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Why attendance at school is so important 

School is better when you’re here; when you miss school, you miss out. 

Students develop good habits by going to school and being on time every day—

habits that are necessary to succeed beyond school, whether in the workplace or 

in further study. As well as academic development, attending school every day 

helps your child develop crucial social and emotional skills such as good       

communication, resilience and the ability to work in teams. 

Children and young people who regularly attend school and complete Year 

12 have better health outcomes, better employment outcomes, and higher 

outcomes across their lives. 

There is no safe number of days for missing school — each day a student 

misses puts them behind, affecting their educational outcomes. Research      

confirms there is a strong link between poor attendance and adverse student  

outcomes like early school leaving, poverty, drug and alcohol use, unemploy-

ment, criminal activity and poorer health and life expectancy. 

A child missing one day a fortnight will miss four weeks in a year, and more 

than a year of school by Year 10. 

For some parents, 90% attendance may seem like an acceptable level of         

attendance, but the reality is that 90% attendance means that your child will miss 

half a school day each week, or 19 days of school a year; that’s nearly 4 weeks 

of school.  If your child is regularly late to school, this not only adds up to many 

days of lost learning, but  interrupts the teacher, and the whole class of learners, 

as they enter the room late and need help to get started. Unless you are so sick 

you can’t get out of bed or there is an event like a funeral, you should be at 

school, on time. There are no  o ther  reasons  to  be away f rom school . 

 

What the law says 

It is your responsibility to ensure your child attends school every day. In          

accordance with the Education and Training Reform Act 2006, schooling is    

compulsory for children and young people aged from 6 - 17 years. 

Parents/guardians must ensure the child attends school at all times when the 

school is open for instruction. Parents and guardians need to notify the school as 

soon as possible of a student absence. Family holidays, medical and health    

appointments should be made either before or after school or during the 

school holidays. 

Learn about your responsibilities and what you can do to help your child’s        

attendance at:        

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/

attendance-missing-school.aspx 
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Parents can improve student attendance 

Remember that every school day counts. Don’t let your child stay home unless 

genuinely sick. Attendance is expected at all Mordialloc College scheduled events, 

such as classes, sports carnivals, incursions, excursions, camps, study group, End 

of Year Activities. Exams, Parent Teacher Conferences, etc. If it is on their 

Compass schedule they must attend. 

Mordialloc College wants to work in partnership with parents— if you have any 

concerns about your child’s attendance and connectedness to school, contact your 

child’s Home Group / Mentor Teacher or Year Level Coordinator and ask  fo r  

advice and support. 

• Talk positively about school and the impor tance o f  at tend ing  every day. 

• Book family holidays, routine medical and dental appointments and 

birthday celebrations during the weekend or the 12 weeks of school 

holidays, not on a school day. 

• Establish routines, teenagers  shou ld:  

- Have a set time to go to bed 

- Leave electronic devices out of bedrooms, and don’t use at least 30 

minutes before sleeping 

- Pack bags the night before, get uniform out. 

- Have a nutritious breakfast 

• Expect your child to go to school, instead of allowing them to stay home to 

finish an assignment, discuss with them how to improve their study habits and 

time management. 

• Use Compass to  help  your  ch i ld  p lan  thei r  s tudy;  avo id  late n igh ts  

catching up. 

• Be aware of your teenager’s social contacts. Peer influence can lead to 

skipping school, whi le s tudents  w i thout  many f r iends  can feel  i so lated . 

• Set clear parameters around part-time work and sport commitments. More 

than 10 hours per week will impact on their ability to go to school on time, or 

interfere with assessments. 

• If your child is home very sick, don’t allow it to be a fun day by letting them 

play their devices. 

If for any reason your child must miss school: 

• Inform the College via Compass or telephone as soon as possible 

• Find out what work your child needs to do to keep up by contacting teachers 

through Compass and checking Learning Tasks and Resources. 
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College Process 

Mordialloc College will ensure timely and appropriate intervention in accordance 

with the Department of Education and Training’s expectations. This includes a      

series of steps in addressing absenteeism: 

1. Parents of students who are absent during periods 1 or 2 will be notified at 12:00 each 
day by SMS. Parents should notify the College office on 9580 1184 to authorise this. 

2. After three days of consecutive absence a Year Level Coordinator will contact home to 
check in on the student and if support is necessary. 

3. If a student’s attendance falls below 80% a letter will be sent home noting the unapproved 
absences 

4. If absenteeism does not improve, the school with notify the Department of Education 

( Southern Regional Office) who will issue a further letter and could issue fines to parents/

carers for absenteeism of students 

In the event of a student having a significant financial, social, wellbeing or 

health issue, the College works directly with the student and family to support 

them through the underlying issue which may be affecting attendance at 

school. If a student is not attending school for other reasons, we will           

encourage you to work with us to establish the cause of the concern, and   

document a support strategy. 

 

A note for students 

Right now, being at school is your most important job and you’re building habits that 

you’ll take into adulthood. While it might not seem obvious, when you come to 

school you are learning about more than just Maths and English. You’re learning all 

sorts of skills like working in teams and meeting deadlines that will help you when 

you’re an adult. If you can’t show up to school every day and on time, how will you 

cope with work? 

There’s a lot of evidence showing that young people who attend school more       

frequently have better outcomes after school too. This means they earn more    

money, have better job prospects, are less likely to misuse drugs and alcohol, and 

are generally healthier and live longer. 

Sometimes it can be hard to get to school. You might feel overwhelmed by work or 

things might be tough with your friends. Maybe you really dislike a teacher or things 

at home aren’t great. Perhaps you’re feeling down or anxious and don’t even really 

know why. 

Whatever the situation is, staying away from school isn’t the answer. There are lots 

of ways people want to help. Try talking to: 

• Your parents or another adult family member. 

• A trusted teacher 

• Your Home Group Teacher, Mentor Teacher, or Year Level Coordinator 
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• Mordialloc College Wellbeing Team member or a health professional (e.g. GP or   

Psychologist). 

• Another trusted adult. 

If all of that isn’t enough to convince you to be at school every day, being away also 

means you also miss out on hanging out with your friends. Believe it or not,         

everyone wants you at school and it really is better when you attend. 

 

Getting to school on time 

Each day scheduled classes start at 8.55am. For students to be prepared and seated 

in class they should be at school by 8.40am.Teenagers don’t always have the skills 

to manage their time in the morning, meaning parents must work with students to  

develop a routine which allows them to be at school by 8.40am. A large number of 

our students catch public transport or walk to school. If parents must drive students 

we suggest they are dropped a short distance from the school to avoid congestion 

and allow for extra exercise. 

 

Finally 

Please join us in creating positive learning partnerships, engaging students in 

school, and safe guarding futures. Most of the information in this booklet can be 

found in more detail on the Department of Education and Training website at :   

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/attendance-

missing-school.aspx 

For further school based support please contact your child’s Home Group/ Mentor 

Teacher or Year Level Coordinator. For external support, you may find these con-

tacts helpful: 

 

• Kids Matter - www.kidsmatter.edu.au 

• Youth Beyond Blue - www.youthbeyondblue.com.au 

• Headspace - www.headspace.org.au  or    

 e-headspace -www.eheadspace.org.au/ fo r  on l ine counsel l ing and suppor t                                                      

• Reach Out - www.au.reachout.com 

• Raising Children Network - www.raisingchildren.net.au 

• Kids Helpline—1800 55 1800 24 hours a day, 7 days a week or web           

counselling 

• Parent Line - 1300 30 1300 (8am to 10pm 7 days  a week) and web           

counselling Tuesdays and Thursdays between 11am and 

2pm.  more over page... 



Attendance Matters — A Parent’s Guide 

6 

 

Compass for monitoring and recording absencesCompass for monitoring and recording absencesCompass for monitoring and recording absencesCompass for monitoring and recording absences    

After reading and understanding the information in this booklet, you probably won’t 

have to do this as often now! In the event that your child is too sick to get out of bed, 

or there is  another unforeseeable event such as a funeral, please follow the steps 

below: 

1.1.1.1.    Do you have your        Do you have your        Do you have your        Do you have your        

parent log in details?parent log in details?parent log in details?parent log in details?    

If needed, call Mordialloc College Administra-

tion on 9580 1184 to get your details; ensure 

these details are kept private from your child.          

Students have their own log in details and 

should never have access to parent log in. 

Check Compass regularly for attendance    

matters. 

2. Log into websiteLog into websiteLog into websiteLog into website 
https://mcsc-vic.compass.education/  

or use the school website and Compass link at 

the bottom of the front page 

 http://www.mcsc.vic.edu.au/    

3. Home pageHome pageHome pageHome page 

Unapproved  

absences      

requiring parent 

attention will 

show in the 

News Feed on 

the right 

For adding future    

absences (e.g. Known 

specialist appointment) 

use link here 



Attendance Matters — A Parent’s Guide 

7 

 

4. Updating unapproved Updating unapproved Updating unapproved Updating unapproved     absencesabsencesabsencesabsences 

1.                                                                                                                                                                   

Tick the relevant date/

2.  Click ‘Explain with 

Note/Approval’ 

3. The ‘Attendance Note / Approval Editor’ pop up box 

appears; make relevant selection and save 

1. 

2. 

3. 

5. Setting future absences 

3. Save 

1. Select 

relevant 

reason 

1. Select 

relevant 

dates 
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MORDIALLOC COLLEGE 

1 Station Street, Mordialloc 3195 Australia   

Telephone:  (+613) 9580 1184 

Facsimile:  (+613) 9587 5443   

Email:  mordialloc.co@edumail.vic.gov.au  
Website:  www.mcsc.vic.edu.au 

MORDIALLOC COLLEGE 

Inspiring tomorrow’s leaders 


