side of the oval.

Due to the small numbers in the Matriculation year (Year 12), myself and another student had to study 
Economics by correspondence.

Despite the “democratic process” operating in the student voting for Prefects, the Principal, Bill Tippett, called 
me into his office and said that unless I agreed to “mend my ways” he would veto me as a Prefect. (I had to agree 
to set a better example with my cricket batting, and stop harassing younger students at the bus stop).

Ian Fieggen 1978-1980
I had a strong respect for many of my teachers at MCHS. Top of my list was our Science teacher, Mr. Bernard 

Smith (“Bernie”). Old, balding, thick rimmed glasses, grey lab coat – you couldn’t picture a more sciency-looking 
character! Despite his age, he’d surprise us with physical demonstrations of scientific principles – swinging from 
the rafters to demonstrate pendulum motion – running around the room and bashing into walls to demonstrate 
gas atoms – even disappearing into the back room, from where we heard the (undoubtedly deliberate) sounds 
of breaking glass, then emerging looking sheepish.  

Bernie was famous for telling jokes during class. Someone in our class (maybe Neil Winstone?) instigated 
“Smithlotto”, where several of us would guess how many jokes Bernie would tell. I wonder if he ever deciphered 
those initials + guesses that appeared on the blackboard before class? (e.g. “IF8”  “NW11”  “TP9”).

Wendy Brown  1975
Mr. Bernie Smith’s antics and his robotic devices he brought to class.  Chemistry was always an outrageous 

time.

George Parton 1979
Bernie Smith demonstrating momentum in Physics, and when he put a bit too much sodium into the bucket 

full of water.

Rick Lumsden 1973-1977 & Gaylene Panther 1975-1985
Mordialloc Chelsea High School was my first teaching position. I remember delivering my first lessons in 

Mathematics in the second storey Maths rooms in the original red brick building to a Year 12 General Maths class to 
students that didn’t seem much younger than me.

Gaylene Panther was also teaching there at that time and we met and married in 1977. The pressure of the staff 
romance must have taken its toll on me because I prematurely transferred to Springvale High School in 1978.

My wife continued at MCHS for another 8 years during which time we had 3 children. We both remember MCHS 
with great fondness and as a great introduction to teaching in an incredibly supportive and happy environment.
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Venture Revisited articles are selected extracts of students' original work previously published 
by the College each year in Venture. This was an annual publication for which we have copies 
commencing in 1929.

Ventured
Venture Revisited

The following is an editorial from the 1958 School Magazine “Venture”, written by student, Nola 
Taylor.  We think the sentiments expressed are as relevant today as they were in 1958. Do you agree?

During the past year we have witnessed a great change in the political pattern of the world. It still 
remains to be seen whether or not the new governments which have 
been established in many countries will be of benefit to the people.

Here in Australia each citizen is privileged to share this great 
responsibility of government. This system of modern democracy as we 
know it upholds the principles of liberty, equality and justice for all men. 
We are convinced that democracy is the ideal system of government – 
that the only way for mankind to live in harmony and happiness is for all 
men to be equal.  

Because all have an equal voice in government, the people’s 
representatives must perform the will of the electors, but if the electors 
– the citizens – are ignorant, a sober government cannot exist. Thus 
every citizen must reach a reasonably high standard of education, in 
order to fully participate in democratic government.

Education also enables better understanding of other viewpoints, 
which is essential if we are to solve the grave problems facing us today.

The main aim of our system of education is not to produce brilliant 
scholars, but responsible citizens, worthy of a place in the community.  
Each day profitably spent at school now, makes us better qualified to become good Australians of the 
future.   —   N.T.

2002 – 7A are State Winners

In Term 2, 7A took part in an online project, "Rumble on the River", 
which involved 40,000 students throughout Australia. We were 
presented with a mystery: AN ECO CRIME HAD BEEN COMMITTED 
SOMEWHERE IN AUSTRALIA. We had to work as a team to study issues, 
crime sites, research the victims and villains and use clues provided to 
us by Catchment Headquarters to try to solve the crime. We then had to 
make an accusation.

WE FOUND THAT:
The villain was water consumption.
The victim was Murray Cod.
The crime site was Billabong Creek.
And the issue was water flow.
This accusation was correct. The next step was to produce a catchment 

plan to solve the problem. We worked as a team to do this, and 
submitted our plan.

We were declared . . . THE VICTORIAN SECONDARY SCHOOL ECO-
PLANNERS OF THE YEAR!

It was great to learn new things about the environment and to work as a team to solve the problem. It 
was also good to be rewarded for our efforts by winning the award.

By - Belinda Wade & Shaun Chapman – Form Captains, 2002.

Here is another item from a much more recent edition which reflects the changing times. 
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admin@mordialloccollegealumni.org

ALUMNI PROFILE

About Ventured
Ventured is the newsletter of the Mordialloc College 

Alumni Association (MCAA). Ventured welcomes 
member contributions, including stories and articles 
about the school; people or events of the past related 
to the school; and insight into what has happened to 
people after leaving school. All information in Ventured  
is provided in good faith and is derived from sources 
believed to be accurate and current as at the date 
of publication. The Editor is not obliged to publish a 
submission and reserves the right to edit submissions. 
Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily 
endorsed or approved by the MCAA or Mordialloc 
College. 

All contributors are requested to read the submission 
guidelines on the website: 

http://www.mordialloccollegealumni.org. 
Contributions should be sent by email to the Editor, 
Barbara Dowling: 

admin@mordialloccollegealumni.org. 
Thanks to the many people who have contributed 

to the production of Ventured, and to our wonderful 
sponsors.  We are grateful for their support of public 
education. Ventured is produced using InDesign and 
based on a template designed by Jenny Pesina of the 
University of Melbourne. Ventured is printed by Kosdown 
Printers in Port Melbourne. 

Would you like your details to appear as an alumni profile? It's easy! Just send us a bio – something that you would like to share. Following the 
guidelines for publication in Ventured available on the website, and send it to the Editor by email: admin@mordialloccollegealumni.org, or upload 
it via the website. Make sure you include the years you attended the College; and a clear head and shoulders photo as a jpeg file. Include a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope if you want the photo back. The Editor reserves the right to edit your submission to size.

Ventured

IAN FIEGGEN 
I first arrived at Mordialloc-Chelsea High School 

(MCHS) back in 1978, after having completed my first 
three years of secondary schooling at Bonbeach High 
School. I quickly settled into my new school life, but  
many of my classmates’ first impression of me was that 
I was academically challenged because I asked so many 
questions in class. This changed when I breezed through 
several tests because I’d actually learned the subject 
material. I gained a reputation for getting 100% in exams 
without studying or doing homework.

I began to make friends, and with new friendships 
came new nicknames. Someone tried “Professor” but it 
never really caught on (although I reinstated it for my 
own use some twenty years later). 

My favourite subjects were the science ones, 
woodwork and graphic communication. My least 
favourite was physical education, partly because I was 
one of the smallest kids in class. My growth spurt late in 
Year 11 came too late; by the time I had finally outgrown 
most of my classmates,Year 11 was over and we weren’t 
doing P.E. in Year 12.

I excelled in maths and particularly enjoyed 
developing my own shortcuts when solving complex 
problems. Strangely this went against me in later years! 
My school reports indicate a noticeable difference 
between those maths assessments I received as a child, 
such as “He is always thinking up quicker approaches to 
problems, showing an agile, enquiring mind which is a 
pleasure to see”, and those I received as a teenager, such 
as “He should concentrate and refine the one method of 
attack instead of trying to find exotic answer methods”.

I had always been technically minded and had 
been building and pulling things apart since I was old 
enough to wield a screwdriver and soldering iron. I 
often repaired calculators by buying broken ones and 
salvaging spare parts. I made my own master key for the 
school lockers, which the teachers tolerated, as it saved 
them the daily hassle of opening lockers for those kids 
who’d forgotten their keys. A new era began when we 
saw the emergence of personal computers. By 1979 I’d 
built my first hobby computer – a DREAM 6800 project 
from an electronics magazine. Building a computer in 
those days meant etching a circuit board from scratch, 

drilling the holes, soldering in the components, 
making my own keyboard, constructing a see-
through case, even converting an old TV set into a 
monitor.  

By 1980 I had worked 
on three different types 
of computer, and was 
witnessing first- hand the 
emerging future in personal 
computers. University 
courses then were all 
about the big corporate 
main frames, which didn’t 
interest me at all. As a result 
when I completed my 
H.S.C. I left school with no 
real aspirations to further 
education.  

My working life has been 
quite varied: Salesperson in an industrial hardware store; 
bullion and precious metals merchant; self- employed 
computer specialist; art and technical department for 
a chain of jewellery stores . My main claim to fame has 
been my alter-ego as “Professor Shoelace”, author of a 
website, book and iPhone app about shoelaces.  

After the video of my “Ian Knot – the world’s fastest 
shoelace knot” went viral, suddenly I was getting emails 
from people all over the world. The end result is “Ian’s 
Shoelace Site” which is ranked #1 in most major search 
engines, and has been featured in websites, newspapers, 
television and radio stations around the world. I’ve even 
been flown to USA to take part in a National Geographic 
Channel documentary titled “How to Tie your Shoelaces”.  

I have fond memories of my time at MCHS from 1978 
to 1980. The skills and disciplines that I learned, the 
experiences that I had, and the fellow students and 
teachers with whom they were shared, all helped to 
shape the adult that I am today.  From the hundred or 
so classmates from years 10, 11 and 12, I have retained 
more than a dozen strong friendships to this day. I still 
live in the area and confess to a swell of nostalgia every 
time I drive along Station Street, and see the tall, proud, 
red-brick building of “my old school”.  

Ian Fieggen (aka “Professor Shoelace”)     www.fieggen.com
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