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YEAR 10 PROGRAM 2021 
 

Mordialloc College provides Year 10 students with a comprehensive education. A balanced program is 
offered to each student aligned to the Victorian Curriculum F-10 which is defined by eight learning areas 
and four capabilities which reflects much of the Australian Curriculum. 

  

The Victorian Curriculum F-10 is underpinned by a clear set of achievement standards which encourages 
the pursuit of excellence in learning for all students.  To ensure the maximum effort and engagement of 
all individuals, we have created a diverse program based around the learning areas incorporating English, 
Health and Physical Education, Humanities, Languages, Mathematics, Science, Technologies and Arts and 
the four capabilities of Critical and Creative Thinking, Ethical, Intercultural and Personal and Social 
capabilities. 

 

Students are expected to apply themselves and perform at their personal best in all areas of the 
curriculum. They will be supported through a holistic approach to their education which encourages self-
direction to develop the whole individual as a lifelong learner. 

  

In order to provide the best possible pathway to suit individual needs, Year 10 students study compulsory 
subjects in the areas of Maths, English, Science and Humanities. In addition, Year 10 students have the 
opportunity to choose subjects from a varied elective program. Such a system offers flexibility and caters 
for ability, interests and career aspirations. VCE Industry and Enterprise Unit 1 forms the basis for our 
compulsory Careers program and this is undertaken once a week. 

  

Students have the option to elect to begin the VCAL program in year 10. They study the Foundation 
certificate in preparation for moving into Intermediate VCAL in Year 11. 

 

To further support their integration into VCE, VCAL and beyond, students also have the opportunity to 
participate in Careers Education through Mentor and Industry and Enterprise; programs designed to allow 
students to thoroughly explore their interests and future pathways. 

  

Many of the subjects offered by Mordialloc College at Year 10 are prepared and planned as an 
introduction into VCE. These subjects provide a valuable foundation of knowledge for future studies and it 
is recommended that students complete these preparatory subjects prior to attempting VCE curriculum in 
a chosen area. 

 

When selecting Year 10 subjects, students should keep in mind their intended pathway. 

MATERIALS AND SERVICES CONTRIBUTION 
 
The Senior School Curriculum charge covers the extensive 
range of consumable materials for Learning Areas within the 
Year 10 program. However there are a number of high cost 
electives that carry an additional charge as indicated 
throughout the manual, which is due upon confirmation of 
subject offers. 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS FOR YEAR 10  
UNITS OF STUDY 

Students will complete a total of 6 units per semester, totalling 12 subjects for the full year, plus VCE 
Industry and Enterprise Unit 1 and study skills. 

English:  2 units per year  

Maths:   2 units per year from either the Foundation, Standard, Enhanced or Advanced Maths 
stream. 

 

Both Maths and English units are compulsory  

and must be done in order i.e. Semester 1 then 2. 

 

Science:   Students must undertake General Science in the first semester of 2021 and should 
select any additional Science electives in the second semester. Psychology is offered in both semesters. 

Language: I f students choose to study French or Japanese it must be done sequentially ie 
Semester 1 then 2. 

Humanities:  Students must undertake at least one unit during the year w ith the option of 
extra units over the year. 

Physical Education:  Students should undertake at least 1 semester of Physical Education or 
Health with the option of extra units over the year. 

Art and Technology:  Students should undertake at least 1 unit of the Arts or Technology during the 
year with the option of extra units over the year. 

Advance: Elective course requires students to commit to the course for both Semester 1 and 2. 

Careers:   Students w ill undertake one Industry and Enterprise lesson per week. 

 

ASSESSMENT 
It is vital that, by the time students are ready to undertake their studies in VCE, they have established 
good work/study habits so that they give themselves every opportunity to achieve success in each 
subject they study. The Year 10 course of study has been designed along similar lines to the VCE, which 
encourages consistency of effort and application by spreading the work requirements and assessment 
tasks throughout each unit of study. 

Promotion from Year 10 to Year 11 is not automatic. However, if students are prepared to work 
consistently, utilise their class time and follow this up with adequate time given to their studies at home, 
they will not only meet with success in Year 10, but will be able to approach their VCE or VCAL program 
with confidence. 

At the beginning of each unit, students will receive a timeline of the work requirements and assessment 
tasks and detailed information as to what must be done to ensure satisfactory completion. 

Throughout the year, 12 units will be undertaken by each student. In addition, all students will complete 
a VCE unit across the whole year in Industry and Enterprise. If students do not achieve satisfactory 
results, then promotion to Year 11 can only occur after a meeting between parents and the Year Level 
Coordinator. In line with our Senior School policy, a minimum of 90% attendance must be met in order 
to satisfactorily complete the unit. 

Our reporting system will inform parents of the student’s progress in all their units. Progress checks occur 
regularly and parent contact is made if students are identified as ‘at risk’. 
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UNDERTAKING A VCE SUBJECT IN YEAR 10 
Completing a VCE subject provides students with an insight into VCE expectations. It gives students the 
experience of what is required to undertake VCE from the perspective of subject workload and the attitude 
students must bring to their studies to achieve success at VCE level. Students must ensure that they are 
prepared to work at a higher level appropriate to the VCE whilst ensuring their Year 10 subjects are not 
negatively impacted. 

Some students will be invited to undertake one VCE subject in addition to VCE Industry and Enterprise Unit 1, 
which is compulsory for all students in Year 10. To be invited to undertake a VCE unit, students must receive 
a recommendation from their current Year 9 teachers. Offers will be made, taking into consideration the 
following criteria: 

• Data across Year 8 and 9 including NAPLAN, Semester reports, as well as the student profile 
assessment completed in Semester One 

• The student must be achieving at or above level in all areas of English at Year 9 

• The student must  have also consistently demonstrated very good or excellent work habits and their 
attendance must be exemplary across all subjects. 

 

UNDERTAKING A VET SUBJECT IN YEAR 10 

If a student is interested in undertaking a Vocational Education and Training (VET) subject whilst in Year 10 
they should meet with the Careers and Pathways Coordinator and fill out a VET Application form. VCE VET 
courses provide credit towards a VCE ATAR, either providing a study score like traditional VCE subjects or as 
a 10% increment. All Year 10 students applying for a VET course, must also plan a full school based program 
in case they are not able to undertake the VET course. All Year 10 VCAL students need a VET course. All 
students who are considering doing VCAL in future are encouraged to include VET in their Year 10 program.  

VET programs will involve extra costs and all students interested should refer to the Senior 
School Course selection handbook for further information. 

Most VET courses are 2 year programs. Students must successfully complete Year 1 to be eligible for Year 2.  

Mordialloc College may also offer VET courses on campus but this is dependent upon numbers. This may 
appeal to students who are concerned about missing school to go to TAFE. In 2021 it is expected that 
Certificate III in Music Industry (Performance) will run. 

The majority of the VET courses our students attend are provided by Chisholm TAFE and Holmesglen TAFE.  

 

CAREERS 
The Year 10 Careers Program has been developed in response to the recognition that today’s youth will need 
to manage more career changes in their future than in previous generations. 

The program is based upon the Australian Blueprint of Careers Development Framework (also known as the 
Blueprint or ABCD) which has outlined eleven career management skills grouped into three areas. 

AREA A: Personal Management - Understand how positive self-image and relationships assist 
management of career change 

AREA B: Learning and Work Exploration:  Explore how career aspirations link to learning and work 
options 

AREA C: Career Building:  Develop decision-making, work search and career management skills 

These areas are effectively covered by the curriculum content of VCE Industry and Enterprise Unit 1. 

Students are given the opportunity to learn and explore the world of work through a range of activities, 
excursions, guest speakers and assessment tasks. Some examples are listed below: 
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• Exploration and research of various career options and the impact of labour market changes 

• Completion of online career interest inventories 

• Investigation of how subject selection may relate to post-school education and career pathways 

• Development of career building skills in the search and completion of Work Experience. This is a 
 mandatory aspect of satisfactory completion of this course 

• Tasks and Assessments include – Work Experience Diary, Career Portfolio, job application process, 
 OH&S modules & certificates, industry research  

 

 

INDUSTRY AND ENTERPRISE 
Unit 1 Industry and Enterprise is delivered one period per week across the school year. It is a VCE unit and 
satisfactory completion will therefore contribute to the student’s VCE program. 

In 2021, I&E unit 1 will be taught within a program of study skills. This will enable students to be more 
prepared for entering VCE. 
 

AIMS:  

To understand, develop and demonstrate work-related skills in order to participate effectively within a local 
and global setting, develop personal career goals and pathways and use experience from appropriate 
community and/or work settings to develop their own values in relation to work. 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students begin to lay the foundations for the development of work-related skills by actively exploring their 
own individual career goals and pathways, and develop techniques that assist them to source suitable work 
opportunities. Students also investigate the nature of work by analysing industry and employment trends as 
well as current and future work options. After completing work experience, they should be able to explain 
the entry-level requirements for obtaining work in a selected industry, and discuss the importance of 
developing personal work-related skills. Finally, students research work-related issues concerned with the 
basic rights and responsibilities of employers  and employees, including OH&S requirements for specific 
workplaces, the role of unions in the  workplace and equal employment opportunity. 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

Since this is a VCE unit, students are required to complete School Assessed Coursework tasks to a 
satisfactory level. The three areas of study are: 

• Area of Study 1: Building a career pathway – Career Pathways Portfolio and industry research report 

• Area of Study 2: Developing work-related skills – Test based on work experience and industry 
 knowledge 

• Area of Study 3: Workplace effectiveness - Case study on a work-related issue and strategies used to 
 address the issue 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

• Students will gain knowledge of entry requirements into industries they are interested in; this will tailor 
 their Career Action Plan and assist them in selecting an appropriate and individually tailored VCE/VCAL/
 VET course for 2021. 
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ENGLISH 

Semester 1 - COMPULSORY 
AIMS:  

To develop the range and power of the student’s language, critical thinking and communication skills. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Year 10 English involves the study of a variety of texts including novels, media, film and theatre which 
incorporate writing, reading, speaking and listening skills for varied purposes. Tasks are developed in line 
with the VCE English course. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Text response – assignment and a SAC style essay response 

• Creative response to a text 

• Oral presentations 

• Analysis of argument and persuasive language in texts 

• Creation of texts intended to position audiences 

• End of semester exam 

• Class participation in discussion and activities 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

• Write analytically in response to a variety of texts 

• Write creatively in response to a text 

• Identify and analyse persuasive language as it is used in the media to present argument 

• Creation of texts intended to position audiences 

• Confidence in preparing and delivering oral presentations for a range of purposes and audiences 

• Develop skills and experience in reading, analysing and discussing a variety of reading material 

 

 
 



 9 

Mordialloc College 
Inspiring tomorrow’s leaders 

Year 10 Handbook 

 

ENGLISH 

Semester 2 - COMPULSORY 
 

AIMS:  

To develop the range and power of the student’s language, critical thinking and communication skills. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Year 10 English involves the study of a variety of texts including novels, media, film, theatre and poetry 
which incorporate writing, reading, speaking and listening skills for varied purposes. Tasks are developed 
in line with the VCE English course. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS:  

• Comparative essay - comparing the presentation of ideas, issues and themes in two texts of different 
forms (for example, novel and film) 

• Oral presentations 

• Analysis of argument and persuasive language in texts 

• Create texts to position audiences 

• End of semester exam 

• Class participation in discussion and activities 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

• Write comparatively in response to texts of different forms 

• Identify and analyse persuasive language as it is used in the media to position argument 

• Confidence in preparing and delivering oral presentations for a range of purposes and audiences 

• Develop skills and experience in reading, analysing and discussing a variety of reading material 

 

Links to VCE English Unit 1-4 and VCE Literature Units 1-4 
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ENGLISH Enhanced  
(SEAL students/students performing ‘well above’ the expected level in Y9 
English) 

Semester 1 and 2 
AIMS:  

English Enhanced aims to provide further extension and VCE preparation for students who are aiming to attain 
the highest levels at VCE.  

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

This subject is offered to prepare accelerated students for the higher levels of VCE English and as an 
introduction to the study of literature. Students will cover both the writing, reading and oral presentation skills 
needed for VCE English and the analytic essay writing skills of Literature VCE units . They will explore a range 
of texts including media articles, plays, poetry and prose.  

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

A range of styles of tasks includes:  

• Text response to literature 

• Close analysis 

• Formal text analysis and essays including comparative analysis 

• Presentations 

• Class discussion contributions 

• Imaginative/creative response to texts 

• Reviewing and analysis of other writers’ critical responses to texts 

• End of semester exam 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

• Experience enjoyment of reading and discussing key concerns in texts  

• Be able to develop a personal and supported interpretation of a text  

• Reflect on and respond to texts critically, creatively and comparatively 

• Develop skills in written analysis, building a vocabulary with which to do so 

• Develop an appreciation of how texts are constructed and an awareness of different readings or            
 interpretations 

• Increase knowledge and understanding of  a range of literature 

• This subject assists students in the development of close analysis skills of texts, which is a strong 
 advantage for text study in English. If pursued, VCE Literature offers students a viable alternative for 
 very high achieving students) to VCE English or can be studied in conjunction with VCE English 
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EAL (English as an Additional Language)  

Semester 1 - Compulsory for EAL students 

 
AIMS:  

To develop the range and power of the student’s language and communication skills. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Year 10 EAL involves the study of a variety of texts including novels, media, film and theatre which incorporate 
writing, reading, speaking and listening skills for varied purposes. Tasks are developed in line with the VCE EAL 
course. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Analytical text response – assignment and a SAC style essay response  

• Creative response to a text  

• Oral presentation  

• Analysis of argument and persuasive language in texts  

• Listening comprehension tasks 

• Creation of texts intended to position audiences  

• End of semester exam  

• Class participation in discussion and activities   

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES:  

• Write analytically in response to a text  

• Write creatively in response to a text  

• Identify and analyse persuasive language as it is used in the media to present argument  

• Creation of texts intended to position audiences  

• Confidence in preparing and delivering oral presentations for a range of purposes and audiences  

• Develop skills and experience in reading, analysing and discussing a variety of reading material 

• Develop skills and experience in listening and responding to a variety of texts.   

 

Links to VCE EAL Units 1-4 
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EAL (English as an Additional Language)  

Semester 2 - Compulsory for EAL students 
 

AIMS: 

To develop the range and power of the student’s language and communication skills. 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Year 10 EAL involves the study of a variety of texts including novels, media, film, theatre and poetry which 
incorporate writing, reading, speaking and listening skills for varied purposes. Tasks are developed in line with 
the VCE EAL course. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS:   

• Analytical comparative essay - comparing the presentation of ideas, issues and themes in two texts of 
 different forms (for example, novel and film)  

• Oral presentation  

• Listening comprehension task 

• Analysis of argument and persuasive language in texts  

• Create texts to position audiences  

• End of semester exam  

• Class participation in discussion and activities  

•   

LEARNING OUTCOMES:  

• Write comparatively in response to texts of different forms  

• Identify and analyse persuasive language as it is used in the media to position argument  

• Confidence in preparing and delivering oral presentations for a range of purposes and audiences  

• Develop skills and experience in reading, analysing and discussing a variety of reading material  

• Develop skills and experience in listening and responding to a variety of texts 

 

Links to VCE EAL Unit 1-4 
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MATHEMATICS 

Semester 1 & 2 - Compulsory  

AIMS:  

The Year 10 Mathematics courses provide students with access to important mathematical ideas, knowledge 
and skills that they will draw on in their personal and work lives. The Mathematics curriculum aims to ensure 
that students: 

• develop useful mathematical and numeracy skills for everyday life, work and as active and critical 
citizens in a technological world 

• see connections and apply mathematical concepts, skills and processes to pose and solve problems in 
mathematics and in other disciplines and contexts  

• acquire specialist knowledge and skills in mathematics that provide for further study in the discipline  

• appreciate mathematics as a discipline – its history, ideas, problems and applications, aesthetics and 
philosophy 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students have a choice of four Maths courses in Year 10: Year 10 Foundation Maths, Year 10 General Maths , 
Year 10 Enhanced Maths and the extension subject Year 10 Advanced Maths. Course content for 
each of the Year 10 Maths courses covers the strands detailed in the Victorian Curriculum including Number 
and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and Probability. For those students intending to 
study Maths Methods and Specialist Maths in VCE, it is strongly advised they undertake Year 10 Advanced 
Maths. 

 

It is strongly recommended that students consult with their Maths teachers and Course 
Counsellors to select the Year 10 Mathematics course best suited to their knowledge, 
skills and future pathway. 

 

YEAR 9 and 10 MATHS PATHWAYS 

• Maths Methods Units 1 and 2 are a prerequisite for Maths Methods Units 3 and 4 

• Students choosing Specialist Maths Units 3 and 4 are required to complete Maths Methods Units 3 and 
4 at the same time or prior to commencing it 

• Students may enrol in up to three VCE Maths 3 and 4 sequences, but only two can contribute to the 
primary four of their ATAR. The lowest scaled score course will count as a 5th or 6th subject 

• Students may undertake a University Enhancement Maths in Year 12 

 

 

*SEAL students will undertake either Year 10 Enhanced Maths or Year 10 Advanced Maths 
based on their results in Year 9 and the recommendation of their teacher. As a guide, SEAL 
students should be achieving at or above the expected standard in all Maths benchmark tasks if 
they are considering Year 10  Advanced Maths.  
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Year 9 Maths Year 10 Maths Year 11 Maths Year 12 Maths 

Year 9 (achieving 
well below level)  

Year 10 Foundation Maths Foundation Maths 1&2   

Year 9 (achieving    
at or below level)  

Year 10 General Maths General Maths Unit 1&2 Further Maths Unit 3&4 

Year 9 (achieving    
at or above level)  

Year 10 Enhanced Maths Maths Methods Unit 1&2 Maths Methods Unit 3&4 

Year 9 (achieving 
well above level) 

Year 10 Advanced Maths Maths Methods Units 1&2 

Specialist Maths Units 1&2 

Maths Methods Units 3&4 

Specialist Maths Units 3&4 

Year 9 (achieving  
at or above level)  

Year 10 Enhanced Maths & 
General Maths Unit 1&2 if  
invited to study a Year 11 
subject 

Maths Methods Units 1&2 

Further Maths Units 3&4 

Maths Methods Units 3&4 

  

Year 9 (achieving 
well above level)  

Year 10 Advanced Maths  
(may also opt to undertake 
Units 1&2 General Maths if 
invited to study a Year 11 
subject) 

Maths Methods Units 1&2 

Specialist Maths Units 1&2 

Maths Methods Units 3&4 

Specialist Maths Units 3&4 

Possible course options in Mathematics  

Mathematics combinations  

Year 10 to 12 Mathematics pathways 
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FOUNDATION MATHEMATICS - Semester 1 and 2 

 

AIMS:  

The Year 10 Foundation Mathematics course is designed for students who do not require a Year 12 
mathematics certificate. They may require a basic level of Mathematics for their chosen VCE pathway or will 
choose an  alternate pathway such as VCAL. The course aims to develop students’ numeracy skills, problem 
solving and application via real-life contexts and projects.  

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students will study Number (including Financial Maths, budgets and money), Basic Algebra (including 
substitution & simplification), Geometry and Measurement and Probability and Statistics.  Students will also 
incorporate technology into the application projects that support the skills, knowledge and understandings 
taught in each unit. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

The main methods of assessment are: 

• Chapter revision exercises  

• Assignments and investigations—supporting the students’ development of problem solving 

• Topic tests - designed to give students the opportunity to demonstrate what they have learned 

• End of semester exams 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

The Year 10 Foundation Mathematics course is designed as a broad based subject covering all the main skills 
and topics found in the Victorian Mathematics Curriculum. It is designed to prepare Year 10 students to study 
VCE Foundation Mathematics Unit 1 and 2 or transition into a VCAL Intermediate program. 
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GENERAL MATHEMATICS - Semester 1 and 2 
 

AIMS:  

The Year 10 General Mathematics course is designed for students who wish to undertake basic Mathematics at 
VCE level and is accessible for those achieving at or below level in Year 9 Mathematics. The course aims to 
provide students with a solid understanding of mathematical concepts and to master skills of Mathematics.  

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Year 10  General Mathematics provides a range of relevant, interesting and challenging topics and teaching 
strategies to improve mathematical skills. The content covers the requirements of the Victorian Curriculum and 
includes Number skills, Financial Arithmetic, Algebra, Measurement, Pythagoras’ theorem, Trigonometry, 
Matrices, Probability and Statistics. 

 

The use of ICT Technology is incorporated into the course and students are expected to have the appropriate 
CAS Calculator to assist them with course work and completion of application tasks and projects.  

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

The main methods of assessment are: 

• Chapter revision exercises  

• Assignments and Projects - developing the student’s problem  solving skills and strategies 

• Topic Tests - designed to give students the opportunity to demonstrate what they have learned 

• End of Semester Exams - these are designed to give the students exam practice and prepare them for  
VCE 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

The Year 10 General Mathematics Course is designed as a broad based subject, covering all of the strands of 
the Victorian Curriculum. It is designed to prepare Year 10 students to undertake General Mathematics Unit 1 
and 2 in VCE, followed by Further Mathematics 3 and 4.  

 

Please note: If a student excels in Semester 1 and is considering Maths Methods at Year 11 then they should 
transfer to Enhanced Maths in Semester 2 to ensure they are exposed to the skills and knowledge required to 
be successful the following year. 
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ENHANCED MATHEMATICS - Semester 1 and 2 

 

AIMS:  

Year 10 Enhanced Mathematics course is designed for students who wish to pursue a Mathematics pathway at 
VCE level and is accessible for those achieving at or above level in Year 9 Mathematics. The course aims to 
provide students with the opportunity to master skills in Mathematics and to provide a range of relevant,    
interesting and challenging topics to improve mathematical skills and strategies that prepare students for the 
rigour of VCE Mathematics.  

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

The content covers the requirements of the Victorian Curriculum and includes Number, Linear and Non-Linear 
Algebra, Measurement, Pythagoras’ theorem, Trigonometry, Matrices, Probability and Statistics.  

 

The use of ICT Technology is incorporated into the course and students are expected to have the appropriate 
CAS Calculator to assist them with course work and completion of tasks.  

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS:  

The main methods of assessment are: 

• Chapter revision exercises  

• Project based application tasks 

• Topic Tests - designed to give students the opportunity to demonstrate what they have learned 

• End of semester exams - these are designed to give the students exam practice and prepare them for    
VCE 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES:  

The Year 10 Enhanced Mathematics course is designed as a subject that covers all of the main skills and    
topics found in the Victorian Curriculum. It concentrates on more of the advanced topics and higher level        
algebra. It is designed to prepare students to study VCE Mathematical Methods Unit 1 and 2 , followed by 
Mathematical Methods Unit 3 and 4 in Year 12.  
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ADVANCED MATHEMATICS - Semester 1 and 2 

  

AIMS:  

Year 10 Advanced Mathematics course is designed for students who wish to pursue an extension to their 
Maths pathway at VCE level. The course aims to provide students with the opportunity to master skills in   
Mathematics to an advanced level and to provide a range of relevant, interesting and challenging topics to  
improve mathematical skills and strategies that prepare students for the rigour of VCE Mathematics, including 
Specialist Mathematics.  

  

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

The content covers the requirements of the Victorian Curriculum and includes Number (Indices, Logarithms & 
Surds), Algebra (including algebraic fractions and simultaneous equations), Coordinate Geometry, Linear & Non
-Linear Algebraic equations and functions and Statistics. The course also looks at  Advanced Trigonometry and 
Circular functions, Non-linear Algebraic graphs, Matrices, Probability and Counting Principles. 

  

The use of ICT Technology is incorporated into the course and students are expected to have the appropriate 
CAS Calculator to assist them with course work and completion of application projects.  

  

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS:  

The main methods of assessment are: 

• Chapter revision exercises  

• Application tasks and Investigations 

• Topic Tests - designed to give students the opportunity to demonstrate what they have learned 

• End of semester exams - these are designed to give the students exam practice and prepare them for 
VCE 

  

LEARNING OUTCOMES:  

The Year 10 Advanced Mathematics course covers the higher level skills and topics found in the Victorian    
Curriculum and extension courses. It is designed to complement the topics covered in Year 10 Enhanced  
Mathematics or with VCE General Mathematics Units 1 and 2.  It is an extension  pathway for SEAL students or 
those students that excel in Mathematics. It will prepare students for study in VCE Mathematical Methods and     
Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2, followed by Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics Units 3 
and 4 in Year 12. 
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SCIENCE 
All students must undertake General Science in the first semester of Year 10 and may 
select any additional Science electives throughout the year. 

 

General Science - Semester 1 – COMPULSORY 
 

AIMS:  

Students will continue to enhance the scientific skills and concepts developed in the Middle Years through 
further study in the key science disciplines of Chemistry, Biology and Physics. Practical skills such as 
observation, recording of data, data analysis and problem solving will be addressed, as well as the importance 
of collaboration in science. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

In Term 1 the structure of the atom and properties of elements will be investigated to form an understanding of 
the patterns in the Periodic Table. Practical work involving different types of chemical reactions will be 
undertaken. By doing this, students will learn about the range of products that can be produced and factors 
that can influence the rate of reactions.  

Students are introduced to the theory of evolution by natural selection, how it explains the diversity of living 
things and is supported by a range of scientific evidence, will be examined. Students will also learn about the 
Physics of Motion through investigations into speed, velocity and acceleration. Further study is undertaken on  
Newton’s Three Laws and how they explain the movement of objects on Earth and in space.  

Throughout the semester students will use knowledge of scientific concepts to draw conclusions that are 
consistent with evidence. They will be asked to analyse how the models and theories they have learnt about 
have developed over time and discuss the factors that have prompted their review. 

Students will further develop practical skills so that they can independently design and improve appropriate 
methods of investigation, including field work and laboratory experimentation. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

Rates of Reaction Poster 

Students explore chemical bonding, looking specifically at Ionic and Covalent Bonding. The assessment is to 
complete a Scientific Poster based on rates of reactions.  

Origins of a Species 

In completing this task students need to collaborate with a partner and demonstrate their understanding of the 
origins and evolution of a particular species. They have to construct a timeline to show evolution in relation to 
geological time periods and explain what evidence exists that supports the existence of ancestral/related 
species. 

The Physics of Motion 

Students complete a theory test involving a combination of multiple choice, short answer and calculation 
questions. 

Other Assessment Tasks 

•  Homework tasks 

•  Mini tests 

•  End of semester exam  
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SCIENCE  
 

General Science - Semester 1 - COMPULSORY - 
continued 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

•  Understand and use the Scientific Method 

•  Gain experience in managing and analysing data 

•  Understand the basics of Chemistry, Biology and Physics 

•  Show increased awareness about the scope of science and its increasing impact on modern life 

•  Develop laboratory skills, and an understanding of the philosophy of research 

•  Develop reporting and ICT skills 

 

Links to VCE – Knowledge content to VCE Chemistry, Physics and Biology.  Skills applicable to all VCE 
Sciences. 

 

 

Suggested Science Pathways 

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

General Science/Applied Biology VCE Biology - Units 1&2 VCE Biology - Units 3&4 

General Science/Applied Chemistry VCE Chemistry - Units 1&2 VCE Chemistry - Units 3&4 

General Science/Applied Physics VCE Physics - Units 1&2 VCE Physics - Units 3&4 

General Science/Discovering Psychology 
and/or Psychology - Social, Emotional & 
Mental Wellbeing 

VCE Psychology - Units 1&2 VCE Psychology - Units 3&4 

General Science/Environmental Science 
VCE Environmental Science - 
Units 1&2 

VCE Environmental Science - 
Units 3&4 
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SCIENCE  

Discovering Psychology  
 

AIMS:  

To give students an introduction to the science of Psychology and to understand the workings of the teenage 
mind. Students will be able to apply an understanding of research principles to a class investigation. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students will establish key knowledge of the discipline including the different fields of psychology. They will 
explore the influence of heredity and the environment on our thoughts and actions, particularly in relation to 
brain development, memory and Forensic Psychology. 

Students will develop research skills and knowledge and be able to apply an understanding of research 
principles to class investigations. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS:  

•  Tests 

•  Stress and Study Habits ERA (Empirical Research Activity)  

•  End of semester exam 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

The course is an engaging insight into neuropsychology and the changes that occur within the brain 
throughout the lifespan and during times of learning. It also enables students to learn the basics of Forensic 
Psychology through criminal profiling. It will help prepare students for VCE Psychology by equipping them 
with the foundation research skills through the Victorian Curriculum — Science Inquiry strand. Nature versus 
nurture and neuropsychology also form the backbone of Unit 1 Psychology. 

  

Links to VCE – Knowledge content to VCE Psychology 
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SCIENCE   

Psychology: Social, Emotional and Mental Wellbeing 
 

AIMS:  

To give students an introduction to the science of Psychology and to understand the workings of the teenage 
mind. Students will be able to apply an understanding of research principles to a class investigation. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

This course explores positive psychology, human relationships, mental health, and Sports Psychology. Ethics 
and the future of Psychology will also be explored. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

•  ERAs (Empirical Research Activities)  

•  Tests 

•  End of semester exam 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

The course is an engaging insight into human behaviour and appeals to all interest areas. This course helps 
students understand their interactions with each other and with society and helps to develop their own sense 
of self. It will help prepare students for VCE Psychology by equipping them with the foundation research skills 
through the Victorian Curriculum — Science Inquiry strand. Nature versus nurture also forms the backbone of 
Unit 1 Psychology. 

 

Links to VCE – Knowledge content to VCE Psychology.    
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SCIENCE  

Applied Biology  
 

AIMS:   

To strengthen student understanding of the biological science strand of the Victorian Science Curriculum, in 
particular those students intending to undertake Biology in VCE.  

To investigate new technologies, bioethics and careers in Biology. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students develop an understanding of some of the fundamentals of biology, the chemistry of life and the 
reasons why we are as we are. In particular they study biomolecules (including proteins, DNA, fats and 
carbohydrates), cell structure and function and genetics. They gain an understanding of inheritance through 
a fruit fly breeding investigation as well as studying the immune system and how it defends the body against 
pathogens. Students develop key science skills through student designed investigations The application of 
biology in society, including bioethics, biotechnology and employment opportunities are investigated. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Structured questions relating to cellular structure and function 

• Osmosis modelling report 

• Genetics Investigation and report : Students work in small groups and complete individual scientific 
reports 

• Student designed investigation and poster 

• End of semester exam. Students are assessed on their semester’s work 

• Other Assessment Tasks 

• Homework tasks. Students are assessed on their ability to complete homework tasks to standard and 
in a timely manner 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

•  Understand and use the Scientific Method 

•  Understand the basics of biochemistry, genetics and cell biology 

•  Show increased awareness about the scope of biology and its impact on modern life 

•  Develop laboratory skills and an understanding of the philosophy of research 

•  Develop reporting, presentation and ICT skills 

 

Links to VCE - Knowledge content to Biology  



 24 

Year 10 Handbook 

 

SCIENCE  

Applied Chemistry  
 

AIMS:   

To strengthen the chemical knowledge of students intending to undertake Chemistry in VCE. To investigate 
new technologies and careers in Chemistry. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

During this unit students who have identified Chemistry as a pathway subject for VCE / future employment 
will spend time investigating the Victorian Curriculum Chemical Science strand material as well as 
developing their scientific research and inquiry skills in preparation for VCE Chemistry. 

Content will include reinforcing the atomic structure model, balancing equations and chemical bonding, 
extending the understanding of rates and types of reactions, including redox reactions, and an introduction 
to the mole theory and organic chemistry.   

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Media Response of Scientific Articles. Students will apply their knowledge of rates and types of 
reactions to evaluate current industrial processes. 

• Structured Questions conducted under test conditions for a range of concepts. 

• A student designed investigation with a focus on organic chemistry. 

• Homework tasks. Students are assessed on their ability to complete homework tasks to standard and 
in a timely manner. 

• End of Semester Exam.  Students are assessed on their semester’s work. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

• Understand and develop Key Science Skills to undertake Scientific Investigations in Chemistry. 

• Understand the concepts of  balancing equations, the atomic model, rates of reactions, the mole       
theory and electrochemistry. 

• Develop laboratory skills and an understanding of the philosophy of research. 

• Develop reporting, analysing data, mathematical and ICT skills. 

 

Links to VCE - Knowledge content to VCE Chemistry 
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SCIENCE 

Applied Physics 
 

AIMS:  

To strengthen student understandings of the Physical Sciences strand of the Victorian Science Curriculum, in 
particular for those students intending to undertake Physics in VCE and to investigate new technologies and 
careers in Physics. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students develop an understanding of some of the fundamentals of physics. Students study motion, 
components and processes within electrical circuits and are introduced to astronomy. They will look at 
Einstein’s Special and General Relativity and see how time can run slower to different observers and if time 
travel is possible. Students will look at the bizarre properties predicted by Quantum Mechanics including a 
particle being in two places at the same time. Students will learn practical skills necessary to collect and 
analyse data from experimental investigations. Students will develop ideas about the universe that surrounds 
them and how physics can be used to describe it.  

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Investigating motion - student designed experiments: Students work in groups and are assessed on 
their group work and on their individual scientific reports. 

• Understanding forces: Students become familiar with the vectorial and additive nature of forces. They 
are assessed on their ability to calculate the net result of forces acting on an object. 

• Investigating electrical circuits: Students are assessed on their ability to construct simple circuits and to 
predict electrical properties.  

• The physics of astronomy: Students are introduced to the fundamental principles of astronomy and are 
assessed on their ability to describe and apply these principles. 

• Homework tasks: Students are assessed on their ability to complete homework tasks to a high standard 
and in a timely manner. 

• End of semester exam: Students are assessed on their semester’s learning. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

• Understand the laws which describe forces and motion. 

• Understand the basics of electrical circuits. 

• Understand the notions of Relativity and Quantum Mechanics. 

• Gain experience in managing and analysing data. 

• Show increased awareness about the planet we live on and the universe that surrounds it. 

• Develop research skills, as well as creativity in laboratory work. 

• Develop reporting, presentation and ICT skills. 

 

Links to VCE Physics Units 1-4 
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SCIENCE  

Environmental Science 
AIMS:  

The aim of this course is to provide students with the opportunity to consider all of the components which 
make up our environment and investigate how they interact with each other. Students also investigate 
sustainability and  examine human impacts on the environment. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students develop an understanding of the Biosphere and the components of ecosystems in various 
environments.  

They investigate the movement of energy and cycling of nutrients within these ecosystems, as well as 
processes such as photosynthesis and cellular respiration. Students also study  the climate and climate 
change, and consider the various impacts that humans have on the environment. 

During this course students investigate sustainability and consider ways in which harm to the environment can 
be minimised, as well as developing important practical skills necessary to collect and analyse data about the 
state of the different environments. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

•  Investigations into ecosystems 

•  Class presentation 

•  Topic tests 

•  Field practical skills, using scientific tools 

•  Homework tasks 

•  End of semester exam 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

•  Understand and use the Scientific Method 

•  Recognise the many components of ecosystems 

•  Recognise and be able to describe and discuss components of the biosphere 

•  Describe the role and importance of energy in ecosystems 

•  Understand how humans use and influence the environment 

•  Understand factors that affect climate and global warming 

•  Recognise human impact on the environment 

•  Understand the effects on air pollution on the environment 

•  Show increased awareness about ways to maintain and protect our environment 

•  Develop research skills, as well as practical skills in field and laboratory work 

•  Develop reporting, presentation and ICT skills 

 

Links to VCE – Knowledge content to VCE Environmental Science & VCE Biology.  
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SCIENCE 

Forensic Science 

 
AIMS:  

To provide an opportunity for students to explore how science methodology and technology is applied in the 
Forensic setting. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students develop an understanding of a number of forensics techniques and their applications. They gain 
understanding of the scientific process and its implications in collecting evidence. Students recognise the 
many jobs involved with forensic science and develop an understanding of issues surrounding forensic 
science technologies. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Crime scene analysis 

• Blood Splatter Investigations - Scientific Poster 

• End of semester exam 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Engage students through an alternative form of science by using real world settings/environments to:  

• Explain the role of DNA in modern forensic investigations 

• Predict how future applications of science and technology may affect people’s lives 

• Develop questions and hypotheses that can be investigated using a range of inquiry skills 

• Construct evidence-based arguments whilst using appropriate scientific language to communicate their 
findings and ideas 

 

Links to VCE – Knowledge content to VCE Biology.  Science skills applicable to all VCE Sciences.  
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LANGUAGES - French 
Languages – If students choose to study a language, it must be for the entire year  

AIMS:  

To develop communicative skills in French through language knowledge and cultural awareness of the 
Francophone world.  

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

The Year 10 French program focuses on units of work related to the topics of ‘Life beyond Family, Friends 
and School, ‘Historical Characters and Cultural Icons’, ‘The Environment’ and ‘Future Plans about Education 
and Career Choices’. These units form the core foundation of an interrelated course to the VCE French 
themes of ‘The Individual, The French-speaking Communities and The World Around Us’ as structured in the 
French study design for VCE Languages studies. 

Each unit focuses on literacy in the area of vocabulary development and scaffolding grammatical concepts to 
improve reading comprehension and writing skills; and intonation, use of specific expressions and cultural 
gestures in role-plays/oral communication. Students explore their own cultural and intercultural 
understandings through reflection and comparison of their own culture with those of the French-Speaking 
communities. The program offers a broad range of activities to promote and enhance all macro skills in the 
areas of speaking, viewing, translating, interpreting and reflecting, analysing, synthesizing, reading, writing 
and listening, involved in language learning. A range of viewing stimulus materials are also used to engage in 
social and cultural discussions in transition for VCE French Units 1 and 2. 

To increase the depth of cultural and intercultural understandings, each unit of work is also extended with a 
broad range of practical and extra-curricular activities such as cooking and cultural visits through incursions 
and excursions. Students are exposed to and have opportunities to participate in events such as poetry and 
writing competitions, ‘Le Concours Berthe Mouchette’, French film festival, French plays, Crepe Day and 
Cultural Diversity Week, including a future French Study Tour to France. 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Ongoing vocabulary and grammar tests in the format of online quizzes using Socrative, Quizlet and      
Kahoot to review progress and consolidate understanding 

• Regular listening and reading comprehension tests 

• Role-plays and class presentations to develop speaking skills 

• Cultural discussions and projects on various units to add the cultural differences and awareness 
dimensions to learning 

• End of unit test on each topic/theme studied including a benchmark task 

• Berthe Mouchette and ACER Language competence test (Certificate 1 Level) 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

• Direct links with the Cultural/Intercultural, Creative and Critical Thinking Capabilities 

• Improvement of literacy skills 

• Motivation and interest to continue learning French 

• Opportunities for more career options in future 

• Ability to use and speak the language when travelling abroad, most particularly to Europe and other 
French-speaking countries 

• Opportunity to continue tertiary courses at University 

• Students benefit from additional 1:1 assistance to enable them to practise speaking skills and improve 
in other language learning skills due to higher degree of commitment and interest in the subject 

Links to VCE French Units 1-4 
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LANGUAGES - Japanese 
Languages – If students choose to study a language, it must be for the entire year  

AIMS:  

To develop communicative skills in Japanese through language knowledge and cultural awareness of Japanese 
speaking communities.  

 
CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

In Year 10 Japanese, students study units of work related to the topics of ‘City and Country’, ‘School Trips’, ‘Part
-Time Work’, ‘Careers and Aspirations’ and ‘Australia through Japanese eyes’.  

These units form the core foundation of interrelated courses to the VCE Japanese themes of ‘The Individual,   
Japanese-Speaking Communities and The World Around Us’ as structured in the Japanese study design for VCE 
Languages. Within each unit, students continue to develop and expand their knowledge of Japanese language, 
vocabulary and grammar structures. This further assists students to improve their oral communication and    
understanding of the broader content through these macro skills: speaking, listening, writing, reading and   
viewing.  

Students of Japanese explore their own cultural and intercultural understandings through reflection and      
comparison of their own culture with those of the Japanese speaking communities. To increase depth of cultural 
and intercultural understandings, students participate in a broad range of practical and extra-curricular activities 
such as incursions and excursions. Students are exposed to and have opportunities to participate in events such 
as language competitions, the Japanese Film Festival, Cultural Diversity Week, and the Japan Study Tour in 
2021. 

 
MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Ongoing vocabulary and grammar tests in the format of online quizzes 

• Regular listening and reading comprehension tests 

• Role-plays and class presentations to develop speaking skills 

• Cultural discussions and projects on various units to add the cultural differences and awareness           
dimensions to learning 

• End of unit test on each topic/theme studied including a benchmark task 

• ACER Language competence test 

  

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

• Direct links with the Cultural/Intercultural, Creative and Critical Thinking Capabilities 

• Improvement of literacy skills 

• Motivation and interest to continue learning Japanese 

• Opportunities for more career options in future 

• Ability to use and speak the language when travelling abroad, most particularly to Japan  

• Opportunities to continue tertiary courses at University 

• Students benefit from additional 1:1 assistance to enable them to practise speaking skills and improve in 
other language learning skills due to higher degree of commitment and interest in the subject 

Links to VCE Japanese Units 1-4 
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HUMANITIES 

General Information 
 

Compulsory subject selection:  

Humanities is one of the four core subjects as outlined within the Victorian Curriculum requirements for 
education and as such students in Year 10 are required to select and complete a minimum of one compulsory 
Humanities subject. Students are then welcome to select additional Humanities subjects if they wish, as 
elective options. 

  

Recommendations: 

Students have the option to complete any Humanities based subject as their compulsory choice.  

The following should be considered: 

• If you are a student who is passionate about completing one of the Humanities subject choices at VCE 
level study then it is recommended that you enrol to complete that subject. For example, if you are 
100% certain about enrolling in Geography in Year 11, then please select a Geography option for Year 
10. This will best help you develop the skills and knowledge required to be successful at VCE level study. 
This is not a requirement but a recommendation for VCE study. 

• Alternatively, if you are a student who hasn’t made their mind up about subject choices for Year 11 then 
please select Humanities subjects that you believe would be the most interesting to yourself and that you 
can be the most successful within. 

• It is also recommended that if you are unsure about which option to select as your compulsory choice for 
Humanities that you enrol into Commerce as a gateway for building the general skills required for 
Humanities study in future years. 

  

Subject Options:   

• History: WW2 and Post-War 

• History: Making and Breaking of Nations 

• Geography: Human Wellbeing 

• Geography: The World Around Us 

• Commerce 

• Business and Accounting 

• Legal 

 

  

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

All subjects are designed in line with the requirements outlined within the Victorian Curriculum guidelines. All 
subjects are structured to build, extend, and prepare students for the knowledge and skill requirements of each 
respective subject VCE pathway at both Year 11 and 12. 
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Humanities - General Information - continued   

 

 

 

  Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

Pathway 1 Year 10 History (Any) 
Unit 1 & 2 History -               

20th Century History 
Unit 3 & 4 History - Revolu ons 

Pathway 2 
Year 10 Geography 

(Any) 
Unit 1 & 2 Geography Unit 3 & 4 Geography 

Pathway 3 
Year 10 Business and 

Accoun ng 

Unit 1 & 2 Business            

Management 

Unit 3 & 4 Business               

Management 

Pathway 4 
Year 10 Business and 

Accoun ng 
Unit 1 & 2 Accoun ng Unit 3 & 4 Accoun ng 

Pathway 5 Year 10 Commerce 
Unit 1 & 2 Business            

Management 

Unit 3 & 4 Business               

Management 

Pathway 6 Year 10 Commerce Unit 1 & 2 Accoun ng Unit 3 & 4 Accoun ng 

Pathway 7 Year 10 Commerce Unit 1 & 2 Legal Studies Unit 3 & 4 Legal Studies 

Pathway 8 Year 10 Legal Unit 1 & 2 Legal Studies Unit 3 & 4 Legal Studies 
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HUMANITIES 

History: WW2 and Post-War 
 

AIMS:  

To engage and inform students about Australia’s identity and to analyse how and why we transformed into the 
nation we are today. Students learn about the events, conflicts and characters from history, to understand 
what it was like to live in these times and to understand why people made the decisions that led to the events 
we now study today. History aims to extend students’ skills of evidence analysis, building their own opinions 
based on a variety of different opinions and historical arguments. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students study the causes of World War II, including the Treaty of Versailles and the Great Depression. 
Students investigate in-depth the rise of the Nazi Party under Adolf Hitler and how this led to World War II in 
Europe. Students also investigate the role Australia played in this world conflict and the consequences of World 
War II and how this war shaped the modern world. 

 

Students research how Australian society has been affected by other significant global events and changes in 
this period, for example the Vietnam War, as well as, the Civil Rights movement and social changes that 
developed through the 1960s. This course covers the Victorian Curriculum discipline of Humanities (History). 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Historical Essay 

• Extended Response 

• Source Analysis 

• End of semester exam 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Students learn the key skills of research, analysis and presenting critical arguments based on evidence. 
Students are more actively aware of the reasons and factors that have shaped modern society and understand 
the fundamental flaws of past injustices which should never be repeated.  

 

This subject provides links to the historical skills required for VCE History Units 1-4. 



 33 

Mordialloc College 
Inspiring tomorrow’s leaders 

Year 10 Handbook 

 

HUMANITIES 

History: Making and Breaking of Nations 
 

  
AIMS:  

For students to be able to sequence historical knowledge in chronological order, use historical sources as   
evidence, identify continuity and change, analyse the cause and effect of events, and determine the historical 
significance. Students develop a well formed historical perspective to question our past and that of other   
nations. 

  

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students investigate the history of Australia through exploring the social, political, economic, and cultural   
aspects of colonisation in Australia. This includes the context of colonies across Australia, investigating the 
founding of Melbourne and the Port Phillip District, and analysing the cause and effect of the Gold Rush era 
within Victoria. Students explore the intended and unintended effects of European settlement in Australia on 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Students develop an understanding of the movement for 
self-governance and the de-colonisation of Australia being faced with defence concerns, depression,          
nationalist ideals, egalitarianism (equal rights), and questions of governance as a new Federation. 

  

Students compare their understanding and knowledge of colonisation and decolonisation throughout        
Australian history to that of Pre-Revolutionary China. Students investigate the role and influence of the      
Chinese Emperor, the Boxer Rebellion, increasing foreign imperialism, collapse and rebellion, and societal 
changes such as railways, missionaries, networks, foreign concessions, and trade. This course covers the    
Victorian Curriculum discipline of History. 

  

 MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Historical Essay 

• Extended Response 

• Source Analysis 

• End of Semester Exam 

  

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Students learn the key skills of research, analysis and presenting critical arguments based on evidence.     
Students are able to compare and contrast key historical events that have shaped the fall and creation of    
different nations throughout the world. 

 

This subject provides links to the historical skills required for VCE History Units 1-4. 
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HUMANITIES 

Geography - Human Wellbeing 
 

AIMS: 

Students develop their knowledge and understanding of the differences in populations and standards of 
living around the world to measure their levels of human wellbeing in a variety of settings. Students are 
able to compare and contrast the differences in living standards throughout different cities, zooming-in on 
both macro and micro variations in an unequal world. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students study the diversity of cities around the world and the huge differences between the way people 
in some parts of these cities live in comparison to others. The access they have to food and fresh water, 
the types of houses in which they live, their levels of education, access to health care and levels of 
employment vary enormously. Students develop the skills needed to evaluate and measure these 
variations and explore reasons for why they exist to further develop solutions towards closing the poverty 
gap. Students will explore the role of wellbeing as an overall measure of the ability of human beings to 
access the different things they need in order to live happy and healthy lives. This course covers the 
Victorian Curriculum discipline of Humanities (Geography). 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Field Report 

• Structured Questions 

• End of semester exam 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Students develop a deeper understanding of the different levels of wellbeing around the world and an 
appreciation for quality of life in Australia, including knowledge of the factors leading to issues of poverty 
and the potential for global solutions. 

 

Provides links to the skills and knowledge required for VCE Geography Units 1-4 
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HUMANITIES   

Geography: The World Around Us 
  

AIMS:  

To engage students with an understanding of environmental change and management across both 
Australia and the world through zooming-in to investigate specific environmental geographies in-depth. 
Students explore possibilities for sustaining human life through supply of food, water, and air as basic 
needs for survival, resulting in an understanding of the vital importance of taking care to manage the 
world’s environments. 

  

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

This subject begins with an overview of the environmental functions that support all life, the major 
challenges to their sustainability both past and present, and the environmental and historical worldviews – 
including those of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people – that influence how people perceive and 
respond to these challenges. Students investigate a specific type of environment and environmental 
change in Australia (Port Melbourne) and one other country from around the world. They apply human-
environment systems thinking to understand the causes and consequences of the change, geographical 
concepts, and methods to analyse and select strategies to manage the change. Students learn about and 
evaluate a range of sustainability policies that have been put into place by both government and non-
government agencies. This course covers the Victorian Curriculum discipline of Humanities (Geography). 

  

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Field Report 

• Structured Questions 

• End of Semester Exam 

  

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Students develop the key knowledge and skills necessary for further engagement in the study of 
Geography through an understanding of both environment change and management  

 

Provides links to the skills and knowledge required for VCE Geography Units 1-4.  
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HUMANITIES 

Commerce 

 

AIMS:  

To engage and inform students to develop reasoning, problem-solving and interpretation skills to respond 
to economics and business issues towards creating a prosperous, sustainable and equitable economy for 
all Australians. Students develop a sense of belonging to and engaging with life as a member of Australian 
society and the governmental decisions shaping the issues facing local, regional and global levels of civics 
and citizenship. 

  

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

This course covers the Victorian Curriculum discipline of Business and Economics (Business and 
Accounting) and Civics and Citizenship (Legal). Commerce is split into three core units: 

Legal - Laws and Citizens: Students explore the court system, their jurisdictions, democratic 
rights and the ability of citizens to influence the legislative process through pressure groups and direct 
action. 

Business - Economics and Business Reasoning: Students generate a range of viable options, 
taking into account multiple perspectives, analysing and justifying courses of action, and predicting the 
intended and unintended consequences of economic and business decisions. 

Accounting - The Role of Accounting in Business: Students investigate the role of accounting 
and how it is used to assist in strengthening the growth of businesses, including the purpose of accuracy, 
keeping statements & balance sheets to ensure the flow of money. 

  

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Folio of Exercises 

• Case Study 

• Structured Questions 

• End of semester exam 

  

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Students learn the key skills of research, analysis, evaluation and structures of writing associated with 
commerce study as developed through a study into Legal, Business and Accounting. 

Links to content knowledge and skills required for VCE Accounting Units 1-4. Links to content knowledge 
and skills required for VCE Business Management Units 1-4. Links to content knowledge and skills required 
for VCE Legal Units 1-4. 
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HUMANITIES 

Business and Accounting 
 

AIMS:  

To introduce students to the world of finance, enterprise and consumerism. To explore the nature of 
innovation and how small businesses seek to create and maintain a competitive advantage in the market, 
including the global market. This unit aims to develop students’ financial management knowledge and the skills 
needed to be able to make informed economic decisions. To introduce students to the discipline of accounting 
as they learn how and why businesses record transactions. Students are exposed to a range of introductory 
skills suitable for Units 1 & 2 VCE Accounting and Business Management. 

  

 CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

This subject aims to introduce students to the world of economics, personal finance and accounting. As part of 
the course students will look at types of investment and loans, scams, sources of finance, international and 
local trade in goods and services, different stakeholders and the environments that businesses operate in. 
Students will explore how technology and marketing are used by businesses to gain a competitive advantage. 
Students will also learn how to accurately record transactions and make informed business decisions. This 
course covers the Victorian Curriculum discipline of Humanities (Business and Economics) as well as suitably 
preparing students for VCE success. 

  

 MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

The major areas of study will include: 

• Economics and Personal Finance Test 

• Share Market Investment report 

• Financial Reports & GST exercises 

• End of semester exam 

  

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Students develop a deeper understanding of the business and economics functions that shape society, being 
more readily able to evaluate the influence of these factors within society. 

This subject provides links to the knowledge and skills required for VCE Business Management Units 1-4. 

This subject provides links to the knowledge and skills required for VCE Accounting Units 1-4. 
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HUMANITIES 

Legal  
 

AIMS:  

To understand the reasons for making, following and upholding laws. Students learn who our 
lawmakers are and the democratic processes that allow for people to change the law to reflect 
the current values of our society. To extend students’ knowledge of how the court systems 
operate in Australia and to explore the impact of Australian and international obligations in 
shaping government policies.  

  

CONTENT OVERVIEW:  

Students learn about the key features of Australia’s justice system including the application and 
interpretation of the law. They will explore the key principles of Australia’s justice system, 
including equality before the law, an independent and unbiased judiciary and the right to appeal. 
Students consider Australia’s roles and responsibilities at the global level, including the provision 
of foreign aid, peacekeeping and the United Nations. The students will investigate how Australia’s 
legal obligations shape law and government policies. Students explain the roles and 
responsibilities of courts, with a focus on how courts make law. Students investigate the 
Australian Constitution, its features and the way in which the Constitution can change through 
the referendum process. Students explore the role of the High Court in interpreting the Australian 
Constitution and protecting rights. Students apply their knowledge to actual and hypothetical 
cases.  Students will also visit the Magistrates Court to experience jurisprudence first-hand. This 
subject covers the Victorian Curriculum (Civics and Citizenship) content descriptions. 

  

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Principles of Justice Report 

• Australia’s International Obligations Research Task 

• High Court Case Study 

• End of semester exam 

  

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

To teach students real world valuable knowledge about the political process, becoming a political 
citizen and an informed member of Australian society. It also teaches students about their 
individual rights and responsibilities in a democracy. 

 

This subject provides links to the skills and knowledge required for VCE Legal Studies Units 1-4.  
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THE ARTS and TECHNOLOGY 
 

The Arts and Technology - Students should undertake at least 1 unit during the year with 
the option of extra units over the year. 

 

THE ARTS 

Arts, Entertainment and Performance 

 

AIMS: 

This course aims to expands student skills and knowledge in the areas  of Media, English and Drama. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students will learn about the purpose and function of the Performing Arts (live music, theatre, festivals) within 
communities, while creating an arts and live entertainment program to be delivered to the College community. 
Students will develop key skills in communication, literacy, organisation, creation and performance, while 
developing and delivering a calendar of events to take place at Mordialloc College throughout Semester One. It 
will be the role of these students to plan, organise and run events such as: live arts and cultural events, school 
assemblies, charity events, and anything else the group decides will add value to the lives of students and staff 
within the College. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

Students will be assessed on both the practical and theoretical aspects of the subject.  

Assessment tasks include:  

• Writing a theatre review 

• Creating and presenting devised performances (whole class and small group) 

• Sound and lighting production 

• Event evaluation. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Students will develop an appreciation for an understanding of the language and techniques used to create 
performance work in both a theoretical and practical manner. 

The skills learned in this unit will provide a solid basis for VCE Drama. Additionally, the subject provides many 
opportunities for students to build literacy, group work and public speaking skills, which will be invaluable to 
many subjects in Year 10 and throughout VCE.  

Performing Arts/Drama  

 

$32.50 per semester 
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THE ARTS  

Drama 
 

AIMS: 

To develop and apply skills in creating and making performance work that explores personal, cultural and social 
worlds through role and situation that engages, entertains and challenges. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW:  

Students develop and sustain different roles and characters to realise dramatic intentions and engage          
audiences. They perform devised and scripted drama in different forms, styles and performance spaces. They 
plan, direct, produce, rehearse and refine performances. They select and use the elements of drama, narrative 
and structure in directing and acting and apply stagecraft. They use performance and expressive skills to    
convey dramatic action and meaning. Students analyse the elements of drama, forms and performance styles 
and evaluate meaning and aesthetic effect in drama they devise, interpret, perform and view. They use       
experience of drama practices from different cultures, places and times to evaluate drama. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

Students will create and present two major pieces that will inform their assessment. Further assessment will be 
based upon coursework completed throughout the process of creating the major work, as well as the students’ 
own self-assessment. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Students will develop skills and knowledge, both theoretical and practical. Additionally, the subject provides 
many opportunities for students to build literacy, group work and public speaking skills which will be invaluable 
to many subjects in Year 10 and throughout VCE. 

Links to VCE Drama Units 1-4.  

Performing Arts/Drama  

 

$32.50 per semester 
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THE ARTS 

Media - Photography and Print 
At Year 10, Media Studies includes two semester based electives. You can enrol in either of the two semesters 
offered, or both. Experience in either semester will support a pathway to VCE Media Studies Units 1-4.  

 

AIMS: 

To introduce students to the processes for planning and producing a series of photographs and film, as well as 
providing analytical frameworks for discussing and evaluating how artists create films/photographs in specific 
ways. To investigate the broader aspects of the Media industry and evaluate the impact and nature of new 
forms of media and media technology. To develop students’ analytical skills and develop their abilities to view/
read and create media products critically. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students will be introduced to VCE Media concepts of Narrative and Ideology across various media forms, media 
representation and Australian stories, as well as exploring the issues within the media.  They will study media 
codes and conventions and undertake a genre study which will include the analysis of Media across different 
genres and form, although with a specific emphasis on Photography and print. They will plan and produce a 
short series of images on a selected theme. Students will be introduced to Photoshop and develop a portfolio. 
They will learn the basics to manipulate and alter images, but also advanced techniques such as blending, layer 
masks and removing backgrounds. 

While there is a main focus on Photography and print, students will still have access to creating a film to ensure 
the main media forms are explored and enable the student to feel prepared for VCE Media. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

Assessments include: 

• Genre research / Genre analysis essay 

• Major Photographic Media production which will include a number of tasks related to pre and post 
production stages. They may include the use of digital cameras and computer software 

• Minor Cinematic production with an emphasis on the use of the Media Codes and Conventions.  

• End of semester exam 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Students will focus more directly on the concepts central to VCE Media, of representation, narrative and 
ideology, Australian stories and agency in control. They will further develop their analytical skills in 
deconstructing and evaluating media products, as well as through the practical components of photography and 
film. 

 

 
Media  

$62.50 per semester 
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THE ARTS 

Media - Film and Broadcast 
At Year 10, Media Studies includes two semester based electives. You can enrol in either of the two semesters 
offered, or both. Experience in either semester will support a pathway to VCE Media Studies Units 1-4.  

 

AIMS: 

To introduce students to the processes for planning and producing a series of photographs and film, as well as 
providing analytical frameworks for discussing and evaluating how artists create films/photographs in specific 
ways. Investigating the broader aspects of the Media industry and evaluate the impact and nature of new forms 
of media and media technology. To develop students’ analytical skills and develop their abilities to view/read 
and create media products critically. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students will be introduced to VCE Media concepts of Narrative and Ideology across various media forms, media 
representation and Australian stories, as well as exploring the issues within the media.  They will study media 
codes and conventions and undertake a genre study which will include the analysis of Media across different 
genres and form, although with a specific emphasis on Film and Broadcast. They will plan and produce a short 
film based on a selected theme. Students will be introduced to Premiere pro and develop a portfolio. They will 
learn the basics to upload footage and edit, but also advanced techniques such as inserting sound. 

While there is a main focus on Film and Broadcast, students will still have access to creating a series of 
photographs to ensure the main media forms are explored and enable the student to feel prepared for VCE 
Media. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

Assessments include: 

• Genre research / analysis essay 

• Cinematic Media Production which will include a number of tasks related to pre and post production 
stages. They may include the use of video cameras and computer software 

• Minor photographic task with an emphasis on the use of composition and the Media Codes and 
Conventions.  

• End of semester exam 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Students will focus more directly on the concepts central to VCE Media, of representation, narrative and 
ideology, Australian stories and agency in control. They will further develop their analytical skills in 
deconstructing and evaluating media products, as well as through the practical components of photography and 
film.  

Media  

$62.50 per semester 
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THE ARTS 

Studio Arts - Painting and Drawing 
At Year 10, Studio Arts includes two semester based electives. You can enrol in either of the two semesters 
offered, or both. Experience in either semester will support a pathway to VCE Studio Arts Units 1-4. Enrolling in 
both semesters will help strengthen key skills in a wider range of mediums, providing a strong skill base for 
VCE. 

AIMS: 

In Studio Arts - Painting and Drawing, Students will develop creative solutions to themes  and topics. Working 
predominantly in the mediums of painting and drawing students are encouraged to experiment and build visual 
arts skills. Throughout the subject students undertake a folio based studio practice, involving analysis, research, 
experimentation and developments of ideas. Students will also refine and present finished artworks.  

They will be introduced to art theory topics to further their understanding of the elements and principles of art, 
while learning to respond to historical and contemporary artists and interpret their work. By the end of the 
semester, students will develop their creative thinking and analysis skills while advancing their ability to 
conceptualise, plan and refine finished artworks, focusing within the mediums of painting and drawing. 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students will learn to manipulate the materials through a range of painting and drawing techniques. They will 
apply these new techniques to express ideas, concepts and themes in their own personal art practice. Over the 
course of the semester students may explore and experiment with materials such as charcoal, pencil, 
progresso, pastel, watercolour and acrylic paint. This will be documented though a folio process. 

Students will also learn to analyse artworks while investigating a variety of art movements and artists from 
different cultures and times in history. 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

A variety of projects are completed over the course of the semester. These projects may vary from year to year 
as chosen themes and work for analysis are selected to reflect current issues and the work of locally exhibiting 
artists. Assessment tasks will include: 

• Folio (Research, experimentation, development, annotations and evaluation) 

• Final Artworks 

• Written Analysis 

• End of semester exam 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Students will complete several tasks covering different themes and materials to better prepare them for VCE 
Studio Arts. They will learn how to analyse artworks and reflect on their own art works and practices, using art 
language. 

Key skills include: 

• How to explore & express ideas  

• How to develop their visual arts practice through research, experimentation, development, annotations 
and evaluation; research 

• How to present and display their artwork for an audience 

• How to analyse, interpret and evaluate a range of artworks 
from a range of contemporary and historical contexts 

The Arts/Studio Arts 

 

$62.50 per semester 
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THE ARTS 

Studio Arts - Printmaking and Ceramics 
At Year 10, Studio Arts includes two semester based electives. You can enrol in either of the two semesters 
offered, or both. Experience in either semester will support a pathway to VCE Studio Arts Units 1-4. Enrolling in 
both semesters will help strengthen key skills in a wider range of mediums, providing a strong skill base for 
VCE. 

AIMS: 

In Studio Arts - Printmaking and Ceramics, Students will develop creative solutions to themes and topics. 
Working predominantly in the mediums of printmaking and ceramics students are encouraged to experiment 
and build skills. Throughout the subject students undertake a folio based studio practice, involving analysis, 
research, experimentation and developments of ideas. Students will also refine and present finished artworks.  

They will be introduced to art theory topics to further their understanding of the elements and principles of art, 
while learning to respond to historical and contemporary artists and interpret their work. By the end of the 
semester, students will develop their creative thinking and analysis skills while advancing their ability to 
conceptualise, plan and refine finished artworks, focusing within the mediums of printmaking and ceramics. 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students will learn to manipulate the materials through a range of painting and drawing techniques. They will 
apply these new techniques to express ideas, concepts and themes in their own personal art practice. Over the 
course of the semester students may explore and experiment with materials such as linocutting, etching, screen
-printing, hand building with clay, firing and glazing ceramics. This will be documented though a folio process. 

Students will also learn to analyse artworks while investigating a variety of art movements and artists from 
different cultures and times in history. 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

A variety of projects are completed over the course of the semester. These projects may vary from year to year 
as chosen themes and work for analysis are selected to reflect current issues and the work of locally exhibiting 
artists. Assessment tasks will include: 

• Folio (Research, experimentation, development, annotations and evaluation) 

• Final Artworks 

• Written Analysis 

• End of semester exam 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Students will complete several tasks covering different themes and materials to better prepare them for VCE 
Studio Arts. They will learn how to analyse artworks and reflect on their own art works and practices, using art 
language. 

Key skills include: 

• How to explore & express ideas  

• How to develop their visual arts practice through research, experimentation, development, annotations 
and evaluation; research 

• How to present and display their artwork for an audience 

• How to analyse, interpret and evaluate a range of artworks 
from a range of contemporary and historical contexts The Arts/Studio Arts 

 

$62.50 per semester 



 45 

Mordialloc College 
Inspiring tomorrow’s leaders 

Year 10 Handbook 

 

THE ARTS 

VCD - Architecture 
At Year 10, Visual Communication Design includes two semester based electives. You can enrol in either of the 
two semesters offered, or both. Experience in either semester will support a pathway to VCE Visual 
Communication Design Units 1-4. Enrolling in both semesters will help strengthen key skills in a range of 
design fields, providing a strong skill base for VCE. 

 

AIMS: 

In Visual Communication Design - Architecture, Students will follow the design process to develop creative 
solutions to a brief. Focusing on environmental design (architecture, interior design and landscape design) 
students use both manual and digital tools to visualise develop and refine their ideas within a folio process. 
Throughout the subject students learn technical drawing conventions relevant to environmental design.  

They will be introduced to key design terminology such as; design elements and principles, target audience, 
influencing factors of design, and method, media, and materials. These skills are developed through 
annotation techniques and a range of analysis activities. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students will complete two major projects predominantly within the environmental design field. While 
following the design process, students will develop skills in technical drawing such as one point perspective, 
scaled planometric drawing and rendering. They will also investigate the elements and principles of design, 
technical drawing conventions and be introduced to Adobe Illustrator. Students also develop skills related to 
decision-making, planning and reflective thinking while working through a design brief. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

This semester Year 10 VCD Architecture students will most likely complete the following project-based 
assessments: 

1. Tiny House Design Brief -  Students use architecture and interior design skills to design their own tiny 
house. This project includes a folio of research, design development and annotations along with a 
digitally produced scaled plan and manually rendered planometric drawing.  

2. Cityscape Design Brief - Students use environmental design skills to create a new city. This project 
includes a folio of research, design development and annotations along with a manually or digitally 
rendered perspective illustration.  

 

Students may also complete a range of additional analysis tasks to support their understanding of design 
language and techniques. 

This will prepare students for VCE Visual Communication Units 1-4. It is also beneficial for other folio based 
subjects such as VCE Studio Arts, Media and Design Technology. 

Visual Communication   
 

$62.50 per semester 
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THE ARTS 

VCD - Graphic Design 
At Year 10, Visual Communication Design includes two semester based electives. You can enrol in either of the 
two semesters offered, or both. Experience in either semester will support a pathway to VCE Visual 
Communication Design Units 1-4. Enrolling in both semesters will help strengthen key skills in a range of 
design fields, providing a strong skill base for VCE. 

 

AIMS: 

In Visual Communication Design - Graphic Design, Students will follow the design process to develop creative 
solutions to a brief. Focusing on communication and industrial design (branding, product and packaging 
design) students use both manual and digital tools to visualise develop and refine their ideas within a folio 
process. Throughout the subject students learn typography and layout conventions, how to repeat patterns 
for surface graphics, and create branding/ logo designs.   

They will be introduced to key design terminology such as; design elements and principles, target audience, 
influencing factors of design, and method, media, and materials. These skills are developed through 
annotation techniques and a range of analysis activities. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students will complete two major projects predominantly within the communication and industrial design 
fields. While following the design process, students will develop skills in target audience analysis, brand 
development, advertising and promotion. They will also investigate the elements and principles of design, 
technical drawing conventions and be introduced to Adobe Illustrator. Students also develop skills related to 
decision-making, planning and reflective thinking, while working through a design brief. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

This semester Year 10 VCD Graphic Design students will most likely complete the following project-based 
assessments: 

1. Converse Sneaker Design Brief - Students use graphic design skills to design surface graphics for a new 
converse sneaker, along with a promotional poster. This project includes a folio of research, design 
development and annotations along with a manually drawn repeating pattern and a digitally produced 
poster.  

2. Fashion Design Brief - Students use graphic design skills to create their own fashion branding and a 
signature look. This project includes a folio of research, design development and annotations along with 
a digitally produced logo, swing tag and a manual fashion illustration.   

 

Students may also complete a range of additional analysis tasks to support their understanding of design 
language and techniques. 

This will prepare students for VCE Visual Communication Units 1-4. It is also beneficial for other folio based 
subjects such as VCE Studio Arts, Media and Design Technology. 

Visual Communication   
 

$62.50 per semester 
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THE ARTS 

Music X 
Advanced music students may apply to commence VET Music in Year 10 

 

AIMS: 

Throughout Music X, students will work to develop a personal style as they perform, improvise and compose 
instrumental works with imaginative and perceptive approaches. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students will learn how to arrange and interpret music in ways that demonstrate an understanding of harmony 
and melody, the structure of the work and the unique sound qualities of the chosen medium and style. 

Throughout Music X , students will have the opportunity to apply knowledge of music technologies when 
composing and interpreting works. They will prepare and edit graphic, conventional and computer-generated 
scores of their works attending to the detail of the score (phrasing, accents and dynamic features). 

Students will gain a deeper understanding of music theory, enhancing their ability to compose, create and 
produce pieces of music that may reflect emotions, thoughts or images. Students will learn how to vary their 
works to suit particular audiences, purposes and styles. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Notebook work: Students are required to maintain a record of the processes they use when interpreting 
and creating music works 

• Test: Theory of music component (1 unit test per term) 

• Composition: Students will use a combination of conventional scores and computer generated scores to 
produce 2 major works 

• Performance assessment: Students will be required to analyse a chosen song, explore and express 
performance practices and perform to an audience 

• End of semester exam 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

• Students learn how to create and perform music on a chosen instrument and how this instrument can be 
used as a universal communication tool  

• Students learn the many ways and skills required to follow a career path in music performance, 
production and/or composition 

• Students develop skills in problem solving, abstract reasoning, visualisation and spatial relationships  

• Students will be provided with a solid foundation of knowledge to then move on to complete VCE Music 
Units 1-4 
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TECHNOLOGY  
 

Digital Technology 
 

AIMS: 

Aim:  Digital Technology helps students develop skills in computational thinking and accurately describing 
problems and develop an understanding of modular approaches to solutions. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

Students analyse problems and design, implement and evaluate a range of digital solutions, such as database-
driven websites and artificial intelligence engines and simulations. They design and implement modular 
programs, including an object-oriented program, using algorithms and data structures that reflect the 
relationships of real-world data and data entities.  

In addition to programming, students explain the control and management of networked digital systems and 
the security implications of the interaction between hardware, software and users. Students understand and 
create solutions that comply with legal obligations of the online environments.  

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

Students will be assessed on both the practical and theoretical aspects of this subject. The project solutions 
will be evaluated on current information systems with a focus on their enterprise potential.  

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Links into VCE Computing which underpins four key concepts: approaches to problem solving, data and 
information, digital systems and interactions and impact. 
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TECHNOLOGY 

Food Studies 
 

AIMS: 

This course is designed to develop an understanding of the relationship between food, nutrition and health. 
Students will gain skills in advanced methods of cooking and serving delicious food. Students will study the 
influences that affect the food we eat. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

During the semester the students will investigate various practical cooking exercises designed to increase 
their skills and understanding, linked with the topics they are covering. Theoretical aspects will focus on the 
design brief together with appreciating the sensory aspects of many foods. Food safety, preservation and 
the use of appropriate technologies and production processes will be considered along with time, cost and 
risk. Basic VCE terms will be introduced. 

Topics we will explore: 

Food equity: We look at how  food is distributed and consumed around the world. 

Menu planning: learn how  to cater and design meals for special dietary needs. 

• You will cook at least once a week, sometimes twice 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Practical and their related assessment tasks relevant to food productions 

• End of semester exam 

 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Students will be well placed to progress to VCE studies in Food Studies. Complementing this readiness they 
will also have acquired skills to assist them with work placements in hospitality services and retail food 
services. They will have gained knowledge to improve their understanding of lifestyle influences on their 
health, as well as practical cooking skills for life. They will develop an understanding of global food issues.  

 

 

Food Technology  

$62.50 per semester 
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TECHNOLOGY 

Further Food Studies 
 

AIMS: 

This course is designed to develop an understanding of the relationship between food, nutrition and health. 
Students will gain skills in advanced methods of cooking and serving delicious food. Students will study the 
influences that affect the food we eat. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

During the semester the students will investigate various practical cooking exercises designed to increase 
their skills and understanding, linked with the topics they are covering. Theoretical aspects will focus on the 
design brief together with appreciating the sensory aspects of many foods. Food safety, preservation and 
the use of appropriate technologies and production processes will be considered along with time, cost and 
risk. Basic VCE terms will be introduced. 

Topics we will explore: 

Catering: you will learn how to cater to groups of people. This w ill culminate in a high tea or 
luncheon event in-school. At this event you will decorate, cater and serve food to your guests. 

Food science: ever wondered why we cook food and what is happening during the making of 
food? This is an introductory unit of work that will give you a head start for VCE food.  

• You will cook at least once a week, sometimes twice 

• You do not have to have completed Food Studies to undertake this unit 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Practical and their related assessment tasks relevant to food productions. 

• End of semester exam 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Students will be well placed to progress to VCE studies in Further Food Studies. Complementing this 
readiness they will also have acquired skills to assist them with work placements in hospitality services and 
retail food services. They will have gained knowledge to improve their understanding of lifestyle influences 
on their health as well as practical cooking skills for life. They will develop an understanding of global food 
issues. 

Food Technology  

$62.50 per semester 
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TECHNOLOGY 

PDT - Sustainable Design 
At Year 10, Product Design Technology includes two semester based electives. You can enrol in either of the 
two semesters offered, or both. Experience in either semester will support a pathway to VCE  Product Design 
Technology Units 1-4. Enrolling in both semesters will help strengthen key skills in a range of design fields, 
providing a strong skill base for VCE. 

 

AIMS: 

During this semester students further develop their understanding of the design process and its function in 
society. They gain skills in research techniques, learning how to apply them and focus on sustainability and 
ergonomics. Drawing skills are developed to increase their visual communication and presentation skills with 
an emphasis on planning. They continue to develop their skills using various tools and equipment and use a 
variety of materials. Students will also have the opportunity to develop their design skills using Computer 
Aided Design (CAD) software. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

During the semester students will produce: 

• A number of practical projects made from a variety of materials including wood, metal and plastics 

• A design portfolio of their journey through the design process 

• A number of 3D objects created using CAD software 

In the process of creating these items, students investigate the principles of design, the characteristics of 
different materials, the use of different equipment and safe working practices. Students develop skills related 
to decision-making, planning, task analysis and safe use of tools and equipment. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

The curriculum is based on the Victorian Curriculum. Student learning is assessed by the production of 
practical models, a portfolio to complement them and an end of semester exam. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES:  

On completion of this course, students should be able to practically manage a project in that they can identify 
and carry out specific construction techniques and are able to create a model using a variety of equipment. 
They should also have an understanding of the design process and how to carry out the various tasks within 
the process.  

 

This unit will prepare students for VCE Product Design and Technology Units 1-4. 

 

 

 

 

 
Product Design 

Technology Levy 
$62.50 per semester 
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TECHNOLOGY 

PDT - Form and Function 
At Year 10, Product Design Technology includes two semester based electives. You can enrol in either of the 
two semesters offered, or both. Experience in either semester will support a pathway to VCE  Product Design 
Technology Units 1-4. Enrolling in both semesters will help strengthen key skills in a range of design fields, 
providing a strong skill base for VCE. 

 

AIMS: 

During this semester students further develop their understanding of the design process and its function in 
society. A focus on the design fundamentals is explored with students investigating some of the design 
principles and factors. They gain skills in research techniques, learning how to apply them, focusing on key 
areas as well as looking at Biomimicry. Drawing skills are developed to increase their visual communication 
and presentation skills with an emphasis on planning. They continue to develop their skills using various tools 
and equipment and use a variety of materials. Students will also have the opportunity to develop their design 
skills using Computer Aided Design (CAD) software. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

During the semester students will produce: 

• A number of practical projects made from a variety of materials including wood, metal and plastics 

• A design portfolio of their journey through the design process 

• A number of 3D objects created using CAD software 

In the process of creating these items, students investigate the principles of design, the characteristics of 
different materials, the use of different equipment and safe working practices. Students develop skills related 
to decision-making, planning, task analysis and safe use of tools and equipment. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

The curriculum is based on the Victorian Curriculum. Student learning is assessed by the production of 
practical models, a portfolio to complement them and an end of semester exam. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES:  

On completion of this course, students should be able to practically manage a project in that they can identify 
and carry out specific construction techniques and are able to create a model using a variety of equipment. 
They should also have an understanding of the design process and how to carry out the various tasks within 
the process.  

 

This unit will prepare students for VCE Product Design and Technology Units 1-4. 

 

Product Design 
Technology Levy 

$62.50 per semester 
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TECHNOLOGY 

STEM 
 

AIMS: 

There are a growing number of industries and professions which demand employees have skills from across 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths and Digital Technologies disciplines. This subject gives students the 
opportunity to learn skills from each of these subject areas and integrate them in a variety of projects. This 
subject gives students a chance  to develop their coding skills, and develop their problem solving abilities in a 
variety of contexts. This subject also gives students an insight into how these subject areas overlap and what 
careers in the STEM disciplines involve. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

This semester based elective is split into two Term based units – Robotics and Engineering. In the robotics 
unit students will be programming CoDrones and mBots to carry out a range of functions of increasing     
complexity. Students will be writing script based code to program their drones and robots using Arduino IDE, 
which is a C/C++ based programming platform. This platform uses libraries of pre-coded functions to simplify 
the programming process for students. The engineering unit will see students complete engineering projects, 
including designing and building their own model solar car.  Students will be racing their cars against each 
other, and will be assessed on both how their car performs and the design features which they have          
incorporated. During investigating concepts such as friction, drag, electrical circuits and the properties of ma-
terials to engineer their vehicles. 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Design portfolio for Solar Vehicle 

• CoDrone programming final assessment task 

• Engineering assignments 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

On completion of this course, students should be able to develop algorithms of varying complexity and write 
code that solves a range of problems. They should also be able to manage a project in which they need to 
design a specific model and construct this using a variety of equipment and materials. Students will also be 
able to explain various scientific and mathematical concepts involved in each of the projects they complete 
during the semester. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH 
 

All students in Year 10 should study a Physical Education & Health elective for at least 
ONE semester.  

 

Physical Education & Health electives are designed to allow students to experience a range of activities in a 
learning environment which highlights the importance of physical activity and a healthy life style. Students 
will have the opportunity to improve team strategies, learn coaching methods and training techniques, learn 
the many benefits of recreational and leisure activities and display appropriate sporting attitudes through a 
range of sporting activities. 

 

Content: 

Body Type and Image  Team Strategies   Safe Behaviours  Posture and Exercise 

Fitness Testing   Zoning    Use of Equipment Swimming  

Football Sports   Thrills & Spills   Snorkelling   Hockey 

Hydration    Cricket    Athletics   Biathlon 

Minor Games   Volleyball    Gymnastics   Lacrosse 

Table Tennis   Weight Training   Basketball/Netball Dance/Aerobics 

Circuit Training   

 

Health issues pertinent to teenagers such as body image, risk, values, skills analysis, decision making, first 
aid, safe sex, drugs, resilience and smoking will also be covered through classroom based laboratory 
activities in both electives. 

 

 

Physical Education  

$52.50 per semester 
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HHD - Health and Wellbeing 
 

AIMS: 

Students are able to define and understand what the terms ‘health’ and ‘wellbeing’ mean, learn to differentiate 
between the dimensions and explore how they interrelate. Students will learn about drugs with a focus on how 
they impacts mental health and wellbeing. This semester, will also include investigating the health status of 
Australians with an the emphasis on the Australian health system, but also in a global context. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

• Introduction to health and wellbeing 

• Drugs and Mental health 

• Australia’s Healthcare System 

• Global Health 

• Indigenous Health and Culture 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Interrelationships of Health Assessment task 

• Australia’s Healthcare Test 

• Global Health - Gap Year Assessment task 

• End of semester exam 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

• Explore current health issues 

• Learn to read various forms of data including graphs and statistics 

• Acquire knowledge to live a healthier life 

• Use creativity to display knowledge 

• Introduction and exposure to VCE Health & Human Development Units 1-4 

Health and Human 
Development 

$37.50 per semester 
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HHD - Promoting a Healthy Lifestyle  
 

AIMS: 

Students will analyse food and nutrition as foundations for good health and wellbeing and investigate the 
roles and sources of major nutrients. Furthermore, they will evaluate food selection models and other tools to 
promote healthy eating. Students will  explore the developmental changes across the lifespan and concepts of 
relationships and sexuality.  

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

• Nutrition 

• Respectful Relationships 

• Health and Development 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Nutrition Assignment 

• Test 

• Film analysis 

• End of semester exam 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

• Explore current health issues 

• Learn to read various forms of data including graphs and statistics 

• Acquire knowledge to live a healthier life 

• End of use creativity to display knowledge exam 

• Introduction and exposure to VCE Health and Human Development Units 1-4 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

PE/Health & Human 
Development  

$37.50 per semester 
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Outdoor and Environmental Studies 
AIMS:  

• To provide students with an opportunity to develop personal character strengths including leadership, 
teamwork and collaboration.  

• To apply theoretical understandings from the classroom to a variety of challenging excursions and 
camps in preparation for VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies. 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

In semester 1 students focus on their own experiences of outdoor environments. They develop an 
understanding of the motivations behind their interactions with outdoor environments and the factors that 
influence an individual’s access and relationship with the outdoors.  

Practical: 

• Camp - Journey based hike 

• Sea kayaking 

Semester 2 focuses on the characteristics of a variety of outdoor environments and the impact of humans. 
Students develop a clear understanding of the impact of technologies and changing human lifestyles on 
outdoor environments.  

Practical: 

• Camp - Rafting 

• Mountain biking 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Camp and excursion based tasks and reflections 

• Test 

• Research task 

• Media Response 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

To develop the personal and social capabilities of students through exposure to challenging environments. 
Students also develop key knowledge and skills in preparation for VCE units 3 and 4 Outdoor and 
Environmental Studies. This subject serves as a direct pathway into VCE Units 3 and 4 Outdoor and 
Environmental Studies.  

Pathway: 

 

 

 
 
* Participation in Year 10 is recommended but not compulsory 
for Units 3 and 4. 

*There are no prerequisites for entry to Year 10 Outdoor and 
Environmental Studies, although students who completed Year 9 
Outdoor Education will have first preference.  

 

Outdoor and Environmental 
Studies 

$450 per year 

 

Semester based Year 9  

Outdoor Education 

Year 10 Outdoor and 
Environmental Studies 

VCE Units 3&4 Outdoor 
and Environmental 

Studies 
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PE - Human Body Systems 
 

AIMS: 

To provide students with the necessary theoretical and practical skills linked with VCE Physical Education. 
Through practical activities they will explore the major components of the physiology and anatomy of the 
skeletal and cardiovascular systems and their contributions and interactions during physical activity.  

The course comprises 1/3 theory, 1/3 practical and 1/3 laboratory work. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

• Anatomy and physiology of the skeletal system 

• Anatomy and physiology of the muscular system 

• Understand the components of fitness testing and how to assess each one 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Tests for skeletal and cardiovascular systems 

• Laboratory reports for skeletal and muscular systems 

• End of semester exam 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

This study will encourage students to examine the systems of the human body and how we move. The    
students will gain knowledge necessary to progress on to VCE Physical Education Units 1-4.  

 

Physical Education 

$52.50 per semester 
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PE - Applied Physiology 
 
AIMS: 

To provide students with the necessary theoretical and practical skills linked with VCE Physical Education (Units 
1-4). Students will focus on the Biomechanical Principles in sport. Students will analyse their own  bodily   
movements and work towards improving their skills through practice and feedback. There will be a unit on 
Sport Coaching and the final unit is preparation for VCE Physical Education is the Aerobic versus Anaerobic   
Energy Systems.  

The course comprises 1/3 practical work, 1/3 theoretical work and 1/3 laboratory classes. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

• Sport Coaching 

• Biomechanics within sport 

• Types of games and sports 

• Aerobic versus anaerobic energy systems 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Practical coaching task 

• Biomechanical analysis task and Student Workbook 

• Report on types of games, sports and skills 

• Laboratory and Practical tasks on the Aerobic and Anaerobic Energy Systems 

• End of Semester Exam 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

This study will encourage students to examine the systems of the human body and how we move. The students 
will gain knowledge necessary to progress on to VCE Physical Education Units 1-4.  

 

Physical Education 

$52.50 per semester 
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Advance - Semester 1 and 2 

Please note: this elective is a year long course running over Semester 1 and 2 

 

AIMS: 

The aim of the Year 10 Advance program is to provide students with the opportunity to experience activities 
that develop leadership, teamwork and cooperative skills, and build self-confidence and respect – for oneself 
and for others. 

Students will also learn basic camping and environmental skills. 

 

CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

During the second year of Advance, students will complete the following awards and activities: 

• Level 1 First Aid 

• Pool Bronze Medallion 

• Theory and practical (at the pool)  

• First Aid Theory 

• CPR – DRSABCD 

• Cathedral Ranges hike 

• Ski trip 

• Grampians hike 

• Community service work – Yarrabah & City of Kingston 

 

MAJOR ASSESSMENTS: 

• Level 1 First Aid exam (written and practical) 

• Pool Bronze Medallion (practical and written) 

• Participation in all camps 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

• Gaining qualifications of Pool Bronze Medal and Level 1 First Aid 

• Experience of participating in community service work with the City of Kingston and Yarrabah Special 
School 

• Leadership and respect 

Links to VCE Physical Education Units 1-4, Outdoor Education Units 1-4 

Advance  

$520 per year 
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SELECT ENTRY ACCELERATED LEARNING - SEAL 

PATHWAYS FOR YEAR 9 SEAL STUDENTS TO VCE 
 

After three years of study in the SEAL Program, it is anticipated that most students will have successfully 
completed the core Year 10 Standard English, Maths, Science and Humanities content. 

For these students, the natural progression will be to undertake VCE Units 1 and 2 in one or two subjects. This 
will provide a comprehensive course, keeping all options open for the future, and also allow access to the Year 
10 elective program. 

SEAL students may choose to complete the following VCE subjects, providing they are working above level in 
core subjects: 

 

• Health and Human Development 

• Business Management 

• Accounting 

• Environmental Science 

• Biology 

• Outdoor and Environmental Education  

• Studio Arts 

• Physical Education 

• Psychology 

• Product Design Technology 

• Drama 

• Food and Technology 

• LOTE 

• Maths (please refer to the Mathematics section for more information about pathways) 

  

This program enables the SEAL students to remain with their age peers for most of their schooling at Mordialloc 
College and also undertake Work Experience and VCE Industry and Enterprise Unit 1. 

Students who have not achieved a satisfactory pass in the Year 9 SEAL subjects will have an opportunity to 
retake the subject in Year 10. 

Languges is an elective at Year 10 (please note the advantages of Languages are for VCE ATAR score). 

The subject choice in the fifth and sixth years of study is according to student interest and levels of 
achievement; every effort will be made to cater for individual strengths and weaknesses. In order to progress 
to Units 3 & 4 in year 11, it is essential that achievement in Units 1 & 2 outcomes is consistently ‘high’ for SEAL 
students.  

  

NB: Students who are not achieving at the expected level for a SEAL student will undertake a 
limited VCE program and given further time to consolidate core skills and knowledge. 
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION and TRAINING (VET) 
 

Please note this booklet was printed before all VET 2021 courses were released by the Registered Training 
Organisations (RTOs). To confirm details and register expressions of interest, please see the Careers and 
Pathways Coordinator. 

 

What are VET Programs? 

• VET stands for Vocational Education and Training for Secondary Students. VET programs are available 
to senior secondary students as part of their VCE or VCAL program 

• VCE VET programs provide VCE study scores which can contribute to an ATAR. Other VET programs 
may contribute to the VCE ATAR as a 5th or 6th ATAR increment  

• Students combine their school-based studies with a VET program which may mean attending a TAFE, 
Registered Training Organisation (RTO) or workplace for training. VET study as part of a VCE program 
can mean students will miss timetabled classes every week. Consequently students applying for this 
option must consider their organisation and time management skills 

• Upon completion of a VET program, students may receive a nationally recognised certificate (e.g. 
Certificate II in Engineering, Certificate II in Tourism) as well as VCE and VCAL credits. 

• VET programs are competency-based learning, which means that students have to perform tasks and 
duties to a standard expected in employment 

• VET aims to better prepare young people for the world of work by giving them vocational skills and 
experience during their senior secondary schooling 

 

What is Structured Work Placement (SWL)? 

• Structured work placement is a component of most VET programs 

• Work placement must be completed with an employer in the industry area relevant to the VET program 

• Work placement allows students to practice existing skills and acquire new skills and knowledge in a 
supervised workplace setting 

• The amount of time required in the workplace varies between VET certificates 

• Work placement may be undertaken in week-long blocks or one day per week over a period of time 

• In some cases students will be assessed ‘On-the-job’ (i.e. in the workplace) by a trained workplace 
assessor 
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VET Programs available 
Listed below are some of the VET programs available. Please see the Senior School handbook or the Careers 
and Pathways coordinator for more information. 

Courses marked with an asterisk * may provide a study score towards an ATAR. 

 

Certificate III in Music Industry (Performance) at Mordialloc College 

 

In 2021, subject to interest, Certificate III in Music Industry (Performance specialisation) will run at Mordialloc 
College. Students study after school hours in the Performing Arts Centre on a Monday and a Wednesday        
afternoon. Completion of the two year course will lead to a score that can count towards an ATAR as well as 
industry-recognised certificate. In first year, the course covers health and safety, copyright arrangements,    
composition of musical pieces, developing ensemble skills. Second year involves more practical applications 
with preparation for performance, stagecraft, technical skill development, as well as performance in a group or 
solo capacity. It is recommended that students choosing this VET subject are learning an instrument or voice.  

 

Acting 

Agriculture 

Animal Studies 

Applied Fashion Design and Technology 

Automotive (Mechanical or Panel and Paint) 

Building and Construction (Carpentry) 

Building and Construction (Bricklaying) 

Business * or Small Business 

Cisco (Shared Technology) 

Community Services * 

Computer Assembly and Repair 

Dance * 

Design 

Early Childhood Education 

Electrical Industry 

Engineering Studies * 

Equine Industry * 

 

 

Events 

Hair and Beauty 

Health * 

Horticulture 

Hospitality * 

Information Technology (Cyber Security/Games  
Creation/Networking) * 

Kitchen Operations * 

Laboratory Skills * 

Music Industry (Performance) * 

Music Industry (Production) * 

Outdoor Recreation 

Plumbing 

Screen and Media * 

Sport and Recreation * 

Tourism 

Visual Arts 

VET Music Industry  

$250 per semester 
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YEAR 10 VCAL 
 

VCAL is an alternative educational pathway to the VCE and is a recognised senior secondary qualification. It 
gives students a practical, work-related experience, as well as literacy and numeracy skills and the opportunity 
to build personal skills that are important for life and work.  Students who undertake VCAL are likely to be 
interested in going on to further training at a TAFE institute, starting an apprenticeship or getting a job after 
completing school. Students who complete VCAL are not eligible to receive an ATAR, however, VCAL students 
can still go on to University via a TAFE pathway or as a mature age student. VCAL’s flexibility ensures students 
undertake a study program that suits their interests and learning needs.  

 

The Year 10 VCAL pathway provides a foundation of learning opportunities and work-related experiences 
which prepare students for Intermediate and Senior VCAL. 

Students who undertake the Year 10 Applied learning pathway will need to continue into VCAL in Years 11 and 
12 and cannot transfer back to VCE.  

Assessment in Applied Learning is competency-based, which means that students demonstrate 
achievement of learning outcomes through practical activities and a portfolio of evidence.  

 

The proposed structure of the year 10 VCAL Pathway will  be made up of 3 days at school, 1 day of VET and 1 
day of work or community placement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work Placements and VET 

Completing one day of work placement per week and one day of VET per week is an essential component of 
VCAL. 

Students are supported to find suitable employment but cannot begin their work placement until they have 
undergone appropriate Occupational Health and Safety assessments.  

Semester 1 Foundation Literacy and Oracy 

Foundation Numeracy 

Foundation Personal Development Skills 

Foundation Work-Related Skills 

Certificate I or II  level  studies 

Placement/Work 

Semester 2 Foundation Literacy and Oracy 

Foundation Numeracy 

Foundation Personal Development Skills 

Foundation Work-Related Skills 

Certificate I or II  level  studies 

Placement/Work 
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YEAR 10 VCAL 

continued 
 

Fully accredited modules and units are selected for the four following compulsory strands: 

 

Literacy and Oracy Skills 

This unit enables students to develop the skills and knowledge to read and write a range of texts on everyday 
subject matters. The learning outcomes for reading, writing and oral communication are covered in context and 
through subject matter that is relevant to the student. An integrated approach is used so that many literacy 
outcomes are covered in conjunction with the projects that students are completing in Personal Development 
Skills and Work Related Skills, such as writing a script for a work safety advertisement or an instructional piece 
for a student-led activity. 

 

Numeracy Skills 

VCAL Numeracy covers four domains: 

Numeracy for Practical Purposes addresses aspects of the physical world to do w ith designing, 
making and measuring. 

Numeracy for Interpreting Society relates to interpreting and reflecting on numerical and 
graphical information of relevance to self, work or community. 

Numeracy for Personal Organisation focuses on the numeracy requirements for personal 
organisational matters involving money, time and travel. 

Numeracy for Knowledge deals w ith mathematical skills needed for further study in mathematics, 
or other subjects with mathematical underpinnings and/or assumptions. 

 

Work Related Skills 

This unit has a strong focus on the development of appropriate skills and knowledge in order to provide 
necessary Occupational Health and Safety preparation for the workplace. Students utilise the Safe @ Work 
website to learn about OHS policies and procedures and apply these to their chosen industry. Students will 
research different occupations and develop a professional resume. Through various work-related activities, 
students will be given opportunities to develop their employability skills which they will then utilise when they  
undertake structured workplace learning. 

 

Personal Development Skills 

Students focus on the development of organisation and planning skills, knowledge, practical skills, problem 
solving and interpersonal skills through participation in practical activities.  The program is very flexible, 
covering topics related to personal development, health and physical wellbeing, the community and family. 
Students begin the course with teambuilding games and activities and work on both group and individual 
projects.  Every student is involved in their own community projects, from the planning stage through to the 
delivery and evaluation of a major activity that engages them with external organisations. 
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YEAR 10 VCAL - continued 

 Industry and Enterprise – Unit 1 and 2 ONLY  
  

Unit 1 is compulsory for all Year 10 students. It is undertaken across two semesters. 

  

Unit 2 is completed by Foundation VCAL students only, also across two semesters. 

  

The central theme of Industry and Enterprise is work and its place in Australian industry and society. Students 
will investigate career goals and pathways to explore issues related to work, such as employability and 
enterprise skills.  A key feature of the study is the requirement that students undertake work outside the 
classroom in order to develop a range of lifelong and work-related skills. 

  

Structure 

The study is made up of two units. 

  

Unit 1 

This unit introduces students to the range of settings in which work occurs in Australia. In order to prepare for 
effective participation in the workplace, emphasis is placed on the skills and competencies required for 
effective and rewarding participation in the workplace. This unit also examines the changing nature of work, 
the concept of career development and lifelong learning. Future career pathways and occupations are 
investigated. In particular, students complete a week of work experience. Students also learn about their 
various responsibilities at work, and investigate work related issues in a selected workplace. 

 

Entry 

There are no prerequisites for entry in Units 1 

  

Assessment 

In Unit 1, students complete a portfolio of evidence based on their learning and career development. 
Assessment across both units includes case study analysis, tests, and research tasks. Each unit has an end-of-
semester examination. 

  

Unit 2 (Foundation VCAL only) 

This unit focuses on work in an industry setting. Exploration of the changing nature of work at a broader 
industry level is encouraged. Students will use case studies to explore some of the challenges currently faced 
by workplaces in selected industries. These challenges include globalisation, technological change, 
restructuring and enterprise and innovation. 

Entry 

There are no prerequisites for entry in Units 1 and 2 

 

Assessment 

In Unit 1, students complete a portfolio of evidence based on their learning and career development. 
Assessment across both units includes case study analysis, tests, and research tasks. Each unit has an end-of-
semester examination. 
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VCE 
(Victorian Certificate of 

Education) 
Usually 20 - 24 Units 

(with 5 – 6 Unit 3-4 sequences) 

VCAL 
(Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning) 

Literacy and Numeracy Skills,  
Industry Specific Skills,  

Work Related Skills,  
Personal Development Skills 

VET 
VCE VET Programs 

School-based Apprenticeship and Traineeship (SBAT’s) 
Other VET Certificates 

Training  
(TAFE or school, 

industry, RTO, ACE) 

Structured 
Workplace 
Learning 

UNIVERSITY 

COMPLETION OF VCAL COMPLETION OF VCE 

Employment/Apprenticeship/Traineeship/Diploma 

TAFE   Certificate II/III/IV, Diploma, Advanced Diploma 



MORDIALLOC COLLEGE 

1 Station Street, Mordialloc 3195 Australia   

Telephone:  (+613) 9580 1184 

Facsimile:  (+613) 9587 5443   

Email:  mordialloc.co@education.vic.gov.au  
Website:  www.mcsc.vic.edu.au 
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